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The Presbytery of Florida is called to serve God 6 b Q
using our gifts and skillsto  Excite, Encourage, Equip and Empower
-y 5 P,\

our Congregations and Clergy in Mission and Ministry.

February 2010 Luke 22:26 f

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering: The greatest hour we can spend together
by Jean Silva, Presbytery Hunger Action Enabler
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he One Great Hour of SharingSDOP grants. In fact, $4,000 of our will allow the -
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Offering (OGHS) is the most offering combined with an additional c o o p e r
widely-observed offering by the PC ~ $15,000 from the national SDOP members,
(USA). Usually taken on or near committee provided funding for two who are
Easter Sunday, this offering was begumrants totaling $19,000 that the unemployed o \\

&
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as an ecumenical initiative in 1949. Pr es byt er y 6 s S D ORnddiving at di ~, i] ée 9.
Over the years, various denominations  Families Restoring the Home below poverty SHA Y»" o

have participated in this offering, Front, Inc., of Tallahassee, a tg@ar leveli some of

which goes toward alleviating -old nonprofit group that addresses them are homeless, some are graduates
suffering from natural and human issues of singkparent African of the Panama City
disasters and providing development American families, received $12,000.drug rehabilitation prograifinto
assistance around the world. The grant will fund renovation and  perform handyman work, enabling

Currently, the OGHS is observed by utilities for a building to house the  them to pull themselves out of poverty
nine denominations. The PC(USA) organization and enable it to provide and provide security for themselves
OGHS offering funds three PC(USA) a centrallylocated food pantry, and their families.

programs: 36 percent goes to the clothes closet and meeting space for OGHS funds the administrative
Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), support groups and networking in a costs of the previouslgnentioned PC

32 percent goes to Presbyterian safe, secure environment. ((USA) programg staff and
Disaster Assistance (PDA) and 32 Our SDOP awarded $7,000 to promotional and educational materials
percent goes to Self Development of Members Tool Rental Club and training and it funds national

People (SDOP). All 100 percent of thisCompany, Inc., of Panama City, to grants. An $8,000 PHP grant was
offering is sent to the denomination. form a tool rental cooperative. The awarded in 2009 to Florida Impact in
Onesixth of our OGHS offering  tools and centraljocated storage our own presbytery in Tallahassee.
can come back to us in the form of  space made possible by this grant Learn more about this grant and others
atwww.pcusa.org/php

Winter Sonshine Senior High Retreat is Feb. 26 1 28 The administrative costs are kept
to a minimum. The OGHS has

he theme that the Presbytery information is available under received a high rating in this area, and

Youth Council chose for their AYout hd on t he Prlleaselingsthaad kyodledgeétihedhard e ,
senior high retreat at Dogwood Acres www.presbyteryofflorida.com. work and dedication of the PHP and
in February is @iWe TheYoutiNCommitied obthee . | SDOP staff in Louisville. Rest assured
The youth council followed a presbytery recommended that that the administrative costs are wise
discernment process led by PYC presbytery form a scholarship fund | expenditures, and these people remain
advisor Rev. Anghaarad TeagDees for presbyterysponsored youth good stewards of this offering.
last August to arrive at this theme. events. This fund is primarily for | challenge each church to
The youth felt that high schoolers youth of smaller congregations (lessi ncr ease | ast year 6
often feel alone in facing the issues of than 100 members). Youth may to encourage your church to give to
teens’ peer pressure, parenting and apply for scholarship money to this offering if currently not
sexuality issues, anxiety over grades defray some of the cost to attend participating. Together, we can do
and deciding about things like college Winter Sonshine. The scholarship | great things. Let us share in this very
and career. This weekend will exploreapplication is available under important hour together and
what the Bible teAa¥beshabonott BedBmddlewtiartyedd hwee g if tf e
presence with and faithfulness to us inor may be obtained by contacting | children at a time when they
all aspects of our life. Registration  Jean Silva at the presbytery office. | most need it.


http://www.pcusa.org/php
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Committee Chair
Tracy Curenton,
Committee member
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Edwards and
Faith Presbyterian
Director of
Christian Education
Brittany Harrold
prepare prayer
station materials. i
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CS & J prayer stations educate about issues

he presbyt eryds maenamealshscontbat H¥/AIDS,

Social Justice Committee has malaria and other diseases; ensure
produced seven sets of prayer stationsenvironmental sustainability; and
now available for churches to check develop a global partnership for
out from the presbytery office. development. The eight stations
Designed to educate congregations onfeature goatelated facts, targets,
worldwide compassion and social scriptures, prayers and harnuos
justice issues, the stations focus on  activities. For more information or t(
eight Millenium Development Goals check out a set of the stations for
that United Nations member states  your church, contact Jean Silva at
have adopted as part of their 8506382322, ext. 24, or
commitment to build a better world  jean@presbyteryofflorida.com.
by 2015.

The goals are as follows: eradicatg
extreme poverty and hunger; achieve
universal primary education; promote
gender equality and empower women;
reduce child mortality; improve

FYI: Since the Jan. 17 earthqu

in Haiti, Presbytery of Florida
churches have given over $4,50
for Haiti through the Presbytery 1o
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.
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Bless this food
Shown from left,

Joel Plough, Alex
Hunter, Martha
Rumbough and Susan
McQuagge are among
the volunteers at
Grace Presbyterian
Church who prepared
delicious meals for
Disciplefest- and
presbytery meeting-
goers Jan. 29 and 30.
Attendees enjoyed
succulent roast beef
and smoked pork with
trimmings and plenty
of gracious hospitality.
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Upcoming Presbytery Meetings

Tues., April 27, 2010...... Milton, First
Tues., Sept. 14, 2010Tallahassee, Trinity United
Many thanks to Tues., Nov. 9, 2009... Pensacola, First
Gracebs staffghndy o9 2011..... Location TBA

volunteers for hosting | - Tues,, Aprjl 26, 2011........ Sunny Hills
the weekendds €V'e S

Free online training
for PC(USA) Members

D id you know that free online
training is available to all PC

(USA) members? The website
www.openingdoorstodiscipleship.com

offers three courses with various
sessions. The three courses are

Teaching Skills, Bible Background

and Presbyterian/Reformed Faith.

Although online training can never
replace personal contact in a
traditional classroom setting, it can
help strengthen learning and
training in the church when
coupled with traditional learning
experiences. Consider commending
this resource to your Session, your
church leaders, church school teachers
and members. Often, learning leads to
a thirst for more learning. Find out if
this holds true for your church.

One way that a church might use

this resource is by encouraging a

group to study a course together in the

same time frame. The group can

either agree to complete sessions from
home and then come together for a
discussion session, or they can meet
together to do the sessions together

online.

If you decide to use this

resource, please share your story with

us.
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experience with others.

To register and use this free
resource, enter the Presbytery of

FIl ori daods

code,

316

by their rules and give this code to PC
(USA) members only. Other
denominations included in this
agreement are the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church, the Moravian
Church in America, the
Presbyterian Church in Canada and the
Reformed Church in America.
For more information or
comments, contact Jean Silva
at 8506382322, ext. 24, or
jean@presbyteryofflorida.cam
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