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IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
FOR CLERKS/PASTORS 
 
Please share this information with your  
presbytery commissioner(s): 
 

Every elder commissioner must have a form naming him/her as commissioner for the church, 

signed by the session moderator or clerk.  This form is included in the docket mailing and also is 

available on the Presbytery’s website, www.presbyteryofflorida.com, under the “Meeting 

dockets/forms” tab on the site’s “Presbytery” page.  

 

The commissioner must turn in that form, sign in on the appropriate list, and get a name tag.  All 

three steps are important for ensuring your attendance is recorded in the official meeting 

minutes, so be sure to arrive about 30 minutes before the meeting starts in order to take care of 

this and any personal needs before the meeting is called to order.  Minister members should sign 

in on the appropriate list and get their printed name tags.   

 

These will help ensure accurate recording of the minutes, particularly the attendance, and a 

timely start of the meeting.  

 

 

 

Chris Erde,  

2018 – 2019 Moderator of the Presbytery of Florida 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.presbyteryofflorida.com/
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LUNCH MENU – $10 per person 
 

Choice of Fried Chicken or Baked Ham 

Mashed Potatoes and Gravy 

Green Beans 

Dinner Rolls 
 

Banana Pudding or Brownie 
 

Water, Iced Tea and Coffee 
 

Vegetarian meal will be available 
 

                  

                 Broccoli and 

                 Cheese Soup 

Map and directions to First Presbyterian Church 
134 Beal Parkway SW, Fort Walton Beach, FL 

Directions: 

1. From I-10 take the FL-85 exit,(EXIT 56) toward Ft Walton Beach 

2. Merge onto FL-123 

3. Merge onto Eglin Pkwy/FL-85 toward Ft Walton Beach, continue south 

4. Turn right onto Walter Martin Road 

5. Turn left onto Beal Pkwy/FL-189 
 
First Presbyterian Church, 134 Beal Parkway SW will be on your right  
There is parking on the side and in the back 
 
Alternate:  
From Hwy. 98, turn on Beal Parkway. FPC will be on your left, behind LaQuinta Inn. 
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DOCKET OF THE PRESBYTERY OF FLORIDA 
January 26, 2019 – 9:00 a.m. CST 

First, Ft. Walton Beach, Ft. Walton Beach, FL 
 

That which will support the ministries of our churches. 
(Please note: Times listed are CST) 

8:00– 8:55 Registration 
 
9:00 ......................................................................................,...Winter Meeting Convenes 

Declaration of a Quorum ...............................................................Jeannie Dixon 

Adoption of the Docket ……. .......................................................…………..Jeannie Dixon 

Welcome from host ......................................................................Sharon Schuler 

Introductions ........................................................................................Chris Erde 
   First-time ruling elders, teaching elders, corresponding members, and visitors 

 
WORSHIP 

9:15    Morning Worship and communion …………………...……. 
  PC(U.S.A.) co-moderator Rev. Cindy Kohlmann preaching 
  Installation of presbytery moderator  
 

MINISTRY REPORTS 
Partner Reports (5 minutes each) 
  Report from FL Council of Churches – Harvey Jenkins (p. 3)  
  Report from Westminster Communities of Florida – Walk Jones (pp. 4 – 5) 
  Report from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance – Jim Kirk 

 Report from Florida Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Network – Kathy Broyard 

 Staff Reports 
 Report from Stated Clerk – Jeannie Dixon (pp. 6 – 9) 
 Report from General Presbyter – Roy Martin, Jr.  
 Report from Dogwood Acres Director – Ben Powell 

Committee and Commission reports 
  Report from Shalimar Commission (pp. 10 – 11)  
  Report from Pace Commission (pp. 12 – 13) 
  Report from Bills & Overtures (Proposed Amendments Booklet) 

 Committee reports for Action 
 Committee on Ministry (COM) (pp. 14 – 16) 
 Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) (pp. 17 – 20) 
 Committee on Presbytery Administration (CPA) (Supplemental) 
 Committee on Nominations (CN) (pp. 21–22) 

 Committee reports for Information (Written only) 
Committee on Congregational Revitalization (CCR) (Supplemental) 

 Committee on Dogwood Acres (CDA) (pp. 23 – 24) 
  
Other Ministry Items 
  Report from Presbyterian Women – Sherl Morden (p. 25) 
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FELLOWSHIP 
 
12:00 Lunch 
 
 

EDUCATION 
 
1:00 Presentation and Q&A with co-moderator Cindy Kohlmann 
 
 
 
Adjournment and Closing Prayer (anticipated around 3:30; “The time of adjournment shall be 
when all business on the docket has been concluded." (Manual of Operations, Section XX) 
 
Next Meeting:  May 21, 2019, Lynn Haven 
 
 
If you need child care for this meeting, please contact the presbytery office. 
 
Upcoming 2019 meetings: 
October 29, 2019 Fellowship, Tallahassee 



Partner Reports 

Winter Stated Presbytery Meeting                                               3                                                  January 26, 2019 

Report on the Florida Council of Churches 1 

 
As Advent was about to begin, the Florida Council of Churches held its annual Faith Leaders Gathering at 2 

Mt. Olive AME Church in Clearwater.  The theme was based on John 5:6 – “Wilt thou be made whole?”  3 

The preachers were Bishop Frank Madison Reed III [AME] and the Rev. Joyce Lieberman [PCUSA] , our 4 

Synod executive. The workshop was led by Dr. David Hooker, UCC minister and University of Notre Dame 5 

faculty member.  In addition to our Synod Exec, representatives of St. Augustine, Tampa Bay, and Florida 6 

Presbyteries participated in the gathering.  7 

For over 60 years, Romans 12:2 has shaped and reshaped my thinking – “Do not be conformed to this world, 8 

but be transformed by the renewing of your minds.”  Or, as The Message translates, “Don’t become so well-9 

adjusted to your culture that you fit in without even thinking.”  Initially, I understood the verse to be about 10 

my personal spiritual life, as my focus was on my relationship with God.  As I matured and realized that a 11 

personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ was not the whole story, I came to understand that 12 

Paul’s admonition was also a warning that churches not be conformed to the culture around them, but be 13 

transformed by the Spirit.   14 

When talking about church transformation, it is easy to forget that truth, and to adapt our thinking to that of 15 

the culture around us.  We become obsessed with bodies, dollars, and success, as we buy into a cultural skin-16 

deep transformation.   17 

In the workshop, Dr. Hooker challenged us to imagine our churches transformed by “the already but not yet” 18 

Realm of God.  Jesus’ message that God’s Kingdom has already entered our time and space is not only a 19 

theological statement, but also an practical call to work for the realization of God’s righteousness here and 20 

now.  Just because the fullness of God’s Kingdom lies in the future is no excuse for avoiding the 21 

responsibility to be a demonstration of the Kingdom “on earth as it is in heaven.”  Congregations must resist 22 

the temptation to use the “not yetness” to cop out on the “all-readiness” of God’s Reign.  23 

Dr. Hooker framed the challenge to the churches like this – “We live in a world filled with trauma, and 24 

trauma leads to sickness and brokenness in us personally and in the world around us.”  Trauma is 25 

experienced as we undergo personal and family health issues, as we are impacted by natural disasters like 26 

hurricanes and wildfires, and as we live in a contentious political climate.  When trauma remains unhealed, it 27 

leads to either acting in or acting out. Acting in can mean stressing ourselves, fretting, and agonizing 28 

resulting in ulcers, heart attacks, or some other disease. Acting out is turning our stress into blaming and 29 

attacking others.  Churches are in a unique position to deal with both of those destructive responses to 30 

trauma, because, like Jesus, the Church is all about salvation/wholeness – deliverance from spiritual, 31 

physical, emotional, behavioral, and social brokenness. 32 

And here’s the thing – if a church is to fulfill its mission as witness to the Gospel of salvation/wholeness, it 33 

must first address Jesus’ question to the paralyzed man hanging around the pool – “Do you want to be made 34 

well?”  Then comes the hard work of standing up and walking the walk. 35 

The Florida Council of Churches seeks to recognize and demonstrate the unity of the Church and its 36 

churches in Christ’s mission to make available salvation/wholeness to humanity’s brokenness.  In my 30-37 

year relationship with the FCC, I have experienced firsthand a oneness with brothers and sisters in Christ 38 

whose faith traditions range from Reformed to Episcopal to Pentecostal and beyond – a unity long 39 

acknowledged by Presbyterians, but not often practiced.  I have found that while we may disagree 40 

semantically we can agree substantially on our mission.  My hope and prayer is that this November’s FCC 41 

Faith leaders gathering will include not only Florida General Presbyters, but also ministers and elders from 42 

our churches – because it is within congregations that we are transformed by the Spirit, and it is from our 43 

churches that the rubber meets road as we travel the way of our Savior and Lord. 44 

Respectfully submitted, 45 

W. Harvey Jenkins, Jr. 46 
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Report from Westminster Communities of Florida 1 

 
Founded in 1954 with the construction of communities in Bradenton, then Winter Park, Westminster 2 

Communities of Florida has grown into a large, not-for-profit, faith-based family of senior living 3 

communities. 4 

 

Today, we serve over 7,000 residents seeking an active lifestyle and an emphasis on wellbeing of body, mind 5 

and soul. We provide housing for a variety of income levels.  Twelve of our 22 communities serve low-6 

income Floridians. Leaders in the PCUS had the vision for excellent church-related retirement options which 7 

we continue to follow. We are in covenant relationship with the Synod of South Atlantic of the PC(USA). 8 

Taylor Phillips, a member of the presbytery, is employed as a chaplain at Westminster Oaks. Pastors from 9 

other denominations are chaplains in the other three communities.   10 

 

In the Presbytery of Florida, we offer a wide variety of high-rise apartment residences with water and city 11 

views, ranging from studios to spacious two-bedroom apartments to cottages. Three are low and moderate 12 

income communities.  Westminster Oaks & Westminster Gardens are in Tallahassee, Westminster 13 

Village is in Pensacola, and Westminster Manor is in Fort Walton Beach. Fortunately, none were damaged 14 

in the 2017 hurricanes.   15 

 

 
 

What you need to know about Westminster Communities of Florida:  16 

 

 As a faith-based, not-for-profit organization, we honor those who served their churches through the 17 

Honorable Service Grant.  Since 2002 we have made grants to 374 retired missionaries, ministers, 18 

and other church workers and their surviving spouses of the PCUSA and other denominations 19 

totaling $5,173,202.   20 

 To thank them for serving our nation, we now offer the Distinguished Service Award for retired 21 

military, teachers, firefighters and police. 22 

 Living at Westminster Oaks, or any of our eleven Continuing Care Communities across the state is a 23 

great value — the Monthly Service Fee includes maintenance, access to all community services and 24 

amenities, and utilities. The Entrance Fee guarantees access to additional care, if it should be needed 25 

in the future. 26 

 For those who outlive their resources through no fault of their own, we offer Benevolent Assistance.  27 

 Churches in this presbytery and across the state support the Caring for Generations special offering, 28 

often received on Mothers Day.  29 

 Our Rental communities are home to a wonderful people, including many Presbyterians.  30 

 Westminster is fiscally strong with an A- bond rating from Fitch Ratings 31 

 We have a mission-driven commitment to be good stewards of our residents’ resources32 
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 Each community has a master-plan to grow as baby-boomers age and need our services.  At The 1 

Oaks in Tallahassee, we will build a stand-alone memory support center for those with dementia.  2 

 

      
 

Westminster Oaks  4449 Meandering Way, Tallahassee, FL 32308 3 

Westminster Gardens   301 E Carolina St, Tallahassee, FL 32301 4 

Westminster Manor   40 Windham Ave SE, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548 5 

Westminster Village   1700 N L St, Pensacola, FL 32501 6 

There are 18 other Westminster Communities across the state of Florida 7 

http://www.westminstercommunitiesfl.org/ 8 

 

 

Rev. Walk Jones 9 

Director of Church Relations10 
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Report of the Stated Clerk/Communications 1 

 

Annual Statistics 2 

 
A reminder for clerks and pastors that the gathering of annual statistics for each congregation is under way.  3 

If you have ANY questions or need assistance do not hesitate to contact me.   Churches have from now to 4 

Feb. 14 to enter the statistics for 2018.  Do not wait until the last minute.  At a minimum, please enter your 5 

membership numbers. 6 

 

The session needs to approve the report as early as possible after December 31, 2018. This is a session 7 

report and DOES NOT require approval at a congregational meeting. 8 

 

The program works best using Firefox, Chrome, and Safari. For those folks who are using IE (Microsoft 9 

Internet Explorer) there are instructions on the statistics page for making changes to the browser. 10 

 

Commissioners to Presbytery for 2019 11 

 

Article III of the By-Laws of the Presbytery of Florida provide for one ruling elder commissioner from 12 

each congregation.  Churches with membership above 500 are entitled to additional commissioners.   13 

 
Our number of congregations is currently at 41. We have 4 congregations with membership between 501-14 

1000 who are entitled to two ruling elder commissioners:   15 

Quincy, First; 16 

Pensacola, First;  17 

Pensacola, Trinity;  18 

Tallahassee, Faith.   19 

 

This will provide for 45 ruling elder commissioners.  20 

 

Article III.1 further states:  21 

…each ruling elder elected moderator or other officer of the presbytery, each ruling elder elected as a 22 

member of the leadership team of presbytery or as chairperson of the nominating committee, and each ruling 23 

elder elected as coordinating presbyter or associate presbyter (when applicable) and exempt staff (when 24 

applicable) shall be enrolled as a member of presbytery for the term of his or her office, whether or not 25 

commissioned by his or her session.  26 

 

The nominees for 2019 service that would be included in this count are Roseanna Phillips, Leslie Yandle,  27 

W. O. Bell.   28 

 

The number of ministers of Word and Sacrament is 30 plus 4 ministers serving at-large plus 2 from other 29 

traditions enrolled as members plus 5 Commissioned Lay Pastors.   30 

 

There are 45 retired ministers of Word and Sacrament with 11 currently serving on committees of the 31 

presbytery.  This results in 51 ministers of Word and Sacrament; there is no imbalance of ministers of Word 32 

and Sacrament to ruling elders.  33 

 

Rolls as of December 31, 2018 34 

 
The following ministers of Word and Sacrament are members of the Florida Presbytery engaged in a 35 

validated ministry (G-2.0503a): 36 

Mel Baars, Bill Bess, Rob Bohnsack, Mark Broadhead, Tae Ho Cheong, Joseph Chung, Samuel Bradly 37 

Clayton, Brant Copeland, Chris Erde, John Erthein,  R.C. Griffin, Hugh Hamilton,  John Kelsay, John Kupar, 38 

Lisa Martin, Roy Martin, Beth McCaw,  A.J. Mealor, Charles K. Moore, Taylor Phillips, Linda Pitts, Emily39 
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 Proctor, Robert Quiring, James Rollins, Steven Schaick, Sharon Schuler, Sheldon Steen, Trinity Joy 1 

Whitley, Carol Wood, Brian Yount. (30) 2 

 

The following ministers of Word and Sacrament are members-at-large of the Florida Presbytery (G-3 

2.0503b): 4 

Jae Wan Chung, Pamela King-Phillips, Robert Sugg, Joan Wooten. (4) 5 

 

The following ministers of Word and Sacrament are honorably retired members of the Florida 6 

Presbytery (G-2.0503c): 7 

Barry Arnold, Michael Askew, Glenn Bass, Frank Beall, Don Brown, Lewis Bullard, Reid Cameron, Bruce 8 

Chapman, Ted Chumley,  James Duncan, Terry Dyer,  Jonas Georges, Al Harris, Gene Harris, Kathleen 9 

Hodgson, Harry Horne, James Huffaker, Dolores Ingraham, Owen Ireland, Harvey Jenkins, Hal Jensen, 10 

Hubert Johnston, Fred Keith, Kenneth Kelley, George Kessler, Charles Lapp, Bill Lee, John Lown, Ruth 11 

Mashewske, Donna Medlock, Steven Melamed, Dan Mitchell, Lindsay Moffett, James Monroe, Durl Odom, 12 

Clarence Payne, James Peacock, Luther Price, Albert Reese, Leo Sandon, Morris Springer, James Stansbury, 13 

Mary Vance, James Urquhart, Ezra Yune. (45; 11 actively participating) 14 

 

The following are ministers from other Christian traditions who have been enrolled as members of the 15 

Florida Presbytery: 16 

Richard Conner – ELCA and Temporary Supply at Parkway Presbyterian Church;  17 

Emory Hingst – ELCA and Parish Associate at First Presbyterian Church in Tallahassee 18 

 
The following are Ruling Elders currently commissioned for service within the Presbytery: 19 

 

Tonya Fernandes – Navarre 20 

Glenn Hodges – Port St. Joe 21 

Alan House – Gretna/Woodland 22 

Joanne Kublik – First, Milton 23 

Larry Plank – Navarre 24 

 

Annual Report on Christian Educators 25 

as of December 31, 2018 26 

 
The following Christian Educators meet the provisions outlined in the By-Laws (Article IV, #5) to 27 

have voice at Presbytery Meetings: (certified Christian Educators or Christian Educators who have 28 

five or more years paid church related Christian Education experience) 29 

 
Lisa Wilder – First Presbyterian, Quincy (5+ years) 30 

Christy Williams – First Presbyterian, Tallahassee (CCE) 31 

Laurice Andrews – First Presbyterian, DeFuniak Springs (5+ years) 32 

Jason Williams – Grace Presbyterian, Panama City (5+ years) 33 

 

 

The following Christian Educators meet the provisions outlined in the By-Laws (Article IV, #5) to 34 

have voice and vote at Presbytery Meetings: (certified Christian Educators who are also ruling elders, 35 

or Christian Educators who have five or more years paid church related Christian Education 36 

experience and also ruling elder) 37 

 

Jeannie Dixon –Tallahassee (CCE and RE) 38 

Carol Deloach – Christ Presbyterian Church, Tallahassee (5+ years and RE) 39 

Shannon Guse – Faith Presbyterian Church, Tallahassee (5+ years and RE) 40 

Vickie Dieth – Christ Presbyterian, Tallahassee (5+ years and RE) 41 
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The following Christian Educators are currently employed by churches within the bounds of the 1 

Florida Presbytery: 2 

 

Lauren Christian – Gulf Breeze Presbyterian Church  3 

 

 

Communications: 4 

Letter from St. Johns Presbyterian Church, Devon, PA 5 

 

Respectfully submitted, 6 

Jeannie Dixon, Stated Clerk7 
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Committee and Commission Reports 
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Final Report from the 1 

Administrative Commission for Shalimar Presbyterian Church 2 

 

This was the third Administrative Commission (AC) for Shalimar Presbyterian Church (SPC).  We were 3 

Commissioned at the May 17, 2016 Presbytery Meeting.  The members of the AC were: 4 

 Teaching Elder Danny Loffredo – Gulf Breeze  5 

 Ruling Elder John Schuler – First- Ft. Walton Beach  6 

 Ruling Elder Tim Crawford – First-Crestview  7 

 Ruling Elder Lori Prettyman – Trinity-Pensacola  8 

 Teaching Elder John Wamsley – First-Marianna  9 

 10 

Timeline highlights 11 

We met with the SPC Session 4 times between September 2016 and January 2017.   12 

January 31, 2017 Lori Prettyman resigns from AC 13 

March 30, 2017, Monday, a Special Called Congregational Meeting was held to hear the report of the AC.  14 

The AC assumed Original Jurisdiction and requested all financial records, all session minutes, church 15 

membership rolls and keys to the building.   16 

March 2017, John Schuler elected AC Chair 17 

April 13, 2017, Deed to SPC and manse transferred to Shalimar Community Church 18 

April 16, 2017, Saturday, email from Welton Law Firm, Crestview, FL, stating all correspondence from the 19 

AC and Presbytery of Florida was to be directed to the Welton Law Firm. 20 

April 21, 2017, Friday, letter to SPC Clerk of Session c/o Welton Law Firm. With tracking #, Delivered 21 

Monday, April 24, 2017. 22 

May 2017, AC put on hold  23 

May 9, 2017, Committee on Ministry (COM) recommended to the Presbytery Leadership Team (PLT) to 24 

hire an attorney to protect the interests of the Presbytery of Florida (POF) and SPC. 25 

October 4, 2017, Shalimar Community Church transfers Deed of SPC and manse back to SPC 26 

November 28, 2017, Danny Loffredo accepts new call in South Carolina 27 

December 12, 2017, Hugh Hamilton and Bob Palmer appointed the AC to replace Danny Loffredo and Lori 28 

Prettyman 29 

April 12, 2018, AC reactivated AC  30 

May 1, 2018, received keys to SPC – building totally empty  31 

May 4, 2018, rekeyed church buildings 32 

July 27, 2018, SPC transfers Deed to POF 33 

July 27, 2018, POF sells church property to Shalimar Methodist Church34 
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July 28, 2018, letter to tenants in manse with 30-day notice 1 

September 10, 2018, p/u keys for manse 2 

October 4, 2018, SPC transfers manse property to POF 3 

October 4, 2018, POF sells Manse to Ed Property Acquisitions 4 

October 2018 to January 2019, making sure all bills are paid in full 5 

Both the church building and property have been sold.  The church property was purchased by Shalimar 6 

Methodist Church for the appraised value of $375,000.  The manse was purchased by an investor for 7 

$209,900.  After all the bills have been paid on the two properties, we have a total of $512,691.56. 8 

I want to thank Roy Martin, Paul Luthman, Jeannie Dixon, Mary Vance, and Melissa Willis for all their 9 

advice and wisdom. 10 

I want to thank all the members of the AC: Danny Loffredo,, Hugh Hamilton, John Wamsley, Tim Crawford, 11 

Bob Palmer, Lori Prettyman, and John Schuler for all of their time and support.   12 

Respectfully and Thankfully, 13 

John Schuler, Chair 14 

 

 

Recommendations 15 

 

All proceeds from both the sale of the Shalimar Presbyterian Church property and manse be deposited in 16 

either one of our existing accounts with the Presbyterian Foundation or in a money market.  The proceeds 17 

from the sales will be in an account or fund that requires Presbytery Coordinating and Planning Commission 18 

approval. 19 

The Shalimar Presbyterian Church Administrative Commission be dismissed. 20 
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Report of the Administrative Commission for Pace Presbyterian Church 1 

At its stated meeting on May 19, 2018 the Presbytery appointed Joan Wooten (First-Pensacola), Sharon 2 

Schuler (First-Fort Walton Beach), Mike Wiggins (First-Pensacola), Cam Massengill (Trinity-Pensacola), 3 

and Robin Akerman (Trinity-Pensacola) to serve on an Administrative Commission to work with Pace 4 

Presbyterian Church.  The Commission was given authority to assume original jurisdiction, if necessary. 5 

The Commission held its first meeting on June 14, 2018 and has met regularly since then.  Starting in August 6 

2018 it has also met with the congregation on four separate occasions, and conducted several private 7 

interviews with the bookkeeper, the preschool director, and individual members of the congregation.   8 

The Commission assumed original jurisdiction on September 6, 2018.  Having had no assigned Moderator 9 

since the end of 2017, the Session was not duly constituted or functioning.  It was discovered that there were 10 

no Session minutes after November 2015, even during the tenure of the last installed pastor (November 11 

2016-November 2017).  Over the course of this three-year period (2015-2018) it appears that individual 12 

elders who had served on Session were meeting informally to manage church operations.  There is no record 13 

of nomination, election, or ordination/installation of elders since 2015.  The current membership numbers 14 

approximately 12. 15 

In its meetings with the congregation, the Commission’s goal was to listen attentively to members’ 16 

discernment of the church’s situation, to ascertain their awareness of the church’s debt and financial status, 17 

and to help them weigh the merits of dissolution as a chartered congregation.  Most of these meetings were 18 

contentious.  The Commission was never able to establish a relationship of trust with the congregation.  In 19 

early December the members decided on their own to hold their last worship service on December 16, 2018.  20 

The Rev. Steven Rhodes (HR), who served as the organizing pastor from 1994 to 2000, led the final worship 21 

service.  It should be noted that Rev. Rhodes was enormously helpful to the Commission as well as to the 22 

congregation, and that he endeavored to mitigate the degree of animosity the congregation felt towards the 23 

Commission and the Presbytery. We are very grateful to him. 24 

A large part of the Commission’s work since June 2018 has been devoted to gaining a clear picture of the 25 

church’s troubled financial situation.  A cursory review of the records undertaken in August and September 26 

revealed discrepancies in amounts and difficulty tracking expenses between the church and its mission, New 27 

Beginnings Preschool.  Over the years the preschool has had to assume an increasing share of the financial 28 

responsibility associated with the utilities, taxes, and mortgage payments.  In order to present a realistic 29 

financial picture to the congregation, the Commission entered into a consulting agreement with Presbytery’s 30 

Treasurer, Denise Vandiver, who spent two days at the church in early November researching records and 31 

files.  Her draft report submitted to the Commission on November 30 documented specific discrepancies and 32 

helped the Commission pinpoint for the congregation’s benefit the decisions that lay before them.  33 

The church’s total debt is nearly $86,000, comprised of a mortgage with Presbyterian Investment and Loan 34 

Program (PILP) and a promissory note with Regions Bank.  They have an investment account with Morgan 35 

Stanley whose equities total approximately $72,000.  Selling off part of the property would buy some time, 36 

but of itself is not a prescription for revitalization.  While the members were not completely unaware of the 37 

church’s debt, being faced with the challenges and energy required to continue trying to manage a failing 38 

congregation probably helped to move them in the direction of dissolving. 39 

Therefore,  40 

The Administrative Commission recommends to Presbytery that Pace Presbyterian Church be dissolved as a 41 

chartered congregation effective June 30, 2019 and that the Commission remain in place between this 42 

meeting and the date of dissolution to reconcile finances and conduct an inventory of assets.43 

 



 

Winter Stated Presbytery Meeting                                               13                                                  January 26, 2019 

Rationale:  1 

1. Regarding the substance of the recommendation:  The membership of the church has 2 

demonstrated neither the capability nor the interest in fulfilling the constitutional definition of a 3 

congregation under our polity (Book of Order G-1.01). 4 

2. Regarding the timeline of the recommendation:  New Beginnings Preschool is not an independent 5 

entity but a mission of Pace Presbyterian Church.  In order to finish the school year without 6 

disruption, the preschool requires the umbrella of a chartered congregation to function under its 7 

current license.  The Director has identified a new site for the preschool and has indicated that 8 

she can easily accomplish the move by June 30, 2019. 9 

In October 2018, Sharon Schuler resigned from the Commission for personal reasons.  The Commission 10 

accepted her resignation with regret and wishes to recognize her hard work with us during the months she 11 

served.   12 

The Commission will make its next report to the Presbytery at the May 2019 stated meeting. 13 

 

Respectfully submitted, 14 

Joan Hedrich Wooten 15 

Chair16 



Committee and Commission Reports 
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Report from the Committee on Ministry 1 

 2 

Purpose: To fulfill all Book of Order and presbytery manual responsibilities related to oversight of and 3 

assistance to congregations, Ministers of the Word and Sacrament and Certified Christian Educators in 4 

their ministry.   5 

 

Items for Information 6 

 Received Rev. Steven Rhodes as a member of the Presbytery of Florida pending his release from 7 

Foothills Presbytery. 8 

 Restructuring of COM is underway in keeping with the new structure of Presbytery. 9 

 Approved Lynn Haven–First to receive PDA funds for hurricane repairs.  10 

 Approved Wewahitchka to receive for PDA funds for hurricane repairs 11 

 Appointed a Task Force for Structuring Terms of Call according to directives of the General 12 

Assembly and the Board of Pensions. 13 

 Approved the contract between DeFuniak Springs–First and CLP Joanne Kublik.  14 

 Decided to not hold the 2019 pulpit exchange in light of the disruption in the Central District 15 

congregations. 16 

 The Gulf Beach church has been approved as a PDA sight.  17 

 Rev. Joan Wooten was appointed moderator at Milton–First through March. 18 

 Roy Martin continues to preach at church’s within Presbytery. 19 

 Terms of Call forms are due no later than February 28, 2019, even if there are no changes.  (See 20 

attached form.) 21 

 

Items for Action 22 

 None 23 

 

Other: 24 

 Recognition of Honorable Retirement for Rev. William Bess 25 

 Introduction of Rev. Luis Ocasio – Pastor at Havana–First 26 

 Introduction of Rev. Steve Rhodes (HR) 27 

 

Next Meeting of the COM is Tuesday, March 12, 2019, 9:30 AM Central 28 
 

Committee on Ministry – 18 members (1 vacancy) 
Class of 2019 Class of 2020 Class of 2018 

Mary Schmidt 

(Elder-1
st
, Marianna) 

Mark Broadhead (Chair) 

(Minister-1
st
, Crestview) 

Bob Palmer 

(Elder-Trinity, Pensacola) 

Linda Shelley 

(Elder-Faith, Tallahassee) 

Brant Copeland 

(Minister-1
st
 , Tallahassee) 

Harry Horne 

(Minister-HR) 

Joan Wooten 

(Minister –Member at Large) 

Jo Kublik 

(CLP-1
st
, Crestview) 

Bill Bess 

(Minister-1
st
, Havana) 

Susie Graves 

(Elder-Lafayette, Tallahassee) 

John Erthein 

(Minister-1
st
 , Tallahassee) 

Robert Quiring 

(Minister-1
st
, Pensacola) 

Ken Kelley 

(Minister-HR) 

John Schuler 

(Elder-1
st
, Ft. Walton Beach) 

Don Mowat 

(Elder- Lynn Haven) 

Vacancy Bob Crabtree 

(Elder – Christ, Tallahassee) 

Dan Mitchell 

(Minister- 1
st
, Chipley 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.) 

2019 ANNUAL COMPENSATION REVIEW 

(For Ministers of Word and Sacrament) 

 

The _____________________________ Presbyterian Church of ____________________________, Florida,  

 

(Church PIN ___________), at a Congregational Meeting held  ____________________ approved the following  
 (Date) 

terms of call for _______________________________________   to the office of ____________________ of   
                                         (Name)   
this congregation, for the year ______________.   This position is: Full Time  / Part Time  (Circle one) 

 

A.  Personal Compensation Presbytery Minimum 2019 Approved 

 1. Cash Salary
*
 26,190.00    

 2. Housing Allowance 9,546.00    

     OR 

  Manse Rental Value
1   

    

 3. Utilities      

 4. Other _____________       

 5. Total Effective Salary
2
 35,736.00    

 

B. Additional REQUIRED Benefits 

 6. Major Medical (25%)  11,000.00
3
    

 7. Pension and Disability (12%)  1,740.00
4
    

 8. Employer Portion of SECA (7.65%) 2,734.00
5
    

 9. Total Benefits 15,474.00    

 

C. Professional Reimbursement 

 10. Automobile Expense  2,000.00     

 11. Continuing Ed/Books  500.00    

 12. Other______________      

 13. Total Professional Reimbursement  2,500.00    

 

D. Other Non-Required Provisions 

 14. Dental      

 15.       

 

Total Cost to the Church 53,710.00    

 

 E. Additional Provisions:  

   Vacation (4 Weeks minimum)     

   Continuing Education (2 weeks minimum)    

   Maternity/Paternity Leave: 6 Weeks with full compensation (minimum)  

 

I certify that the call has been made in all respects according to the rules laid down in the Form of Government, and 

that the person who signed the foregoing call was authorized to do so by vote of the congregation. 

 

       

     Moderator of the Meeting 
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*
 For information: The Board of Pensions has raised the median Effective Salary 1.9% for 2019 (to $59,102).  

Presbytery recommends a 1.9% increase for Ministers of Word and Sacrament. 

 

 
1 
The Manse Rental Value amount must be at least 30% of the total of Cash Salary, Utilities, and Other 

Compensation (furnishings, deferred income, etc.) for Pastors residing in employer-provided housing. 
 

2 
May be divided between items 1 and 2 as deemed necessary (and justifiable to IRS regulations). 

 
3  

 Set by the Board of Pensions.  The minimum participation basis is $44,000. (i.e. you must pay $11,000 even if your 

pastor’s Effective Salary is less than $44,000). 

 
4
  Set by the Board of Pensions. The minimum participation basis here is $14,500.    

 
5  

The 7.65% Employer Portion of the Effective Salary for Social Security is not considered a part of  Effective 

Salary when calculating Board of Pension dues. 

 

 

Please return this completed form NO LATER THAN February 28, 2019 to: 

 

Rev. Mark Broadhead, Chair of COM 

First Presbyterian Church 

492 N. Ferdon Blvd 

Crestview, FL  32536



   
  

Winter Stated Presbytery Meeting                                               17                                                  January 26, 2019 

Report from the Committee on Preparation for Ministry 1 

 
Purpose: To oversee the care and examination of Commissioned Lay Pastors, Inquirers, and 2 

Candidates for Ministry, inform sessions of the process for CLPs, inquiry and candidacy, and conduct 3 

examinations of candidates seeking calls within the bounds of this presbytery.   4 

 

For information: 5 

CPM met December 20, 2018, at 10 a.m. at Dogwood Acres. Present: Rev. Emily Proctor, chair; Sheldon 6 

Steen; R.C. Griffin; Lisa Wilder; Raymond Guterman; Bob Lovins; Sally Zorn; and Roy Martin  7 

Rev. Emily Proctor opened the meeting with prayer and a devotion on the Magnificat. 8 

The committee reviewed Erin Rosica’s faith statement and application to move into the Candidacy phase, 9 

and approved goals for growth. The committee noted its approval via email vote in November to approve 10 

Raymond Guterman to be a special proctor for the Bible Content Exam for Erin Rosica in Tallahassee. 11 

The committee noted its application on behalf of Lauren Scott for the $500 Synod Scholarship, the funds of 12 

which has been received by the Presbytery Office, who will deposit the check and disburse the funds directly 13 

to Lauren Scott.  The committee conducted its Annual Review of Inquirer Lauren Scott (receiving Form 3), 14 

approved her to continue in the Inquiry process and to do her summer SM210 internship at Central 15 

Presbyterian Church, and set goals for growth. 16 

The committee received with joy Candidate Shelby Andrew’s email update. 17 

The committee noted its recommendation via email vote in November that Elizabeth Riley Pickett be 18 

approved to move from the Inquiry to Candidacy phase of the ordination process, following examination and 19 

vote at the January Presbytery Meeting, and discussed with Riley on the phone her faith statement, the final 20 

version of which should be submitted to the Presbytery office by January 7 for inclusion in the Presbytery 21 

packet. 22 

The committee approved recommending changes to the committee description as proposed by Emily Proctor. 23 

The committee noted that the CPM will now take over the oversight of the training of those seeking to 24 

become Commissioned Lay Pastors and in 2019 will work to develop a policy and procedure for doing so. 25 

The committee thanked Emily Proctor for her leadership as chair and welcomes Sheldon Steen as the new 26 

CPM chair in 2019, with Emily Proctor serving as Vice Chair.  Emily will share with Sheldon via Dropbox 27 

all relevant CPM documents.  The committee also welcomes Trinity Whitley on as a new member in 2019.  28 

The committee will begin meeting every other month, beginning in February 2019, but notes that finding a 29 

time when everyone on the committee can meet has been a challenge.  The committee size is being reduced 30 

from nine to seven members, and this may happen organically as a result of the chosen meeting times 31 

moving forward.   32 

For action: 33 

 CPM recommends that the Presbytery approve Erin Rosica as a Candidate, following an examination 34 

on the floor of the January 2019 Presbytery meeting 35 

 CPM recommends that the Presbytery approve Riley Pickett as a Candidate, following an 36 

examination on the floor of the January 2019 Presbytery meeting 37 

Respectfully submitted, 38 

Emily Proctor, Chair39 



   
  

Winter Stated Presbytery Meeting                                               18                                                  January 26, 2019 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry – Membership: Chair, Vice-Chair, 5 Members-at-large  

Class of 2019 Class of 2020 Class of 2021 

Bob Lovins 

(Elder-Lafayette, Tallahassee) 

Lisa Wilder 

(DCE-1
st
, Quincy) 

Emily Proctor (Chair) 

(Minister-Red Bay) 

Nancy Henning 

(Member- Lafayette, Tallahassee) 

R. C. Griffin 

(Minister-1
st
, Monticello) 

Sally Zorn 

(Elder- Trinity, Pensacola) 

Raymond Guterman 

(Minister-Member at Large) 

Sheldon Steen 

(Minister-UKirk Tallahassee) 

Trinity Whitley 

(Minister- Faith, Tallahassee) 
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Erin Rosica - Statement of Personal Faith     Form 5A / 2019 

I am a cradle Christian. I’ve known Jesus as my savior and my friend since I was six years old. I hold fast to 

the statements of faith made in both the Apostle’s Creed and Nicene Creed. If I were to explain my faith in 

Christ to someone unfamiliar with Christianity, they are where I would begin.  

I believe Jesus is “the Way, the Truth and the Life (John 14:6).” 

 

I believe the Truth is that God who created all things is real. God alone is Holy and worthy of praise. God 

loves us and wants to be in loving relationship with us. “For the Lord is good, his steadfast love endures 

forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.” (Psalm 100:5) I believe God is revealed to humanity in three 

persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I believe in, worship, and strive to serve the Triune God. 

 

The Way is in Jesus Christ, my friend and my Redeemer, who offers us salvation from death through the gift 

of his loving grace. The Light of the World is Jesus Christ who came into the world showing us how to live a 

life of perfection and who saves us from eternal death through his sacrificial death and resurrection. I believe 

Christ came into the world, lived, and died so that his sacrifice would serve as a random paid on behalf of all 

people. Now all people may be joined into the kingdom of God as children of the Lord. I believe I am a child 

of God. 

 

I believe we each have the free will to respond to God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ. We each can 

choose to repent of our sins and turn our lives to God, or not. And if we choose the Way of Christ, we 

express our thanksgiving for God’s grace through good deeds, not as an obligation but because our natures 

have been changed by our salvation. I believe the Holy Spirit guides us to help us live in faithfulness. 

 

The way Paul puts it in his letter to the Colossians vs.1:15-23 expresses best my soul’s belief. There, he says, 

“[Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on 

earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 

have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 

might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 

through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 

peace through the blood of his cross. And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil 

deeds, he has now reconciled in his fleshly body though death, so as to present you holy and blameless and 

irreproachable before him provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without 

shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature 

under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.” I, Erin, also wish to be a servant of this gospel. 

 

Amen.  
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Riley Pickett 

 

Statement of Faith 

 

 

I believe in the Triune God—God the Parent, God the Son, and God the Spirit. I believe in God the Son, 

or Jesus Christ, in whom the Christian life began and continues to be lived out. Through learning about 

Jesus’ life, I believe we are called to a life of radical compassion, love, hospitality, and justice. Jesus, 

who hung out with the sinners and outcasts and called them friends, who healed the sick, welcomed the 

stranger, and brought the powerful down from their thrones. Jesus, who was murdered for a crime he 

didn’t commit and still asked forgiveness for his murderers with his last dying breath. This Jesus, who is 

on the side of the oppressed yet still forgives the oppressor. Jesus, who is in solidarity with human 

suffering. Jesus, divine and human—the great contradiction. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we 

are called Beloved and shown grace beyond comprehension. Through Jesus, I know that death doesn’t 

have the last word and I believe we are called to hope for and trust in Christ’s promise of eternal life.  

 

I believe in God the Mothering Parent, or whom Jesus called Abba, Father. The Triune God, who 

created the world and called it good, who created us in God’s image—God of all people, which for me 

includes all genders, sexualities, and races. Because we are human and not God, this image of God is 

violated in ourselves and in others. The force of sin and darkness threatens to overtake the world; 

creation cries out in pain and longs to be cared for. The natural world, human beings, and animals are 

treated with disrespect and hatred. Yet in the midst of suffering, God’s light, or force of love, always 

wins and always overtakes the darkness. God loves us, is faithful, and shows all grace through 

forgiveness and mercy. God’s kingdom is both here and not yet—God is making all things new and is 

not finished creating. We can participate in God’s Kingdom right here and now and experience life and 

life abundant. At the same time, we can also hope for a day in the beautiful city, the new creation, as we 

do God’s work on this earth right here and now.  

 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit. The same Spirit given to us at Jesus’ ascension, the Spirit that came 

down and formed the body of Christ, the Church, the community of believers. I believe the Church 

includes a diversity of people and is not confined to a building. This is the community of those called 

Beloved by Christ. This is a space that teaches us we are loved and where we are called to love in return. 

It is a space where we bear each other’s burdens, build each other up, and grow together. The Spirit 

binds us together to make the Church. I believe the Church is called to constantly aim to be better—

reformed and always reforming—as it attempts to include and use all people. The Spirit reaches us 

through the sacraments as we remember Jesus through a meal of bread and wine, shared at a table 

without fences. The Spirit claims us in baptism, calls us Beloved, and calls all people to the work of God 

in the world. The Spirit engages us in Scripture as we explore its message and let it work in our souls 

and to inform our work in the world. The Spirit gives us courage to do God’s work, to work alongside 

God to bring about justice, freedom, and peace for all people. The Spirit gives us the words to pray, 

helps us to realize our gifts and live them out, empowers us to serve Christ in the world, and leads us to 

experience God in other people and in creation. The Spirit is our advocate and guide. The Spirit resides 

in us and around us and in everyone else. The Spirit speaks to us, gives us life, and is the essence of love 

in all beings.  
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Report from the Committee on Nominations 1 

 
Purpose: To nominate to Presbytery individuals to serve on presbytery committees, adhering to 2 

established norms of committee membership and representation including vacancies, chairs and vice-3 

chairs; and to nominate persons to serve on presbytery’s PJC and as commissioners to Synod and 4 

General Assembly meetings.  5 

 6 

The following chair and vice-chair nominations for the restructured Presbytery of Florida Committees are 7 

presented for approval: 8 

 

Committee on Church Revitalization (CCR):  Chair- Jim Huffaker- Honorably Retired 9 

      Vice-Chair- Lisa Martin- 1st Lynn Haven 10 

 

Committee on Educational Resources (CER): Chair- John Kupar- 1st , Pensacola 11 

 

Committee on Representation (CR): Chair- Michael Askew- Gulf Beach, Panama City Beach 12 

 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry: Chair- Sheldon Steen – Ukirk Tallahassee 13 

(CPA) Vice Chair: Emily Proctor - Red Bay 14 

 

Committee on Presbytery Administration: Chair- W.O. Bell- Faith, Tallahassee 15 

 Vice Chair- Jean Norman- Trinity, Pensacola 16 

 

Committee on New Congregational Chair- A.J. Mealor- Fellowship, Tallahassee 17 

Development (CNCD): 18 

 

Committee on Mission and Outreach: Chair- Hugh Hamilton- Trinity, Pensacola 19 

 

Coordinating and Planning Commission (CPC) 20 

   Chair (Past Moderator): Chris Erde - 1st, Quincy 21 

   Vice Chair (Moderator): Sharon Schuler - 1st, Fort Walton Beach 22 

   Moderator-in-Nomination: Roseanna Phillips - 1st, Pensacola 23 

   CPM: Sheldon Steen - UKirk Tallahassee 24 

   CCR: Jim Huffaker, Honorably Retired 25 

   CDA: Linda Lovins - Christ, Tallahassee 26 

   CER: John Kupar - 1st,  Pensacola 27 

   CMO: Hugh Hamilton - Trinity, Pensacola 28 

   CNCD: A. J. Mealor - Fellowship, Tallahassee 29 

   CN: Leslie Yandle - 1st, Pensacola 30 

   COM: Mark Broadhead - 1st, Crestview 31 

   CPA: W. O. Bell - Faith, Tallahassee 32 

   CR: Michael Askew- Gulf Beach, Panama City Beach 33 

 

      

For Information, Committee Membership Vacancies: 34 

As the Presbytery of Florida is committed to revitalizing our presbytery and our committees, we are reaching 35 

out to our church members to consider serving on one of the following committees.  Committee members are 36 

not required to be church elders. The only requirements for consideration are that he/she be a church member 37 

and have a desire and passion for the work of the committee. 38 
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Committee on Representation 1 

Committee on Educational Resources2 

Committee on New Congregational Development 3 

Committee on Mission and Outreach 4 

Committee on Congregational Revitalization  5 

Committee on Dogwood Acres 6 

 

For additional information regarding the work of the committees and to express interest please contact a 7 

member of the Committee on Nominations: 8 

 

Leslie Yandle  leslie.yandle@gmail.com 9 

Angie Shehee  ashehee@aol.com 10 

Sandra Winslett sandrarwinslett1@cox.net 11 

Bill Bess  billbess@aol.com 12 

Tracey Schoppe schoppepcb@aol.com 13 

Sherl Morden  artsherl@aol.com 14 

 

Respectfully submitted by the Committee on Nominations15 

mailto:leslie.yandle@gmail.com
mailto:ashehee@aol.com
mailto:sandrarwinslett1@cox.net
mailto:billbess@aol.com
mailto:schoppepcb@aol.com
mailto:artsherl@aol.com
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Report from the Committee on Dogwood Acres 1 

 2 

Purpose: To provide short and long-term planning, management, development, operations, and 3 

programs connected with Dogwood Acres.   4 

 

The most recent meeting of the Committee on Dogwood Acres (CDA) was held on Jan. 12, 2019 at 5 

Dogwood Acres from 9:00 to 3:00 (central).  Attending were Susie Barber, Secretary; Lauren Christian; Ken 6 

Densmore; Emma Hodges; Kay Lachat; Linda Lovins, Chair; and James Vance.  Lisa Wilder was absent.  Ex 7 

officio members in attendance were Director Ben Powell and Program Director Jason Williams. 8 

The CDA reorganized its 7 Teams into 5 and tasked each Team with reviewing its responsibilities as listed in 9 

the General Presbyter’s Report of Oct. 30, 2018.  The Teams within the CDA are now: 1) Children & 10 

Youth; 2) Property and Volunteers; 3) Retreats; 4) Partnerships; and 5) Administration.  As we work with the 11 

Committee on Nominations to fill the remaining openings on the CDA, please note that we’re in need of 12 

additional representation from the west and center of our Presbytery.  We’re also hoping to find someone for 13 

whom building partnerships with corporate and community organizations is a strong skill. 14 

James Vance and Ben Powell, with staff and volunteers, continue to power through the layers of fundraising, 15 

grant-writing, insurance details, and physical post-hurricane/tornado recovery work required to open the 16 

camp for retreats beginning at the end of February and Summer Camp.  Ben continues to work closely with 17 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) and Kathy Broyard of the Florida PDA Network (FLAPDAN) to 18 

serve as a housing/staging area for volunteers working multiple days on-site and in the region. 19 

The tree crews have completed the bulk of the work that required heavy equipment.  DWA’s roads are all 20 

currently lined with huge debris piles, soon to be removed.  The next steps will be done largely by 21 

volunteers and, as needed, a few professionals.  Ben has also done considerable fund-raising and we’re 22 

tremendously grateful for the generosity we’ve experienced from within and well beyond our Presbytery 23 

borders. 24 

To communicate more effectively across the Presbytery, members of the CDA are in the process of calling 25 

every church to find one (1) person per church who will serve as a Dogwood Acres Ambassador by sharing 26 

our new quarterly news bulletins with others in their congregation and community.  Through the 27 

Ambassadors, we’ll share important info: the opening of summer camp registration, opportunities for youth 28 

and adults, and more!  Upcoming events currently include: 29 

o Youth and Kids Volunteer Days – January 25th-26th; for 3rd through 8th grade 30 

o Dogwood Youth Conference – March 15th-17th, for youth in grades 6-12 31 

o Summer Camp – For more info, contact Jason Williams at Jason@dogwoodacres.org or visit the 32 

website at DogwoodAcres.org. 33 

We’re currently seeking: 34 

o Administrative Assistant (able to work from home; come to DWA periodically) 35 

o Cook (needed right away) 36 

o Volunteer Social Media Specialist (with potential to become a paid position) 37 

The CDA is preparing to move into the next phase of its Visioning process within the Presbytery.  For more 38 

information, please contact Linda Lovins at ArtsEdLin@gmail.com.  The CDA’s remaining 2019 meetings 39 

will be held at Dogwood Acres from 9:00 to 3:00 (central) on May 11, August 24, and October 19.40 

Respectfully submitted, 41 

Linda Lovins, Chair 42 

 
  

mailto:Jason@dogwoodacres.org
http://www.dogwoodacres.org/
mailto:ArtsEdLin@gmail.com
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Committee on Dogwood Acres – Membership: Chair, Vice-Chair, 11 members-at-large 

Class of 2019 Class of 2020 Class of 2021 

Lisa Wilder 

(DCE-1st, Quincy) 

Linda Lovins 

(Member-Christ, Tallahassee) 

Ken Densmore 

(Elder-1st, Pensacola) 

Susie Barber 

(Elder-1st, Marianna) 

James Vance 

(Elder-Fellowship, Tallahassee)  
 

Kay Lachat 

(Member-Lafayette, Tallahassee) 

Emma Hodges 

(Member-Christ, Tallahassee)  
 

 
Lauren Christian 

(DCE-Gulf Breeze) 
 



Other Ministry Items 
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Report from the Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery 1 

 

Presbyterian Women Purpose   2 

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and  3 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves: 4 

To nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study, 5 

To support the mission of the church worldwide,  6 

To work for justice and peace,  7 

To build an inclusive, caring community of women  8 

That strengthens the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),  9 

And witnesses to the promise of God’s Kingdom. 10 

In August 2018, nine (9) women from the Florida Presbytery attended the Gathering in Louisville. The experience 11 

was wonderful and, hopefully, your church invited someone who attended to speak to the womens’ groups or 12 

even your congregation about the wonderful life stories, experiences, new friends and the Love of Christ which 13 

we all shared.  We met and heard Amy Poling Sutherlund, author of our 2018 – 2019 Bible Study, entitled God’s 14 

Promise: I Am With You.  Amy is co-pastor of First Presbyterian Church in San Marcus, Texas.  15 

Our Gatherings for the PW Presbytery of Florida were hosted by DeFuniak Springs, First, in DeFuniak Springs, 16 

Florida, in 2014, and by Tallahassee, Faith, March 15, 2015.  These Gatherings are always so wonderful in many 17 

ways, because we get to meet so many of our sisters across the Presbytery. The 2019 Gathering will be held in 18 

Pensacola, with details coming very soon.  19 

Workshops for incoming Coordinating Team members was held jointly with our Coordinating Team, allowing 20 

time to discuss each office duties. Many of us have responsibilities in various areas of PW, and discussing all of 21 

the areas seemed beneficial.  22 

Presbyterian Women are ever-mindful that we are never alone in our faith journey. Maintaining and preserving 23 

the history of PW at all levels of the church is a meaningful task for leaders of PW.   24 

The PWP Historian keeps the history of the PWP.  On an annual basis with the original, it is sent to the Columbia 25 

Theological Seminary History Archives. A copy is kept in the Presbytery, a copy for the PW Directory and a copy 26 

sent to the Synod Presbyterian Women Historian.  27 

Anyone – male or female – “who supports the PW Purpose… is welcome and encouraged to participate in all 28 

activities” (PW Manual, 6). Participation may include attending a gathering, volunteering at a mission event, or 29 

participating in a Bible Study.  30 

I cannot end this report to Presbytery without mentioning the Hurricane of 2018 – Michael. In addition to the 34 31 

losses of lives that have been reported and the almost-unimaginable amount of devastation across the Panhandle, 32 

churches, homes and business have been severely affected or demolished. Lives have forever been changed.  It is 33 

impossible to say thank you to all those from near and far who came to pray with us, share food or precious 34 

commodities with one another. We thank our sister churches in the Panhandle who came to help, the youth group 35 

who spent the night in the church, brought blankets they made to be shared, and so many, many others who came 36 

to help. “Thank You” sounds so simple and over-used, but THANK YOU!!!!! 37 

 

 

Sherl Morden 38 

Moderator, Presbyterian Women  39 

Presbytery of Florida 40 
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Guidelines for Presbytery Meetings 

Thank you for your service as presbyters – and a special welcome to those who are first-time 

commissioners! Our work together as a Presbytery is a great privilege. We represent different points of 

view, interests, and levels of knowledge, but we all share a love for our church and a commitment to 

mission. Each one of us is valuable and stands to offer important perspectives on the issues before us. 

When we meet, our goal is to make the best possible decisions for the life and ministry of our 

Presbytery. Therefore, to ensure that all points of view are heard and that we use our time well in the 

course of the day, the following points should be kept in mind: 

1. Those who are eligible to vote on matters brought before the presbytery are member ministers,  

certified Christian educators who also are elders and session-appointed elder commissioners. (The 

number of commissioners each church is allotted is shown on the following page.) 

2. Please use the microphones. This applies to everyone. You may think that you can project your 

voice and that you have no difficulty being heard, but there will always be someone who cannot 

hear what you want to say. The Moderator will ensure that the body waits for you and does not 

engage in debate while you make your way to a microphone. 

3. When you speak to the assembly, please identify yourself by name, as minister or elder 

commissioner, and by church. Many people at a Presbytery meeting know each other well and see 

each other frequently, but there are others who are new and do not know those in attendance. 

4. Please do not shout, “Call for the question!” when you want to move to limit debate.  Instead, go 

to a microphone, wait to be recognized, and say, “I move the previous question.” This motion is 

not debatable, does not require a second, and requires a two-thirds majority. 

5. If you wish to make a point of order, ask a question of privilege, or bring up a matter of business 

that cannot wait, you do not need to wait at a microphone. Please stand at your place and say, 

“Moderator, I rise to a point of order,” or “Moderator, I rise to a question of privilege.” The 

Moderator will recognize you, ask you to state your question or concern, and will deal with it 

immediately. 

6. If you are not sure how to word a motion, please go to a microphone, wait to be recognized, and 

then explain to the Presbytery what you want to do. The Moderator will help you frame your 

motion.   

7. Debate on all motions shall be limited to three minutes on all issues for discussion or action , 

alternating between speakers who are for or against the motion, in accordance with XI(3) of the 

Presbytery’s Bylaws. 

Remember that Roberts Rules of Order is designed to be a help, not a hindrance  –  so don’t let it stand 

in the way of your full participation in the Presbytery meeting. Again, welcome – and God’s blessings 

to all as we undertake the work and ministry God has given us! 
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Number of Elder Commissioners per Church 
Based on 2017 year-end statistical reports to General Assembly  

and Article III of the Presbytery’s Bylaws, which states,  

“All congregations within the presbytery shall be entitled to one elder commissioner. 

Congregations with membership over 500 shall be represented as follows: 

501-1000:   2 elders  1501-2000:   4 elders 

1001-1500:   3  elders  2001-2500:   5 elders”  

 

Church # Mbrs # Commissioners  Church # Mbrs # Commissioners 

Blountstown 10 1  Panama City, Gulf Beach 70 1 

Chipley, First 48 1  Panama City, Parkway 168 1 

Crestview, First 104 1  Panama City, St. Andrews 32 1 

DeFuniak Springs, Bethel 6 1 
 

Pensacola, First 556 2 

DeFuniak Springs, 

Euchee Valley 
42 1 

 
Pensacola, Northminster 96 1 

DeFuniak Springs, First 117 1  Pensacola, Korean 50 1 

Destin, First 51 1 
 

Pensacola, Trinity 513 2 

Freeport, Freeport 834 1  Pensacola, Westminster 11 1 

Ft. Walton Beach, First 116 1  Port St. Joe, First 10 1 

Ft. Walton Beach-Korean  40 1  Quincy, First 505 2 

Gretna, Gretna 21 1 
 

Red Bay, Red Bay 14 1 

Gulf Breeze, Gulf Breeze 249 1  Sawdust, Woodland 31 1 

Havana, First 50 1  Tallahassee, Christ 317 1 

Laurel Hill, Laurel Hill 9 1  Tallahassee, Faith 822 2 

Lynn Haven, First 101 1  Tallahassee, Fellowship 149 1 

Marianna, First 240 1  Tallahassee, First 313 1 

Milton, First 20 1 
 

Tallahassee Korean 
No 

report 
 

Monticello, First 37 1  Tallahassee, Lafayette 159 1 

Navarre, Navarre 45 1  Tallahassee, Trinity United 50 1 

Pace, Pace 20 1  Wewahitchka, First 6 1 

Panama City, Grace 153 1     
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