
Minutes of CALLED MEETING of The Presbytery of Florida  1 

August 12, 2018   4 p.m. CST/ 5 p.m. EST 2 

First Presbyterian Church, Chipley, FL 3 

 
The Presbytery of Florida, Inc., of the Synod of South Atlantic of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) met for 4 

a Called Meeting at First Presbyterian Church in Chipley, FL, on August 12, 2018, for the purpose of 5 

examining Mr. John Kupar for ordination and installation as Associate Pastor to the First Presbyterian 6 

Church of Pensacola, FL . 7 

 
The following 17 ministers and 16 elders were enrolled as commissioners: 8 

 
Ministers/CLPs: Bill Bess, Mark Broadhead, Brad Clayton, Brant Copeland, Chris Erde, John Erthein, Hugh 9 

Hamilton, Eugene Harris, Kenneth Kelley, John Kelsey, Roy Martin, Lisa Martin, Robert Quiring, Sharon 10 

Schuler, John Wamsley, Joan Wooten, Brian Yount.  11 

 
Elder Commissioners: Chipley, First – Barbara Russell;  Crestview-First – Elaine Courtney; Fort Walton 12 

Beach, First – John Schuller; Gulf Breeze, Gulf Breeze – Katherine Asbury; Havana, First – Eric Newhall; 13 

Lynn Haven, First – Rosa Stanley; Marianna, First – Leslie Kelley;  Pensacola, First – John McDonald, 14 

Grant Duren; Pensacola, Northminster – Ken Overholt; Pensacola, Trinity: Bill Brogdon, Walter 15 

Urquhart;  Quincy, First – Jane, C. Hinson, Sheryl Hinson;  Red Bay, Red Bay – Walter Ray;  Tallahassee, 16 

First – Erin Rosica.  17 

 
Christian Educations/Youth Directors:  18 

 
Presbytery Staff Members: Melissa Willis 19 

 
Officers/Team Chairs:   20 

 
Visitors: Barbra Overholt – Pensacola, Northminster; Don Mowatt – Lynn Haven, First;  John Kupar – 21 

Pensacola, First; Katherine Kupar - Pensacola, First.  22 

 
Visiting Ministers:  23 

 

ABSENCES 24 

Excused Ministers/CLPs:, Mary Ellison Baars O’Malley, Joseph Chung, Richard Connor, Raymond 25 

Guterman, Joanne Kublik, Beth McCaw, Dan Mitchell, Larry Plank, Steven Schaick,  26 

 
Unexcused Ministers/CLPs:  Steven Graves, R.C. Griffin, Alan House, A. J. Mealor, Charles C. K. Moore,  27 

Sheldon Steen, Rob Sugg.   28 

 
Excused Churches: DeFuniak Springs, First; Gretna, Gretna; Laurel Hill, Laurel Hill; Navarre, Navarre; 29 

Sawdust, Woodland;  30 

 
Unexcused Churches: Destin, First; Freeport, Freeport; Milton, First; Monticello, First; Panama City 31 

Beach, Gulf Beach; Panama City, Grace; Panama City, Parkway; Panama City, St. Andrews, Pensacola, 32 



Westminster; Port St. Joe, First; Tallahassee, Christ; Tallahassee, Faith; Tallahassee, Fellowship, 33 

Tallahassee, Lafayette; Tallahassee, Trinity United; Wewahitchka, First. 34 

 
OPENING PRAYER, QUORUM, DOCKET  35 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM CT by moderator Chris Erde, who announced that a quorum 36 

(six ministers and six elders, representing at least three member congregations) was present and 37 

opened the meeting with prayer.  Upon motion, and second, Brant Copeland was elected acting Stated 38 

Clerk.  With no additions, the docket was approved as presented and recommended by Stated Clerk 39 

Copeland.  Chris Erde welcomed the Presbytery to the First Presbyterian Church of Chipley, FL.   40 

 
INTRODUCTIONS: First-time elders, ministers, corresponding members, and visitors were introduced.  41 

 
WORSHIP: John Kupar, candidate for ordination, preached on causes for our self-distancing ourselves 42 

from God and from one another and God’s gracious power to work reconciliation and bring restoration 43 

in our private and corporate lives, using as his text Luke 15:11-32, the parable of the Prodigal Son.  44 

 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY: Mark Broadhead 45 

1. As directed by the COM, John Kupar shared his faith journey, his sense of call to ministry, and his 46 

prior service to the church.  (Biographical information, statement of faith, and Terms of Call 47 

were shared with the presbytery prior to the meeting and are attached to these minutes.) 48 

2. For an examination on the floor of Presbytery, the COM Chairman then asked Mr. Kupar  49 

questions related to Scripture, Doctrine, Sacraments, Worship, and Polity.  Following a few 50 

questions and comments from the floor, upon recommendation of COM Chair Mark Broadhead, 51 

the Presbytery voted unanimously  52 

a. to approve as a whole the examination of Mr. Kupar,  53 

b. to approve his moving forward with plans for ordination and installation as Associate Pastor 54 

at First Presbyterian Church of Pensacola, 55 

c. to approve the terms of call to Mr. Kupar from First Presbyterian Church of Pensacola, FL,  56 

d. to allow Mr. Kupar to begin his work on the field, and  57 

e. to enroll Mr. Kupar as a member of Presbytery upon is ordination and installation.  58 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 59 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  CLOSING PRAYER:  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 60 

4:40 p.m. CDT with prayer by General Presbyter Roy Martin.  61 

 
NEXT STATED MEETING OF PRESBYTERY:  October 30, 2018, Gulf Breeze Presbyterian Church, Gulf 62 

Breeze, FL  63 

 
Minutes respectfully submitted,  64 

Hugh Hamilton,  65 

Recording Clerk.  66 

 
 

Chris Erde, Moderator  67 

Brant Copeland, Acting Stated Clerk 68 

Hugh Hamilton, Recording Clerk 69 

 



JOHN KUPAR ï CANDIDATE FOR ORDINATION  70 

AND ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR FIRSTïPENSACOLA  71 

 72 

Biography  73 

John Kupar is originally from Lexington, KY. He grew up attending church camp, youth group 74 

and participating in the church service. Youôll see the goofiest of Johnôs personality when heôs 75 

working with youth at church camp or on mission trips. After graduating from the University of 76 

Kentucky, he served as a Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) in Los Angeles and New Orleans. In 77 

New Orleans, he met his now wife, Katherine, who was also serving as a YAV. It was during 78 

those years of service that John further discerned a call to ministry. He and Katherine both 79 

attended Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary and both received their M. Div. this past 80 

May. In his free time, you might find him playing volleyball, ultimate frisbee, watching The 81 

Office, keeping up with teen trends in the video game world, telling corny jokes, or playing the 82 

ukulele. He is interested in repurposed wood and dreams of one day rightly predicting the final 83 

four in the March Madness bracket.  84 

 

Statement of Faith  85 

I believe in God the Creator, who made the world good. All people are created equally in Godôs 86 

image, regardless of race, gender, sexuality, or social status. Therefore, we are all beloved 87 

children of God. Godôs love is infinite. This love reaches beyond our understanding and is 88 

poured out on us by Godôs grace through faith. But we rebel against God, ignoring the promises 89 

given to us in Scripture. We fall into sin, and turn against God, ignoring the divine love. But God 90 

acts with mercy in order to redeem us, and all of creation.  91 

I believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God, fully divine, fully human. He is Immanuel, God with us, 92 

the Word made into flesh. I look to the life and works of Jesus Christ for an example of living a 93 

life in accordance with Scripture. Jesus came to love, heal, and redeem us. Christ came for the 94 

forgiveness of sin, so that all that who believe in Him, may not die, but live eternally. Jesus was 95 

crucified, suffering the fullness of human pain, giving his life for the sins of all. God raised Jesus 96 

from the dead, delivering us from death to eternal life, a sign of Godôs infinite love.  97 

I believe in the Holy Spirit. The presence of the Holy Spirit is always with us, guiding and 98 

strengthening us in our daily lives. It was the work of the Spirit that breathed into and guided the 99 

hands that wrote the Scriptures. The Spirit breathed into the lives of those in Scripture and 100 

continues to breathe into our lives now through the Word proclaimed. It is through the Spirit that 101 

we are joined together into the body of Christ, the Church. The Spirit claims us in baptism, 102 

nourishes us with the bread of life and cup of salvation, and calls us to seek justice in the world 103 

by working with others to create a world where Godôs love is more than visible.  104 

I believe the Church to be headed by Christ, with its mission to be Godôs presence in the world. 105 

As members of the Church, we are called to work for peace, justice, and mercy. Through this 106 

work, we are able to show Godôs love to those who may not have experienced it, reconciling the 107 

world through Jesus Christ. God calls all believers to the priesthood, with a place in the Church 108 

for everyone. As we work together to establish justice and righteousness, we show Godôs love to 109 

all people. 110 
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