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DOCKET OF THE PRESBYTERY OF FLORIDA
August 12, 2018
4:00 p.m. CDT/5:00 p.m. EDT
First Presbyterian Church, Chipley, FL
That which will support the ministries of our churches

3:00 – 3:55 Registration
Declaration of Quorum and Opening Prayer ..................................................................... Chris Erde
Finding the Call of the Meeting to be in Order ................................................................... Chris Erde
Adoption of Docket ...................................................................................................... Jeannie Dixon
Introductions...................................................................................................................... Chris Erde
Visiting Ministers, First-time Elders
Worship ............................................................................................................................ John Kupar
Report of the Committee on Ministry ........................................................................Mark Broadhead
Faith Journey
Further Examination/Recommendations
Other Related Business .................................................................................................... Chris Erde
Adjournment ...................................................................................................................... Chris Erde

Next Meeting: October 30, 2018, Gulf Breeze Presbyterian Church, Gulf Breeze, FL
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JOHN KUPAR – CANDIDATE FOR ORDINATION
AND ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR FIRST–PENSACOLA
Biography
John Kupar is originally from Lexington, KY. He grew up attending church camp, youth group and
participating in the church service. You’ll see the goofiest of John’s personality when he’s working
with youth at church camp or on mission trips. After graduating from the University of Kentucky,
he served as a Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) in Los Angeles and New Orleans. In New Orleans, he
met his now wife, Katherine, who was also serving as a YAV. It was during those years of service
that John further discerned a call to ministry. He and Katherine both attended Louisville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and both received their M. Div. this past May. In his free time,
you might find him playing volleyball, ultimate frisbee, watching The Office, keeping up with teen
trends in the video game world, telling corny jokes, or playing the ukulele. He is interested in
repurposed wood and dreams of one day rightly predicting the final four in the March Madness
bracket.

Statement of Faith
I believe in God the Creator, who made the world good. All people are created equally in God’s
image, regardless of race, gender, sexuality, or social status. Therefore, we are all beloved children
of God. God’s love is infinite. This love reaches beyond our understanding and is poured out on us
by God’s grace through faith. But we rebel against God, ignoring the promises given to us in
Scripture. We fall into sin, and turn against God, ignoring the divine love. But God acts with mercy
in order to redeem us, and all of creation.
I believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God, fully divine, fully human. He is Immanuel, God with us, the
Word made into flesh. I look to the life and works of Jesus Christ for an example of living a life in
accordance with Scripture. Jesus came to love, heal, and redeem us. Christ came for the forgiveness
of sin, so that all that who believe in Him, may not die, but live eternally. Jesus was crucified,
suffering the fullness of human pain, giving his life for the sins of all. God raised Jesus from the
dead, delivering us from death to eternal life, a sign of God’s infinite love.
I believe in the Holy Spirit. The presence of the Holy Spirit is always with us, guiding and
strengthening us in our daily lives. It was the work of the Spirit that breathed into and guided the
hands that wrote the Scriptures. The Spirit breathed into the lives of those in Scripture and continues
to breathe into our lives now through the Word proclaimed. It is through the Spirit that we are joined
together into the body of Christ, the Church. The Spirit claims us in baptism, nourishes us with the
bread of life and cup of salvation, and calls us to seek justice in the world by working with others to
create a world where God’s love is more than visible.
I believe the Church to be headed by Christ, with its mission to be God’s presence in the world. As
members of the Church, we are called to work for peace, justice, and mercy. Through this work, we
are able to show God’s love to those who may not have experienced it, reconciling the world
through Jesus Christ. God calls all believers to the priesthood, with a place in the Church for
everyone. As we work together to establish justice and righteousness, we show God’s love to all
people.
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