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Moderator Musingsé  by Erin Rosica, MDiv 

 This year, the Coordinating Team has taken on some big topics, in-

cluding how we can be better communicators to our 43 churches, ways we 

can increase young women's involvement in the PW mission, how we might 

use social media and the internet to connect to more people more often, 

and how we can improve church involvement which has been waning the last 

several years.   

 While we have not discovered any silver bullets, I can wholeheartedly 

say there is one element to answering all these questions and that is you. As 

you join us today, as you read this docket, as you go home to your circles, I 

am appealing to you to consider how it is that you can help the mission of 

Presbyterian Women. We know you didn't come all this way to the One-

Hundred-Eleventh Gathering because you are a lukewarm Christian. Oh no! 

You are here because you care, and you believe in what the church is and 

means to women, men, all ages, and all levels of society. If you have an idea, 

if there is something on your mind that you think others should know about, 

please share those thoughts with me.  

 If you want to be more involved, but no one has asked you to step up, 

take the initiative today and let me know. Call or email me. Throughout this 

next year as Moderator, I commit myself to you and will continue to work 

with the Coordinating Team to address these questions, and with God's guid-

ance, find answers. 

  By now, I hope your officers have received your 2017-2018 PW Di-

rectory that contains important forms,  job descriptions and contact infor-

mation for all PW leadership. The directory is designed to guide you through 

the coming year so take a few minutes to familiarize yourself with it.  

 We plan to include the forms in this directory on the presbytery's PW 

webpage. If you ever misplace this booklet, just check there for the forms. 

FYIðOur new vice-moderator elect is Jane Atkinson 
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SCHOLARSHIP REPORT é..  By Gayle Avant 

 Shelley Andrews has received a scholarship for $1,500 as she begins her second year at Columbia The-

ological Seminary. She has said she is grateful for the generous gift and the support of the PWP. 

 Linda Pitts, a former recipient of the scholar-

ship for several years, has made a donation of $500 to 

the scholarship fund. It is heartwarming that she 

showed her apprecia- tion of the support she re-

ceived. She was or- dained April 23, 2017, and is 

now serving in a Chaplain Residency program at 

Baptist Health in Jacksonville, FL. 

 Trinity Whit- ley is now the Associate Minis-

ter at Faith Presbyter- ian Curch in Tallahassee. For 

two years she served at Ukirk at FSU. She wanted to 

continue her ministry in a church. 

 We have funds to distribute to assist and support women in their education. Please be on the lookout for 

women who would be eligible. Scholarship Information and Applications for The Coralie G. Wickersham Me-

morial/Miss S. E. Stewart Endowment Scholarship Fund are found on pages H, I, and J in the Annual Directo-

ry. 

Historian Reportéé..  By Suzanne Hinman 

 After the Annual Gathering in March, I sent a permanent copy of our history to Isabell Dubose, Histo-

rian for the Synod of South Atlantic and also a permanent copy to Nancy Taylor, Archivist, Presbyterian His-

torical Society in Philadelphia, PA. 

 Historians in the Florida Presbytery were notified of todayôs meeting via email and were informed of 

the historian workshop to be conducted prior to the CT meeting. There was a discussion of the importance of 

writing a PW history and also a discussion of guidelines and helpful tips for writing a history. Examples of 

histories written for 2016 were available for historians to see. 

 There are 43 churches in the Florida Presbytery. Twenty-nine of the churches have historians and/or a 

contact name. Fourteen of the churches of the presbytery do not have a contact listed, which is 1/3 of the 

churches in the Florida Presbytery.  

 

PRAY FOR TEXAS AND FLORIDA!! 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is helping! We're responding to Harvey (https://pma.pcusa.org/

donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000169/?appeal=PDA&package=HH17-ABB) and Irma (https://

pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000194/?appeal=PDA&package=AR17-ABB).  

 You are encouraged to donate to the addys above. 

https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000169/?appeal=PDA&package=HH17-ABB
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000169/?appeal=PDA&package=HH17-ABB
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000194/?appeal=PDA&package=AR17-ABB
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000194/?appeal=PDA&package=AR17-ABB


WEST DISTRICTé Mary Cath-

erine Hinton 

(West District Elect..Barbara Overholt) 

 The Presbyterian Women church-

es in the West District have been busy or-

ganizing their upcoming year. They have 

had late afternoon socials, coffees, brunch-

es and luncheons. Organizing their Bible 

Study groups has been an important part of 

their planning.   

 There are eight active PW church-

es in West District, out of fifteen. Some of 

the small churches are struggling to hold 

themselves together. They have a few older 

dedicated women who are active. This is a 

concern I am trying to address. I am en-

couraging the nearby active churches to 

invite the smaller churches to their special 

programs. The positive side to these small 

groups is they have a Bible study and great 

fellowship. Many of them are involved in 

community projects. My concern is the 

decrease in PW membership. Some mem-

bers think this is due to aging congrega-

tions, more women in the work place and 

the decrease in the overall membership of 

the traditional Christian churches. These 

situations pour over into our PW circles 

and activities and make it difficult for 

smaller churches.  

 Our churches in the district are 

involved in many service projects in their 

communities. These projects are very im-

portant and needed. Caring for others is 

what our Christian faith is all about.  

 The women in the West Disrict 

are looking forward to a great year in 2017

-2018.  

CENTRAL DISTRICT.. Rosa 

Stanley 

(Central District Elect..Rosa Stan-

ley) 

No report available this issue. 

EAST DISTRICTéMary Hodges 

(East District Elect..Lin Brannon) 

 I attended the May 2017 Spring 

Gathering and Installation Services for 

Tallahassee Fellowship Presbyterian 

Church and Tallahassee Faith Presbyterian 

Church. 

 Provided a signed letter of support 

and endorsement from the Presbyterian 

Women Coordinating Team for the grant 

application submitted by the Florida Pres-

bytery UKirk at Florida State University in 

Tallahassee. Two grants are being sought. 

 PW Birthday Grant and Bible 

Teaching Grant, for renovations to the li-

brary/study space. The proposal package 

was submitted in April 2017. 

 As the East District Coordinator, 

the group requested my signature on the 

Letter of Endorsement for the PW Birthday 

Grant after PWCT board approval.  

I am in hopes of better communication 

with unresponsive churches to develop 

viable PW groups.  

 I have sent email to churches re-

questing information for the directory. Re-

sponses will be forwarded. 

DISTRICT COORDINATOR REPORTS 
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UPCOMING CHURCH CALENDAR EVENTS  

By Margo Adams 

September 30, 2017  Storytelling for the Heart   Parkway Presbyterian  Church     Panama City, FL 

October 14   Fall Festival    Northminster Presbyterian Church  Pensacola, FL  

August 2-5, 2018             Churchwide Presbyterian Women Gathering,       Louisville, KY 

October 25-27, 2019      SOSA Synod Presbyterian Women Gathering       Epworth by the Sea GA 

 Northminster Presbyterian Outreach Committee invites everyone to our Fall Festival on church grounds ( 1100 E Nine Mile 

Road) SAT. OCT. 14 -- 10:00-5:00. Join us for Arts & Crafts, Games, Food, Cake Walk, Silent Auction & more ... 

    ANYONE with art items or crafts is invited to set up their booth ($20.00/space). We want lots of vendors !  

     For questions contact Deborah @ cabrini717@aol.com .  

https://maps.google.com/?q=1100+E+Nine+Mile+Road&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1100+E+Nine+Mile+Road&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:cabrini717@aol.com
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Taken from Linda  Spencerôs Blog  (The PWCT is helping to sponsor Lindaôs adventure to 

Indonesia) 

On Tuesday afternoon the ladies started arriving at our designated hotel near the San Francisco airport during the afternoon 

and early evening.  As Presbyterians seem to do , we gathered around the table and shared our first of many meals while 

introducing ourselves through stories of who, what, where and how we came to be a part of this adventure to Indonesia.  We 

also briefly spoke about our families and our extended church family.  It was amazing to find out how many of the ladies 

paths had crossed without knowing each other and coming to the realization that it was not God's timing for us to meet and 

fellowship His children.  There was a time of rest and relaxation as we waited to travel back to the airport to prepare for the 

next leg of our flight across the Pacific to Taiwan.  We were told sketchy information that there could possibly be a problem 

with a cyclone named Talin heading in the direction of the Pacific islands including Taiwan and Japan.  As fate would have 

it, our Eva Airlines representative informed us that our flight was cancelled from Taipei to Jakarta. My first thought 

was ,"What is going on with these hurricanes and cyclones stirring up the wind and waves all around us."  Luckily, we were 

able to be rerouted on a China Airlines flight and actually had a shorter layover in Taiwan.  Once again, it brought forth the 

fact that God is always in control of the situation and we do not need to worry about the final outcome when we remember 

to put our trust in Him.  We arrived safely in Jakarta....tired but happy to see all the smiling faces of our Indonesian hosts 

waiting with open arms and begin the next phase of the journey.  God is good.....He is always good.  



 

WE HAVE MOVED FROM THE SOLEMN, REFLECTIVE TIME OF LENT TO THE MORE EXUBERANT PROCLAMATION OF 

ñALLELUIAò DURING EASTER-TIDE. YET WE ARE AWARE THAT EVEN CELEBRATING CHRISTôS RESURRECTION 

DOESNôT MEAN ALL THE WORLDôS PAIN AND INJUSTICE HAVE DISAPPEARED. WE TRUST IN GOD, CELEBRATE RESUR-

RECTION, AND LIVE IN HOPE--EVEN AS WE ALSO INVITE THE HOLY SPIRIT TO INCORPORATE US INTO GODôS ONGOING 

WORK OF SOLIDARITY, ADVOCACY, AND JUSTICE WITH PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD.  

 

AS THE NEW COORDINATOR OF PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM, HAVING BEEN A PART OF PHP SINCE 2011 AS THE 

STAFF PERSON FOR ENVIRONMENTAL MINISTRIES, I AM GRATEFUL TO LEARN FROM AND TO WORK WITH THE POWER-

FUL PARTNERS WE HAVE IN JOINING HANDS NETWORKS. THEY ARE WISE, BRAVE, STRONG LEADERS WHO TEACH US 

WHAT IT MEANS TO FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY, TRANSPARENCY, EMPOWERMENT, HEALTH, JUST EMPLOYMENT, AND 

FOOD SECURITY IN THEIR OWN CONTEXTS. I AM MOVED BY THE TENACIOUS AND COURAGEOUS STRUGGLES HAPPEN-

ING ALL AROUND THE WORLD AND THE FAITHFUL PEOPLE WHO KEEP THE STRUGGLES MOVING FORWARD. I INVITE 

YOU TO GET TO KNOW THE INCREDIBLE WORK OF THESE AND OTHER PARTNERS, TO KEEP THEM IN PRAYER AND SUP-

PORT EVEN AS WE DO OUR PART, HERE IN THE UNITED STATES, TO PROMOTE JUST SOLUTIONS, BETTER MODELS, AND 

FAIRER POLICIES IN OUR OWN GOVERNMENT, TO MAKE OUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THESE STRUGGLES FROM THE 

PLACE WHERE WE STAND. TOGETHER, AS WE LEARN FROM AND WORK WITH THESE GREAT PARTNERS, MAY WE JOIN 

IN THE HOLY WORK OF SPREADING THROUGHOUT THE WORLD MORE EASTER "ALLELUIAS" THAN LENTEN CRIES FOR 

MERCY.  

 

REBECCA BARNES  

COORDINATOR  

PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM 

 

REMEMBER!!  Wear orange on the 25th of every month to represent 

our Fight Human Trafficking Awareness Day. 
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Prayer List 

Wanda Segers, Sandra Winslettôs husband, Mary Daniel, JRoAnne Bergman, 

Jackie Sykes, Mike Browne and children, Erin Rosica, Benjamin Springer, Barbara Fallin, 

Kathleen Rogers, the family and friends of Jean Lee, PWSOSA Coordinating Team,  

Presbytery of Florida, Brian Yount, Praise and continued prayer for Gail Avant,  

Fellowship, Tallahassee church in their search for a pastor.  

All those affected by the devastating hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Jose and Maria. 



Horizons Reportð- Sandra R. Winslett 

Our award-winning HORIZONS PW Magazine continues its excellence in providing 

informative, inspiring, and thought-provoking articles for Presbyterian Women in the 

PC (USA) and globally.  Each bimonthly issue addresses topics facing the church and 

the world, and offers practical approaches for connecting faith with life.  This wonder-

ful magazine published for Presbyterian Women by Presbyterian Women is devoted to 

the mission and purpose of PW, speaks to the issues that matter most to each of us as a 

Presbyterian woman, and contains devotions, resources, and program ideas.  And, per-

haps, most importantly, you will stay connected to the larger church and to your wom-

enôs organization! 

This year's 2017-2018 HORIZONS Bible Study is ñCloud of Witnesses - The Commu-

nity of Christ in Hebrews.ò   The author is Melissa Bane Sevier, a teaching elder in the 

PC (USA), who after 23 years as a pastor, chose in 2015 to leave the pastorate and focus on her longtime ministry 

of writing and photography.  She and husband Jerry live in Versailles, Kentucky. 

Remember, a subscription includes the next yearôs Bible Study! 

Want to subscribe?  Call 866.802.3635.  Ask for your free issue! 

For more information you can contact Sandra Winslett at: SandraRWinslett@cox.net or call her at: 850-432-0890 

or 859-516-9876 
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You can copy and paste the sub-

scription  application to a post 

card, OR you can call the num-

ber for faster subscription 

 

 

When all else failsé 

Call or email Sandra Wins-

lett ! 

Her info is in the article. 


