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Moderator’s Musings by Erin B. Rosica, MDiv  

Dear Friends, 

 

I have had the great fortune to be a member of  PW's Presbytery Coordinating Team, but I will soon rotate off. Being a part of PW at the 

Presbytery level over the last three years has allowed me to see how much hard work PW women do across North Florida. If you've even 

wondered if your efforts make a difference, I can tell you from my perspective that every little bit truly adds up to a big YES.  

 

This year's 112th Annual PW Gathering is April 7th at Fellowship Presbyterian Church of Tallahassee. Childcare will be provided for PW 

kids. Non-profit organizations will be sharing news of their missions and offering ways you and your circles can help. 

 

In April, Sherl Morden will be returning to take the helm as Moderator.  She and all the women on the Coordinating Team have become 

true friends, and I am thankful for all their time and leadership. If you have ever thought about getting more involved in PW, please contact 

me or attend one of the quarterly meetings in Chipley to learn more. 

 

Please take a few minutes to review this issue of the Pelicanette to see how much is happening in PW, and 

forward a copy to friends.   

 

I look forward to seeing you in April. In the meantime, keep each other in your prayers. 

 

Blessings, 

Erin B. Rosica, MDiv 

 

 

Scholarship Report P.2 

A Healing Prayer P.2 

Presbytery Meeting notes P 2 

District Coordinator Reports P.3 

Church Calendar Events P. 3 

Information and resources P. 4 

 Mustard seeds? P. 4 

Search Team   P. 5 

Prayer List P.5 

Lynn Haven Retreat  P. 6 

Shelby Andrews trip to India  P. 7 

Together In Service P 8  

Presbyter Letter P 9 

Mission Haven P 9 

Historian’s Reporot P10 

 



SCHOLARSHIP REPORT …..  By Gayle Avant 

 Shelby Andrews sends word that she is doing very well and finding her studies both enjoyable and challenging.  “I am always appreciative 

for the support of the Presbyterian Women!”  She will return from India on January 19, 2018 and will be applying for help next year. 

Trinity Whitley knows a person from her work at Ukirk who will apply.  Her name is Lauren Scott. 

The minutes from the November meeting mentioned Riley Pickett  as a potential applicant.  

I recently received this letter from Shelby Andrews with her request for addition scholarship support:  

          Thank you, Gayle!  

My time in India was 2 weeks, and it was for a requirement through my seminary of multicultural context learning (a program called 

“Explorations”). It wasn’t an internship, but rather a travel seminar with a group of 12 other students and 3 professors. We traveled to 

many destinations in South India and got to experience both Christianity and other religions in the Indian context.  

We also had the privilege to visit multiple Indian seminaries and non-profits, which showed such incredible work being done for commu-

nities who are oppressed and impoverished throughout South India. It was both a challenging and enriching trip! If you (or others) are 

interested in the specifics of our trip, every student had the chance to blog about our experience here: https://

ctsindiaexplorations2018.wordpress.com/   

I wrote the post for Wednesday, January 17. (editor’s note: see Shelby’s post on page 7 of this publication) 

Let me know if there is anything else you need from me between now and April. 

Thanks!  Shelby  

The PW of the Presbytery of Florida has funds to distribute to assist and support women in their education. We are looking 

for candidates who are preparing for Christian service and might need a scholarship. Please be on the lookout for women, or 

men, who would be eligible. Scholarship Information and Application forms for The Coralie G. Wickersham Memorial/Miss 

S. E. Stewart Endowment Scholarship Fund are found on pages H, I, and J in the Annual Directory. Contact Gayle Avant by 

the end of February. Email: gcavant@comcast.net or call 850-576-1651. 
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At the recent Presbytery meeting, the Presbyterian Women 

encourage each church to pray for the students, faculty, staff 

and members of Columbia Theological Seminary and Colum-

bia Friendship Circle. We encouraged our churches to consider 

making CFC a part of their annual giving to help care for those 

who have chosen to answer God’s call.  

On Friday, January 26, 2018, Presbyterian Women & The Ad-

vocacy Committee for Women’s Concerns released a Joint 

Statement on Sexual Injustice, offering this prayer.  Please 

bring it to your circles to share:   

A Prayer for Healing 

 

Gracious God. In these troubled times we come asking you 

to give us discernment as we search for ways to respect one 

another and to heal our hearts and, our thoughts, and our 

actions. We seek to eliminate all forms of violence against 

women and girls. We seek to respect one another, to show 

Christian love, to live in harmony, and to be compassionate 

as we right the sins that have been committed.  

Regards, 

Erin B. Rosica  



DISTRICT COORDI-

NATOR REPORTS 
 

WEST DISTRICT… Mary Cathe-

rine Hinton 

(West District Elect..Barbara Overholt) 

 The Presbyterian Women churches 

in the West District have been busy organiz-

ing their upcoming year. They have had late 

afternoon socials, coffees, brunches and 

luncheons. Organizing their Bible Study 

groups has been an important part of their 

planning.   

 There are eight active PW churches 

in West District, out of fifteen. Some of the 

small churches are struggling to hold them-

selves together. They have a few older dedi-

cated women who are active. This is a con-

cern I am trying to address. I am encourag-

ing the nearby active churches to invite the 

smaller churches to their special programs. 

The positive side to these small groups is 

they have a Bible study and great fellow-

ship. Many of them are involved in commu-

nity projects. My concern is the decrease in 

PW membership. Some members think this 

is due to aging congregations, more women 

in the work place and the decrease in the 

overall membership of the traditional Chris-

tian churches. These situations pour over 

into our PW circles and activities and make 

it difficult for smaller churches.  

 Our churches in the district are in-

volved in many service projects in their 

communities. These projects are very im-

portant and needed. Caring for others is what 

our Christian faith is all about.  

 The women in the West Disrict are 

looking forward to a great year in 2017-

2018.  

CENTRAL DISTRICT.. Rosa Stan-

ley 

Happy New Year and Greetings from Cen-

tral District Coordinator: Rosa Stanley 

I hope you have all had a great beginning to 

the year 2018 and have avoided all the colds, 

bronchitis, flu that have been rampant in our 

area. We had a wonderful holiday season, 

having our whole family together for Christ-

mas time. Our church family celebrated the 

season with lots of activities and fun times 

together: our annual Ornament exchange for 

the women, a church-wide luncheon after 

church, a lovely cantata featuring the choir 

and a special tableau of the Christmas story 

by the children of the church, cookies and 

gifts for the St. Andrew center for adults 

(ARK), meals and gifts for special needs 

families. 

We are looking forward to our annual Wom-

en's Mini-Retreat on February 24. We will 

feature as guest speaker, Sandy Sims, Dis-

trict General Manager for Gulf Power, and 

the wonderful music of Undivided, a local 

trio who provide a musical testimony for 

their audiences. We feature our catered 

luncheon with tables decorated by women of 

the church using their favorited dishes and 

décor, and our men really enjoy serving us 

for the special event. 

I have contacted the local moderators of the 

Central District requesting them to check out 

page 5 of the PW Directory and to adhere to 

the deadlines as closely as possible. I have 

also offered my services to help with any 

training or installation of officers as they are 

needed. 

Update for the directory: Following the 

death of the Lynn Haven PW moderator, 

Martha Frank Renfroe, the moderator-elect, 

Nancy Brzozowski is serving as moderator. 

Her contact information is 850 248-

0267 or nancy116@live.com. 

EAST DISTRICT…Mary Hodges 

(East District Elect..Lin Brannon) 

1. Attended the First Presbyterian 

Church Tallahassee, Lydia Circle 

monthly meeting on November 12, 

2017, at Westminster Oaks. The group 

was led in discussion of Lesson 3 from 

the PW Study Guide, Cloud of Witness-

es. The mission project was giving 

Christmas gifts to an elderly client of 

Elder Care Services. 

2.  

Received the attached 2017 Church 

History Report from Gretna Presbyteri-

an Church. 

Upcoming Activities: 

3. Communication with unresponsive 

churches to develop viable PW groups. 
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UPCOMING CHURCH CALENDAR EVENTS   

By Margo Adams        

February 24,2018  Lynn Haven Retreat (info on page 6)      Lynn Haven, Fl 

April 6, 2018  PWCT meeting         Tallahassee, Fl 

April 7, 2018  Presbytery of Florida Annual Gathering      Tallahassee, Fl 

April 26, 2018  Come See Columbia Day        Decatur, GA 

August 2-5, 2018             Churchwide Presbyterian Women Gathering,       Louisville, KY 

October 25-27, 2019      SOSA Synod Presbyterian Women Gathering       Epworth by the Sea GA 

 

  

tel:(850)%20248-0267
tel:(850)%20248-0267
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In the Gospel of Matthew, 13:31-32, the parable is as follows:... He set another 

man before them, saying, "The Kingdom of Heaven is like a grain of mustard 

seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field; which indeed is smaller than 

all seeds. ... It is 

like a grain 

of mustard seed, 

which a man took, 

and put in his own 

garden.  

 



 

Your Presbytery of Florida Coordinating Team is always on the lookout for new faces to serve the Presbyterian Wom-

en on the presbytery level. As in your church PW circles that are trying to recruit new faces, we are seeking young, 

vibrant, energetic women who are dedicated to God’s will.  Most of the positions are for a two year commitment. 

Some may be longer. We are asking you to prayerfully consider women in your church who may be willing to serve. 

Here are some excellent guidelines for you to use not only for the presbytery but also in your church. 

 

 

Search Team Strategies to Identify New Talent and to Nurture Younger Women 

  
  
     The Search Team of your PW Coordinating Team has an important responsibility which affects the future of your 

PW: it identifies and invites candidates to accept positions on the coordinating team.  Pray regularly for this team and 

its work. 

  

     Refer to page 21 of the new PW Manual to review job descriptions for the search team and search team moderator, 

and review the bylaws/standing rules of your PW Presbytery and your local congregation PW. 

  

     Throughout the year make a commitment to attend as many presbytery-wide (or local congregation-wide) events as 

possible, and get to know the attendees.  Make notes of any memorable things about the women with whom you 

speak.  Use your own observations at these events and from previous years’ events to create a group of possibilities 

for current and future nominees.  

  

     Make a chart listing the positions and next to each one, list key qualities, abilities, and activities essential to being 

an effective leader in that capacity.  Try to identify two or three women per position whom you would like to consid-

er.  You know those women who would be perfect for a certain position and are so busy that no one wants to ask them 

to serve in one more position?  Ask them!  Give them the opportunity to make that decision for themselves, rather 

than your search team making the decision for them.  Approach each candidate with love, compassion, and excitement 

for the position in which you are asking her to serve.  

  

     Here is a link to the helpful PW Search Committee Document and Resources: 

  
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/pwc_search_workshop.pdf 
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Prayer List 

Lucy Trawick’s husband, Wanda Segers, Sandra 

Winslett’s husband, Mary Daniel, JRoAnne Bergman, 

Peggy Kangas, Erin Rosica, Benjamin Springer, Bar-

bara Fallin, Kathleen Rogers, Mary Lou Edwards, 

PWSOSA Coordinating Team, Margo Adams, Presby-

tery of Florida, Brian Yount, all our members who 

have lost loved ones, dear friends, precious pets, praise 

and continued prayer for Gail Avant,  all those affect-

ed by the devastating hurricanes, fires and floods. 
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https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/pwc_search_workshop.pdf
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We spent the first part of today visiting different sites in Hyderabad run by the 

local non-profit CHORD. This organization is doing great community develop-

ment work focusing on the education and empowerment of women and children, 

including skills training. The acronym CHORD stands for Child welfare, Holistic 

Organization, Rural Development. We learned about the organization from the 

Founder and President, Mr. Suman Malladi. As he explained the organization, 

however, he expressed that he prefers to be called the “Chief Functionary” and that 

he doesn’t want the NGO to have a hierarchical structure.  Instead, he seeks to de-

legitimize the hierarchies that keep people in poverty at the bottom. 

We began our visit with a trip to the High-School which educates children from 6-

16 years old in Telugu, english, math, science, and other important subjects. When 

we visited the classrooms we learned some Telugu words, sang songs, and learned 

about what the kids’ hobbies were. We then visited the girls school project, which 

focuses especially on the education of young girls. We got to play with these girls, learning a new game similar to frisbee. The kids at each school were 

smart, kind, joyful, talented, and beautiful, and it was such an honor to learn from them and play with them. 

Mr. Malladi explained to us that 30 million children in India are working or otherwise out of school and that the root cause of child labor is family poverty. 

That is why CHORD not only educates children, but also works to empower women by providing skills-based training and jobs in different “slums” in 

Hyderabad. After a delicious meal from our hosts at CHORD, we visited the largest of these “slums,” Yellammabanda, which is on the outskirts of the city. 

Dr. Nadella and Mr. Malladi explained to us that a “slum” is a government-built neighborhood that the government uses to push those in poverty (and pri-

marily immigrants) to the very edge of the city where they are out of sight and out of mind. Yellammabanda actually means “Rock of the mother of bound-

aries” and is named after a goddess of the boundaries, meant to protect the city. The irony of this positive naming was not lost on me, as the government 

used this place of “protection” to ostracize people in need. 

In Yellammabanda we visited another CHORD project, the Growth Gene Project. Here CHORD works to “rehabilitate and educate children, provide em-

ployable skill training to women and create measurable community awareness” in order to “set up an educa-

tion-employment cycle that will enable future generations to step out of child labor.” We had an opportunity to 

meet some of the women who are a part of the program and watch them work on the sewing machines. One 

woman I met who had worked there for three years said that she wanted to work there for the rest of her life. 

The women were very kind to us and a couple of them even offered to do Mahendi (henna art form) on the hands 

of the women! Their creativity, artistry, and skill were impressive and very much appreciated by all of us. 

We spent the evening at Mennonite Bible Col- lege, and very much appreciated their hospitality. The seminary 

principal, Dr. Ashirvadam, is the father of CTS student Hannah Grace “Shiny” Injamuri, so we were especially 

excited to meet him! Leaning into their Mennon- ite tradition and heritage, the seminary focuses a great deal on 

peace and even has a Peace Center. We joined some current students for a walk around campus, which is being 

remodeled as the 98 year old school progresses and grows. All of their BD (MDIV) students are residential for 

all four years and they come from many differ- ent states in India as well as a few other countries, including 

Myanmar. Though the seminary is Mennonite, the students and faculty come from a variety of denominations. 

There are only a few female students at the sem- inary, but this was explained by Dr. Ashirvadam as a representa-

tive of the larger Christian community – it is much more difficult to get ordained as a woman, especially in 

more rural areas. However, their mix of male and female faculty and staff was pretty balanced, which was encouraging. We were treated to a wonderful 

dinner with the famed delicacy of Hyderabad: Biriyani, along with a few other delicious dishes. We enjoyed talking with faculty and students over dinner 

until we sadly had to return to our hotel and rest up.  

Throughout the day, many complicated thoughts were running through my mind. This entire trip has helped 

me think critically, ask thoughtful questions, and attain a broader awareness of the ways in which our lives in 

the US affect the global political and social climate. Themes of colonialism, tourism, hospitality, world mis-

sions, boundaries, borders, cultural variety, justice, poverty, appreciation, and appropriation have been inter-

mingling in my mind. I have found many more questions than answers here and have also significantly added 

to the list of things I want/need to learn more about. As we come closer and closer to the end of our trip, I 

become both more grateful and more conflicted. I see a lot of hope and beauty here, but I can also see the 

marks and scars of poverty, pain, and discrimination. So what is my role as a global citizen? A Christian? An 

American? How will I faithfully engage issues of justice on both a local and a global scale? These questions 

(and more) will remain with me as we return to our lives back home. What I know for sure is that I will con-

tinue to learn, grow, and discern my calling at Columbia and beyond. 

Shalom, Salaam, and Namaste, Shelby Andrews 

Shelby Andrews Trip to India 



EAST…  Inger Avant 

GRETNA  
Scholarship Program with matching funds from 

TCC awarded to qualifying students in the local 

elementary school system done in cooperation with 

Quincy Woodland-Sawdust Church Cooperation 

Works with the Woodland church and Killearn MC 

on many service projects-Backyard Bible School 

Mentoring local 4k and 5k school children with 

Killearn Methodist Church in the “Shade Tree 

Group” Allow others to live in the manse Give 

funds and supplies to the Tallahassee Homeless 

Shelter with the whole church 2 cents a meal Refuge 

House Christmas presents given locally Bereave-

ment meals U Kirk-PUC meal Canned goods given 

throughout the year to local needy families 

 

QUINCY WOODLAND-SAWDUST 
Cooperate with Gretna church on projects men-

tioned above: scholarships, mentoring, bible school, 

garden, meal at English class Bereavement meals 

Red Cross- send $ and supplies Salvation Army- 

send $ and supplies Refuge House Christmas gifts 

given U Kirk-PUC meal (member Mary Jo Butler 

works regularly w/ PUC and alerts church of needs) 

Thornwell Mission Haven Least Coin 2-Cent a meal 

done with Church Columbia Friendship Circle 

Birthday Offering Thank Offering Hurricane Relief 

PWP Scholarship Fund Page1 HAVANA FIRST 

Funds sent to: Thornwell, Least Coin, Thank Offer-

ing, Birthday Offering, Deacons Fund Elder Care 

Services help with Alzhiemer Center send prizes 

such as household items, magazines to use in their 

games and activities Community Cares- send peanut 

butter each month (500 jars a year) and food at 

Christmas Christmas shoebox ministry 50 U Kirk 

dinners- 2 a year Dogwood Acres Bereavement 

meals Hospital transportation for members in need 

and to/from church services Send sewing supplies 

and items to Costa Rica Mission and help sponsor a 

member if they go Collect Diapers for Crisis Preg-

nancy Center in Havana CHRIST Shoeboxes Christ-

mas project Wednesday night suppers for the church 

Bake sale for Christmas Mission Market Angel Tree 

Soup labels, boxtops for Thornwell and Duvall 

Home Poptops Ronald McDonald House Thornwell 

send $ to support a cottage Pumpkin Patch make 

baked goods volunteer to help Youth fund raiser 

Gave sewing machine, backpacks and supplies to In 

The Carpenter’s Footsteps Mission Trip to Costa 

Rica Crop Walk U Kirk $ and meal Birthday Offer-

ing Homeless Shelter serve meal 1 a month Deliver 

Food/Groceries to Westminster Gardens FAITH 

Habitat House meal provided Staff Christmas dinner 

provided Pumpkin Patch volunteers, storytellers and 

make baked goods, donate plants for sale at annual 

Youth fundraiser Missionaries and Least Coin col-

lected each month Columbia Seminary Friendship 

Fund Collect for Church sponsored food and cloth-

ing pantry “Manna on Meridian,” food, $, and 

clothes donated and provide “Hospitality Table” for 

guests with coffee doughnuts etc. on distribution 

day Thornwell-donations and box tops and soup 

labels Christmas Shoe Box Ministry Flower Fund 

(Faith Continued) Thanksgiving Baskets for 55 

needy families Angel Tree Gifts Refuge House 

Faith Seminary Scholarship Big Bend Homeless 

Coalition Leon County Schools Social Work Criti-

cal Needs Fund Brehon Pregnancy Help Center- 

diapers, wipes plus donations PCUSA Birthday 

Offering-donations VBS supplies, $ and volunteers 

Dogwood Acres supplies Funds sent to Thornwell, 

Least Coin, Brehon, Birthday Offering, Thank Of-

fering, PW Churchwide Missions, PWP Scholarship 

Fund, PW Presbytery and Synod Soda pop tops for 

Ronald McDonald House Faithful Stitchers make 

hand sewn items for the neonatal unit at TMH, baby 

caps, blankets, and onesies Magazines to local Hos-

pitals (500 last year) 4 PW went to Synod Gathering 

UKirk-formerly PUC-one meal one month a year 

Church Wide Mission project “Journey Blessings” 

found on pg.16 in Horizon magazine FELLOW-

SHIP Christmas Presents given to needy families 

Shelter- funds sent Dogwood Acres 2 nd Harvest 

Food Bank Blanket Sunday CWS Ronald McDonald 

House-poptops Columbia Friendship Circle PHI 

Center Duvall House-stamps, soup labels Brehon 

House, Make baskets for Mothers/Babies Stitchers 

made baby hats, eye lits and covers for Brehon and 

TMH labor/delivery and lap blankets for TMH Re-

hab Center Angel Tree U Kirk-PUC meal 2 X a year 

Least Coin Villa International, Mission Haven, 

Thornwell Refuge House, Pace Center for Girls, 

United Way, Living Harvest (for people just re-

leased from prison) PW Synod (Scholarships)  

 

FIRST TALLAHASSEE Witness Council 

Program – Hunger Awareness Action combined 

with Learn-Pray-Act ministry listed below  

Echo and 2 nd Harvest Food Bank give every month 

August/September-school supplies given to Some-

place Else for migrant workers October- Crop Walk 

December-Adopt a family (each circle gets a family 

member to obtain the gifts requested) February-

Blanket Offering TIS Circle-gave sewn items to 

Newborns in Need, knitted baby caps, burp clothes, 

etc., these items are added to Moses Baskets and 

distributed in a four county area. If items are not 

needed they are donated to Brehon or other organi-

zations Stamps for the Congo Funds sent to CWU, 

Least Coin, Blanket Fund, Thank Offering, Birthday 

Offering, and Mission Haven Crop walk send $ and 

participate Dogwood Acres- linen drive in past, but 

not this year U Kirk 2 meals a year in October/

March Letters of encouragement sent to people in 

jail year round Cards sent to college students year 

round continuing a year after they graduate Visit 

sick and shut-ins Bereavement meals provided 

Write letters to legislators w church Long sleeve 

shirts for Migrant Farmworkers in Gadsden County, 

also youth project Fall Festival open to the commu-

nity in November held at Westminster Oaks New 

young Mother Circle- donates baby/children cloth-

ing items that their children have out grown at 

Christmas to the needy and specifically to needy 

elderly people through local Elder Care Service 

referrals Elder Elf” Thank Offering in November 

Campus Connection Thanksgiving Dinner help w/ 

church Serve breakfast once a month at Grace Mis-

sion to help local homeless and gave $ and burp 

clothes  

 

LAYFAYETTE Prayer Quilt in church narthex, 

prayers for the recipient made then individual knots 

tied, so when they get the quilt they know they are 

covered in prayers Soup labels, box tops for Educa-

tion Stamps for the Congo Christmas box ministry 

Overseas Mission Hospitals-Congo/Malawi Support 

Electrification Program in KalaKumbi, Malawi 

Pastor and Manse Fund for Rev. John Gondwe in 

KalaKumbi, Malawi Mission Hospital/Secondary 

School Library in Embanqweni, Malawi Medical 

Fund/Missionary support for DR. Martha Sommers 

in Embanqweni Dogwood Acres Mission Haven 

Thornwell supplies for school Chelsea House Ref-

uge House items donated monthly Shelter-meals 

ECHO-canned goods/TP at Thanksgiving (Lafayette 

Continued) Brehon-Pregnancy Help Center Meals 

for the Youth groups Birthday Offering Thank Of-

fering PW Hunger PDA 2-Cent a Meal Least Coin 

Medical Benevolent Foundation Shelter meals and 

PW “pack the pulpit” for shelter supplies Establish 

and keep current PW Honorary Life Member Plaque 

in narthex  

 

QUINCY FIRST Thornwell Representative 

housed, using room in church office to do local outreach 

Circles 1- Donated $ and Provides a weekly breakfast on 

2nd Thursday for Alzheimer’s Project at Thomas Memori-
al Baptist Church Respite Day Care Circle 2-Provide 

weekly breakfast on 1st and 3rd Thursday for Alzheimer’s 

Project at Thomas Memorial Baptist Church Respite Day 

Care Circle 3-Quincy Big Bend Hospice-Supply Ensure or 

Boost for Quincy patients Circle 4-Monetary Donation to 

the Centenary Camp Mission Haven- Clothes Church 
Clothes Closet and Food Pantry- organize and give cloth-

ing also distribute food boxes Thornwell Home- send $ to 

support Nancy-Anita Cottage, send clothes, send birthday 
and Christmas gifts; PW host dinner in Dec. where mem-

bers bring items to send Special Olympics serve refresh-

ments at E. Gadsden High School Magnolia House host 
Halloween Party and Mother’s Day Fashion Show for 

residents Bereavement meals provided Special Needs 

Christmas Tree-give gifts and attend party for E. Gadsden 
HS special needs children Redeemed Children gifts for 

children with incarcerated parents Shade Tree Project- 

meals made and served in Greensboro for people learning 
English College Program-support year round for church 

college students-send cards, gift packs U Kirk-PUC-2 

meals a year Christ Town Ministries-make and serve 

Thanksgiving meal Columbia Friendship Thank Offering 

Birthday Offering Least Coin New Member Visitation 

Sick/Shut-in/Hospital Visitation  
 

TRINITY Thanksgiving and Christmas food and gifts 

given to the needy Bereavement meals provided after 

funerals Clothing drive a yearlong project with any lefto-

ver given to the Quincy Migrant Farmworkers Women’s 
Day Program sponsored at the Church in the springtime 

Christmas Dinner Party given at the Church  

 

KOREAN COMMUNITY (Tallahassee)-No 

report  
 

(Monticello Church has taken an inactive role in 

PW, but I know these projects are most likely being ac-

complished in their church) MONTICELLO Collect food 

for pantry run by local Episcopal Church Bereavement 

meals Thanksgiving food for needy Christmas gifts for 

needy  

 

Central…. Mary Lou Edwards 

West… Gladys Haney 

Westminster Pensacola 

Ronald McDonald House, St. Joseph’s Medical Clinic, 

teddy bear ministry,  Waterfront Mission 

Together In Service (TIS) …..                                                                              page 8                    



PRESBYTERY OF FLORIDA—PRESBYTER’S MESSAGE 

Thank You, 

It has been a privilege to serve as your Coordinating Presbyter for two and a half years. Personnel Team Chair John Lown’s kind words 

during the presbytery meeting last Saturday….and the gift check and your applause….were unexpected and unnecessary, but deeply appre-

ciated.  I think I have helped prepare the way for your full-time General Presbyter; but as I said on Saturday, Florida Presbytery would not 

be ready to move into this brave new future without so many of you who have given so much of your time and energy and talents.  

On Wednesday, I wrote these words which express how I feel about all of you to one of our pastors who had some concern and disappoint-

ment about an issue within the presbytery: “I am, over and over again, bowled over by the work and love and work and witness….and self-

less gift of the most precious commodity any one of us has – our TIME – that I see day in and day out in this presbytery of only 42 church-

es spread out over 250 miles and 4 hours and 2 time zones.  Life is easier in larger presbyteries with more churches and more people and 

fewer miles to drive….but, for me, it has been an honor to work with the good folks of the Presbytery of Florida”. 

My prayers will be with you in the days and weeks ahead.  With you, I look forward to the   arrival of your General Presbyter.  I am confi-

dent that I will soon be hearing news about the wonderful things happening across the Panhandle of Florida as Jesus is lifted up in new 

ways that touch and transform the lives of people in your communities. 

 

God Bless, 

Paul Luthman  

President’s Message: 

During these cold winter days and nights, I’ve taken some time to reflect on what it means to be “a connected body of believers.” Not only 

are there great rewards, but there are challenges that also exist. For the distance between us does not always “make the heart grow fonder.” 

Sometimes, we must admit that “out of sight – out of mind” is a result when our days are packed with enough activity to demand our imme-

diate attention. It is easy to push the important further down our “to do list”. Our intentions are good . . ., but we still remain a connected 

body that needs one another for strength and support.As we participate in our “Join the Cloud” fundraising opportunity, let’s take time to 

pause and give thanks to God for each other. He is one that has bound us together. By praying for the mission co-workers that are living at 

Mission Haven, the people that are instrumental in daily maintenance, the women and men that had the forethought to provide for the homes 

themselves, we can actually experience God’s handiwork. Each time we pray for or give to Mission Haven, the link of connection is tight-

ened, for by doing so we are working alongside God to bring His Kingdom here on earth.“Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian 

love”, Hardie Frankel                             

 

 

 

Mission Haven Clothes Closet Wish List—Updated January, 2018  

     We serve Presbyterian missionary families, including men, women, and children.  We also serve the student families from Columbia Theological Seminary.  We supply 

everything from underwear to overcoats.  

     We ask that you only bring items that are in good condition and in style—would you give it to your own pastor and their family?  Other organizations like homeless shelters, 
Goodwill and Salvation Army will certainly appreciate the items that will not meet our standards and fit into our very limited space. Your willingness to sort clothing drive 

donations before bringing them to Mission Haven will greatly help our very limited volunteer staff.  

     Clothing for children and teens are always needed.  The number and ages of children of Mission Haven and Columbia families varies, but we always have needs.  Shopping 
at the Clothes Closet definitely helps their family budgets.  We want our kids to look great when they walk into school or church.    

Primary Need:  Clothing for boys and girls size 4 through teen—the boys' baskets for size 5, 6, 7, 8 are almost empty  

Also needed: Dresses for women and girls in all sizes, Men's suits and sports coats appropriate for younger men, Winter hats and gloves for all sizes, Purses, scarves, and jewel-
ry are always fun to dress up outfits, Athletic shoes in good condition for everyone   

 Wish list for Mission Haven Residences, 235 Inman Drive, Decatur, GA  30030 - Updated July, 2017 

  
These items may be purchased and brought to Mission Haven, or you can purchase them on-line and have them shipped to us.  Please always call to make sure that others have 

not arranged to supply a certain item before you send them.  The list will be updated as residences are renewed.  

Gift cards from Home Depot, Lowe’s, Walmart, Bed, Bath & Beyond, Big Lots, IKEA, Target, and Macy’s would be greatly appreciated to replace items as needed, to pur-
chase repair supplies, and for kitchen and bath renovations.  Dressers with working drawers, Chairs that do not need to be reupholstered, Suitcases with wheels, Plastic storage 

bins with lids for missionary storage, Prefer new Standard size pillows and pillow covers 

 
     We do appreciate your support of the Presbyterian missionaries and Columbia students.   Questions about donations and deliveries are welcomed and can be an-

swered by the director, Susan Adle, 770 498 0532. 
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HISTORIAN’S REPORT ….  Suzanne Hinman 
 
In December, another email was sent to PW historians reminding them that their histories and the Annual Report form were to be complet-

ed and mailed no later than January 15, 2018.  The histories were to contain information on all PW and church activities from January 1, 

2017 through December 31, 2017.  I reminded them that the Annual Report was to be done in collaboration with their moderator. 

 

    On December 29th, the smaller churches that do not have a historian, were mailed a shortened version of the Annual Report.  I asked 

them to complete the questions on the form that applied to them.  Many of these churches do not have an organized PW, but it is important 

to know how many women members they have and if they have had any deaths in the past year. 

 

    As of January 16th, I have received 12 narrative histories and/or Annual Reports.   I have received 3 from the west district, 8 from the 

central district, and 1 from the east district.  Next week, I will begin calling historians and/or churches that have not responded in hopes of 

obtaining their information. 
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