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The Moderator’s Musings by Erin B. Rosica, MDiv  

A few minutes ago, while wading through this week's rather bountiful stack of 

mail, I came across my very own registration booklet for the 2018 Churchwide 

Gathering of Presbyterian Women (August 2-5, 2018). It's hard to believe we're 

wrapping up another year and already preparing for the next triennial Gathering. 

Tempus Fugit, y'all!  

 

Lesson Four of this year's PW study on Hebrews , Cloud of Witnesses," exam-

ines Advent and angels. Among the angelic bible references is Hebrews 13:2, 

"Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have en-

tertained angels without knowing it." I am struck by how many people to whom 

this verse applies for are Presbyterian Women. PW is full of angels who work 

tirelessly to support God's mission, and it is also full of saints who show their 

hospitality to strangers every day.  

 

As we look towards the birth of Jesus Christ, I am grateful to have the opportuni-

ty to serve the PW presbytery. I've had the opportunity to glimpse some of the 

amazing hard work and faith you all  

contribute to church, and I've seen how PW 

makes corporate sharing of our faith a  

movement for change in the world. Read 

for yourself, in the pages that follow, what 

good we do in this world, with God's help.  

 

May you and your have a wonderful 

Christmas, and I'll see you next year at 

Churchwide! 

 

Peace, 
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SCHOLARSHIP REPORT …..  By Gayle Avant 

The PW of the Presbytery of Florida has funds to distribute to assist and 

support women in their education. We are looking for candidates who 

are preparing for Christian service and might need a scholarship. Please 

be on the lookout for women who would be eligible. Scholarship Infor-

mation and Application forms for The Coralie G. Wickersham Memori-

al/Miss S. E. Stewart Endowment Scholarship Fund are found on pages 

H, I, and J in the Annual Directory. Contact Gayle Avant by the end of 

February. Email: gcavant@comcast.net or call 850-576-1651. 
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PRAY FOR HURRICANE, FLOOD & FIRE 

VITIMS  

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is helping! We're responding 

to Harvey (https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-

info/DR000169/?appeal=PDA&package=HH17-ABB) and 

Irma (https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/

DR000194/?appeal=PDA&package=AR17-BB).  

You are encouraged to donate to the addys above. 

 

https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000169/?appeal=PDA&package=HH17-ABB
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000169/?appeal=PDA&package=HH17-ABB
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000194/?appeal=PDA&package=AR17-ABB
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000194/?appeal=PDA&package=AR17-ABB


DISTRICT COORDI-

NATOR REPORTS 
 

WEST DISTRICT… Mary Cathe-

rine Hinton 

(West District Elect..Barbara Overholt) 

 The Presbyterian Women churches 

in the West District have been busy organiz-

ing their upcoming year. They have had late 

afternoon socials, coffees, brunches and 

luncheons. Organizing their Bible Study 

groups has been an important part of their 

planning.   

 There are eight active PW churches 

in West District, out of fifteen. Some of the 

small churches are struggling to hold them-

selves together. They have a few older dedi-

cated women who are active. This is a con-

cern I am trying to address. I am encourag-

ing the nearby active churches to invite the 

smaller churches to their special programs. 

The positive side to these small 

groups is they have a Bible study 

and great fellowship. Many of 

them are involved in community 

projects. My concern is the de-

crease in PW membership. Some 

members think this is due to aging 

congregations, more women in the 

work place and the decrease in the 

overall membership of the tradi-

tional Christian churches. These 

situations pour over into our PW 

circles and activities and make it 

difficult for smaller churches.  

 Our churches in the district are in-

volved in many service projects in their 

communities. These projects are very im-

portant and needed. Caring for others is what 

our Christian faith is all about.  

 The women in the West Disrict are 

looking forward to a great year in 2017-

2018.  

CENTRAL DISTRICT.. Rosa 

Stanley 

(Central District Elect..Rosa Stanley) 

No report available this issue. 

EAST DISTRICT…Mary Hodges 

(East District Elect..Lin Brannon) 

 I attended the May 2017 Spring 

Gathering and Installation Services for Tal-

lahassee Fellowship Presbyterian Church 

and Tallahassee Faith Presbyterian Church. 

 Provided a signed letter of support 

and endorsement from the Presbyterian 

Women Coordinating Team for the grant 

application submitted by the Florida Presby-

tery UKirk at Florida State University in 

Tallahassee. Two grants are being sought. 

 PW Birthday Grant and Bible 

Teaching Grant, for renovations to the li-

brary/study space. The proposal package 

was submitted in April 2017. 

 As the East District Coordinator, 

the group requested my signature on the 

Letter of Endorsement for the PW Birthday 

Grant after PWCT board approval.  

I am in hopes of better communication with 

unresponsive churches to develop viable PW 

groups.  

 I have sent email to churches re-

questing information for the directory. Re-

sponses will be forwarded. 
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UPCOMING CHURCH CALENDAR EVENTS 

By Margo Adams 

April 26, 2018  Come See Columbia Day        Decatur, GA 

August 2-5, 2018             Churchwide Presbyterian Women Gathering,       Louisville, KY 

October 25-27, 2019      SOSA Synod Presbyterian Women Gathering       Epworth by the Sea GA 
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Mustard Seeds 

What do we know about them? 

How do they affect us? 

What did Jesus 

Say about  

Them? 

More information 

Coming! 

 



 

Your Presbytery of Florida Coordinating Team is always on the lookout for new faces to serve the Presbyterian Wom-

en on the presbytery level. As in your church PW circles that are trying to recruit new faces, we are seeking young, 

vibrant, energetic women who are dedicated to God’s will.  Most of the positions are for a two year commitment. 

Some may be longer. We are asking you to prayerfully consider women in your church who may be willing to serve. 

Here are some excellent guidelines for you to use not only for the presbytery but also in your church. 

 

 

Search Team Strategies to Identify New Talent and to Nurture Younger Women 

  
  
     The Search Team of your PW Coordinating Team has an important responsibility which affects the future of your 

PW: it identifies and invites candidates to accept positions on the coordinating team.  Pray regularly for this team and 

its work. 

  

     Refer to page 21 of the new PW Manual to review job descriptions for the search team and search team moderator, 

and review the bylaws/standing rules of your PW Presbytery and your local congregation PW. 

  

     Throughout the year make a commitment to attend as many presbytery-wide (or local congregation-wide) events as 

possible, and get to know the attendees.  Make notes of any memorable things about the women with whom you 

speak.  Use your own observations at these events and from previous years’ events to create a group of possibilities 

for current and future nominees.  

  

     Make a chart listing the positions and next to each one, list key qualities, abilities, and activities essential to being 

an effective leader in that capacity.  Try to identify two or three women per position whom you would like to consid-

er.  You know those women who would be perfect for a certain position and are so busy that no one wants to ask them 

to serve in one more position?  Ask them!  Give them the opportunity to make that decision for themselves, rather 

than your search team making the decision for them.  Approach each candidate with love, compassion, and excitement 

for the position in which you are asking her to serve. 

  

  

  

     Here is a link to the helpful PW 

Search Committee Document and Re-

sources: 

  
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/11/
pwc_search_workshop.pdf 
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Prayer List 

Wanda Segers, Sandra Winslett’s husband, Mary Daniel, JRoAnne Berg-

man, Peggy Kangas, Erin Rosica, Benjamin Springer, Barbara Fallin, 

Kathleen Rogers, Mary Lou Edwards, PWSOSA Coordinating Team, 

Margo Adams, Presbytery of Florida, Brian Yount, all our members who 

have lost loved ones, dear friends, precious pets, praise and continued 

prayer for Gail Avant,  all those affected by the devastating hurricanes, 

fires and floods. 

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/pwc_search_workshop.pdf
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/pwc_search_workshop.pdf
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/pwc_search_workshop.pdf
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This time of year can be non-stop for most people. I hope you’re ready for Christmas and can find some time to relax with 
friends and family. 
 
It’s a busy time of the year at Thornwell too. The busier it gets, the more I appreciate the times I’m reminded of our mission. 
 
Last week one of the family teachers told me a story about "the blanket." You might have seen it on our Facebook page: 
_____________________________________________ 
 
A family teacher asked the elementary-aged boys if they had made their beds. The family teacher noticed that one child still had 
to straighten his blankets. 
 
One of the boys said, “At home, I never had to straighten my blankets.” 
 
Another boy said, “At home, I never had blankets.” 
_____________________________________________ 
 
This story is a reminder of the good that we do here at Thornwell. We provide basic needs like love, safety, and security for 
children who don’t get those needs met at home. 
 
And we rely on the support of people like you to continue our mission. 
 
Christmas is in five days. Would you consider donating to Thornwell so that we can continue to provide basic needs—
and blankets—for the children who need them? 
 
You can easily donate online. It’s safe, secure, and easy to do. And when you donate, you’ll have a chance to send a message to 
our children. We’ll write your note on a Christmas angel and hang it on a Christmas tree in one of the cottages. 
 
I appreciate all you do to help the children we serve. If you’ve already sent in your Christmas gift to help children 
and families, we thank you! 
 
May God’s love surround you and yours this Christmas season. 
 
Christmas Blessings, 

 
The Rev. Elliot M. Smith  

Merry Christmas 
                   from 

 

http://thornwell.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54b754d980bfc4eb20176e086&id=69c3b71fed&e=8917d68dfc
http://thornwell.us14.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=54b754d980bfc4eb20176e086&id=5dd39103eb&e=8917d68dfc
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What a wonderful year we have had at UKirk Tallahassee! On a weekly basis we 

saw around 20 students at Thursday night gatherings and 11 students for small 

group Bible study this spring.  Calvin’s Coffee House is vibrant and active, help-

ing us build stronger relationships with students who do not identify as religious. 

We enjoyed the community offered by four residents this year. There is so much 

to celebrate, not the least of which is the hiring of our new Campus Minister! 

Sheldon Steen is a graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary who is currently 

working on his PhD in Religions of West-

ern Antiquity here at FSU.  Sheldon and 

his family moved to Tallahassee in 2015, 

when he joined the staff of Faith Presby-

terian as their part-time parish associ-

ate.  He has a rich history of ministry with 

students and congregations and was the 

unanimous choice of our search commit-

tee. Sheldon will begin his ministry this 

summer, with a little time overlapping 

with Trinity’s time at UKirk to help with 

this transition. 

We hope you will join us for our annual meeting on Monday, May 1 at 5:30 PM 

for a chance to meet Sheldon, listen to the stories of students, and join in this 

time of celebration.  We will have dinner together, with Chicken or Portobello 

Marbella with yellow rice. As a individual who partners with us in ministry, we 

are so grateful for your support throughout the year. We would love for you to 

come hear about the way your donation has shaped the lives of college students 

and help Sheldon put a face with your name. Please let us know by Friday, April 

21 if you will be attending and your meal preference.  We look forward to spend-

ing time together as partners in ministry. 

 

   Sincerely, 

   Shannon Guse 

   Board President  

mailto:office@ukirktallahassee.com?subject=Annual%20Meeting&body=Hello%20Diane%2C%0A%0AI%20would%20like%20to%20attend%20the%20annual%20meeting%20on%20Monday%2C%20May%201.%20I%20prefer%20the%20__________%20meal.


EAST…  Inger Avant 

I created a disc for all Together In Service and/

or Moderators in the East District. 

I scanned the information packet of the many 

projects you can choose for your women to 

focus on this year. 

I asked all TIS folks to keep the yellow folders 

and pass them on to the next person elected. 

The CDs are to be distributed to TIS women at 

the August training meeting. For those not 

attending the meeting, I will be sending a CD 

out via snail mail. 

I requested a list of the projects, the ways PW 

gives and serves, by October 20th for my re-

port at the November meeting of the PWCT.   

I hope this information will be helpful to the 

various churches TIS persons in their endeav-

ors to choose projects for the year. 

Central…. Mary Lou Edwards 

GRACE 

PW helped with a Beach Wounded Warrior 

Retreat meal for 100  

Coordinated A Retired Educators breakfast and 

luncheon for 50 

Helped with their annual Trunk or Treat event, 

meal for approximately 125 

Will be coordinating the annual Giving Tree 

including a party at a local school 

Will be helping with the annual Operation 

Christmas Child Shoebox drive 

Defuniak Springs 

PW has filled 64 Operation Christmas Child 

boxes to date and will have filled many more 

by the deadline 

Food items collected for CARING and SHAR-

ING for Thanksgiving 

Food Items collected for CARING and SHAR-

ING for Christmas 

Donated generously to the Presbyterian Disas-

ter Fund after Hurricanes Harvey and Irma 

Will receive the Thank Offering during Nov/

Dec circle meetings 

Purchasing Christmas gifts for the Silver-

Haired Angels project 

Support their KID’S CLOSET with donations 

of time and money 

Parkway 

Hosted the 6th annual Storytelling event/

luncheon for the community in Sept with the 

Emmy Award Winning TV show host, Aurea 

McGarry, as the inspirational speaker and UN-

DIVIDED as the music guests for the 3rd year 

Give support to Thornwell-Stewart Cottage, 

PW Birthday Offering, PW Thank Offering, 

Least Coin, Mission Haven, Columbia Friend-

ship Circle, Villa International and Presbyteri-

an Historical Society 

Provide bereavement meals 

Provide bi-monthly designated food items for 

the Parkway Food Pantry 

Participate in providing Wed night suppers for 

the youth 

Respite Center annual Christmas party jointly 

with the choir 

Filled Thanksgiving turkey dinner food boxes 

Santa Is A Senior project provides gifts for a 

nursing home for residents with no family  

Gave generously to PDF after Hurricanes Har-

vey and Irma 

Participate in Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Provide Christmas gifts for the Angel Tree 

Box tops and labels for the schools 

Paper goods for the Pantry and Second Chance 

Shoeboxes filled for Operation Christmas 

Child 

Maintain PW BB in Fellowship Hall and keep 

current PW Honorary Life plaque in narthex 
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Historian Report…….. by 

Suzanne Hinman 

Oct. 23, 2017-email sent to the 21 

churches who have historians, remind-

ing them that their PW history and An-

nual Report form are due no later than 

Jan. 1, 2018. The history should contain 

information on all PW and church activ-

ities from Jan 1, 2017 through Dec. 31, 

2017. I included updated info concern-

ing guidelines and tips for writing their 

history. 

This past week I emailed and/or called 

the churches that do no have an orga-

nized group of PW. It was encouraging 

that I did get a response from 4 or 5 

churches. I will continue to try to make 

contact with these churches. 

In December, I w3ill send a condensed 

Annual Report form to the churches that 

normally do not write a history nor com-

plete the Annual Report form. For the 

last 2 years I have sent this shorter form 

with a self addressed envelope, and 

many of the smaller churches did reply. 
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My Dear friends in Christ, 

Everyone of us has lost someone. Whether a parent, a spouse, a child, a dear friend or a precious pet, we all grieve for the ones who filled our hearts 

and have left behind holes of emptiness. If it’s your first or your umpteenth Christmas without them, it always hurts the same around the holidays. 

So my Christmas  prayer for you all is that this year you can focus on the JOY you had with your loved one. The blessing they were in your life. I pray 

that we all remember God has a purpose for everything, even the pain of loss. And He never gives us that grief without also giving us comfort. So I 

publish this amazing poem as my Christmas gift to you.  And as I keep you in my prayers I ask God to bless you with the PEACE of Christmas, the 

certainty in knowing Christ’s LOVE for us, so much that he came to be our savior, and that you have HOPE for a better understanding of God’s will 

for all of us in the coming New Year!  

A Very Merry Christmas and a Joyous and Prosperous New Year! 

Your editor, JRoAnne Bergman 


