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From General Presbyter Roy Martin

W

hat a wonderful
presbytery
meeting! We heard from
The Rev. Joyce Lieberman
about our connection with
the Synod of the South
Atlantic; Kathy Broyard
about the work FLAPDAN
and PDA have been doing
to help congregations in
our presbytery affected by
Hurricane Michael; Clark
Simmons and Keenan
Rodgers, from the Board
of Pensions, about the
financial help they are
providing church workers
who receive a W-2 from
hurricane-affected
churches; and Robert Hay,
from the Presbyterian
Foundation, who told us
about the fund they have
set up to which people can
contribute to help our
churches devastated by
this massive storm.
None of those people or
organizations resides
within the bounds of our
presbytery, yet they are
with us offering help in a
variety of ways. Why?
Because, like us, they are
Presbyterian, and this is
exactly how Presbyterians
are connected one to
another even beyond your

local congregation and
presbytery!
We also heard the
stories from hurricaneravaged pastors and elders
and from our leadership at
Dogwood Acres. The
stories were both
heartbreaking and
uplifting.
We heard about the
damage at St. Andrews,
Panama City, and at First,
Lynn Haven, as well as
First, Quincy, and our
camp. We heard about
high insurance deductibles
and no insurance at all.
We heard that none of our
congregations had any loss
of life, even though many
had lost their home and
belongings.
But we also heard
about how members of
congregations are helping
others in need, even in the
midst of their own loss.
And we heard about
individuals and
congregations, both within
and beyond our
presbytery, who have been
reaching out to help us.
There is no doubt in my
mind that God is at work
with us to rebuild what has
been lost, thanks be to God.

The
presbytery
also
approved
the plan I
brought
The Rev. Dr.
for the
Roy Martin
reorganization of the presbytery.
Please find on page 2
within this newsletter the
list of newly approved
committees and a brief
description of their
purpose. I hope and pray
you will be inspired to
participate in this new
design by offering to serve
on one of the committees.
In spite of the setbacks
caused by hurricane force
winds and water, I believe
we are about to embark
upon a new era in the life
of our presbytery, where
the presbytery is more
responsive to the needs of
its member congregations
and more engaged in
mission and ministry, both
at home and abroad. Let’s
get started!

Roy
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NEWLY APPROVED PRESBYTERY COMMITTEE DEFINITIONS
If interested in serving, please email office@presbyteryofflorida.com
Committee on Congregational Revitalization (CCR)
Purpose: To provide processes and support for congregations that have an identified need, willingness, and ability to engage in spiritual and/or programmatic growth which can lead to deeper commitment both within and
beyond current membership.
Committee on Dogwood Acres (CDA)
Purpose: To provide short and long-term planning, management, development, operations, and programs connected with Dogwood Acres.
Committee on Educational Resources (CER)
Purpose: To provide education and resources in the areas of stewardship, children’s ministry, youth and young
adult ministry, evangelism, social justice issues, and other areas related to congregational ministry through the
use of specialized teams and regional and presbytery-wide training events.
Committee on Mission and Outreach (CMO)
Purpose: To coordinate local, national, and international mission work through congregations and mission communities by providing information and resources and to oversee and coordinate presbytery-wide mission work to
include Disaster Preparedness and Self-development of People.
Committee on New Congregational Development (CNCD)
Purpose: To formulate and implement a comprehensive plan for location, funding, and development of new congregations and new worshipping communities within the bounds of the presbytery.
Committee on Nominations (CN)
Purpose: To nominate to Presbytery individuals to serve on presbytery committees, adhering to established
norms of committee membership and representation including vacancies, chairs and vice-chairs; and to nominate
persons to serve on presbytery’s PJC and as commissioners to Synod and General Assembly meetings.
Committee on Ministry (COM)
Purpose: To fulfill all Book of Order and presbytery manual responsibilities related to oversight of and assistance to congregations, Ministers of the Word and Sacrament and Certified Christian Educators in their ministry.
These responsibilities include all matters related to matriculation of new pastors, periodic visits with sessions
and pastors, support for clergy and Certified Christian Educator wellness and professional development, minimum standards for clergy compensation, dissolving pastoral relationships, processes leading to the next pastoral
call, and examining ministers for readiness and suitability to receive calls.
Committee on Presbytery Administration (CPA)
Purpose: To oversee the management of presbytery funds, property, and staff.
Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM)
Purpose: To oversee the care and examination of Commissioned Lay Pastors, Inquirers, and Candidates for Ministry, inform sessions of the process for CLPs, inquiry and candidacy, and conduct examinations of candidates
seeking calls within the bounds of this presbytery.
Committee on Representation (CR)
Purpose: To advise the Presbytery with respect to membership of its committees and to the employment of its
personnel per Book of Order G-3.0103.
Coordinating and Planning Commission (CPC)
Purpose: Consisting of the chairs of all presbytery committees, to provide for strategic planning and to coordinate the work of the presbytery; and to serve as a commission of presbytery to address matters needing immediate attention between presbytery meetings.
Permanent Judicial Commission (PJC)
Purpose: Acts as a court of appeal for sessions; exercises original jurisdiction in disciplinary cases against minister members of the presbytery.
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Florida Presbyters gather Oct. 30 at Gulf Breeze Presbyterian Church

Fellowship with friends always is a favorite part of presbytery meetings. Shown above, at left, from
left, are Presbytery Stated Clerk Jeannie Dixon and Synod of South Atlantic Executive Presbyter/
Stated Clerk Joyce Lieberman. Above at right, from left, are Elder Commissioner Marlene Austin,
Pace Presbyterian; Jackie Sykes, Westminster Presbyterian, Pensacola; and Commissioned Lay
Pastor Larry Plank, Navarre Presbyterian.
Worship also is an integral aspect of presbytery meetings. Shown below, at left, Pianist Patty
Kattner provided beautiful music. Below, at right, Presbytery of Florida General Presbyter Rev. Dr.
Roy Martin preached a sermon. See more Oct. 30 meeting photos on the Presbytery of Florida’s
Facebook page.

Exciting News!
The Rev. Cindy Kohlmann,
223rd General Assembly Co-Moderator,
will attend the Presbytery’s Jan. 26, 2019,
meeting. Stay tuned for details!
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From the
Presbyterian
Foundation

By
Gregg Brekke,
Freelance Writer

Shown at right,
First Presbyterian
Church of
Lynn Haven suffered
extensive external
and internal damage

Funds established for Hurricane Michael relief

I

n the aftermath of
damage caused by
Hurricane Michael, two
funds have been
established through the
Presbyterian Foundation
for donors to contribute
toward presbytery-led
relief efforts. Current
estimates are that the
storm caused more than
$6 billion in damage and
claimed at least 50 lives.
The Presbytery of
Florida and Flint River
Presbytery are currently
assessing damages in
their respective regions

and working
with Presbyterian
Disaster
Assistance (PDA),
the Presbyterian Board of
Pensions and
the Presbyterian
Foundation to find ways
to mitigate property
losses and restore lives.
The Rev. Dr. Roy
Martin, General Presbyter
of the Presbytery of
Florida, described the
damage caused by the
hurricane and its
associated tornadoes in
graphic terms. “If you

were to fly over Lynn
Haven [Florida] you
would say, if you know
your history, it’s like a
bombed-out Dresden
in 1940.”
Circle of gratitude
Calling the way
Presbyterians respond to
needs in the wider
church a “circle of
gratitude,” Martin is
thankful for the
connectional nature of
the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) and the many
offers of assistance
already received,
adding that short-term
needs in the region are
primarily financial.
“PDA is here with us
for the long haul,” he
said. “Their National
Response Team
members are here to be
with as many
congregations as
possible in worship this
weekend. We’ll
formulate a long-term

Wednesday, November 28
7 – 8:30 PM EST
Christ Presbyterian Church
2317 Bannerman Rd., Tallahassee
The children in the Ugandan Kids Choir bring a
message of hope — sharing the power of God’s love
through traditional music and dance. As they tour
the US, they delight audiences with their highenergy performances and infectious joy.
They are eager to perform for you, and provide you
an opportunity to help poor children around the
world, put an end to poverty, hunger, and corruption.
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plan, but if people want
to donate money to the
Foundation’s funds,
that would be the best
way to help because it
enables us to determine
where the resources are
most needed and
distribute them.”
While many
churches have
insurance to cover
property damage,
Martin is concerned for
smaller congregations
with limited or no
hurricane-related
coverage. Monies
collected, he said, will
make all the difference
in these small
congregations’ ability
to continue ministry in
their communities.
Sharing love and hope
The Rev. Lisa
Wilson Martin, pastor
of First Presbyterian
Church in hard-hit
Lynn Haven, Florida,
said, “Families are
pulling together to
continue the ministries
of the congregation in
new and creative
ways.”
Due to extensive
damage to its sanctuary,
First Presbyterian has
been worshipping
outside on Sunday.
“Our presence in the
community in which
we reside will be
amped up so that our
neighbors experience
the genuine love of
Christ that we share in
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Pictured at left,
First Presbyterian
Church of
Marianna’s
collapsed sanctuary
ceiling is just one of
many areas of the
structure that were
damaged, both
inside and out

word and deed,” she said.
While acknowledging
the pain of widespread
personal and
congregational losses, an
air of gratitude permeates
conversations with those
in the Presbytery of
Florida and Flint River
Presbytery. Gratitude for
neighbors, for relief
groups and national

agencies, and for
connections to the wider
Presbyterian Church.
“Nobody lost a life in
our presbytery, so we
praise God,” said Bibler.
“And all I hear and all I
feel is gratitude. That’s all
it is, gratitude that we’re
alive and together. We can
do this together, and for
that we are so grateful.”

Please consider
making an online gift
to assist in
Presbytery-led
relief efforts.
Scan the following
QR code
on your smart phone
or visit
www.presbyterian
foundation.org/
presbyteryfl

Shown at left,
First Presbyterian
Church of
Blountstown also is
one of ten Presbytery
of Florida churches
hit hardest by
Hurricane Michael

Your input is welcomed!
Have an idea, information, article, photo, poem, reading or hymn to share,
or a question or suggestion for us? Please email office@presbyteryofflorida.com
or call (850)535-2335.
Please limit to no more than 250 words.
Accompanying color photos with captions are encouraged. Please submit
content by the 20th for the following month.
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From the
Florida
Presbyterian
Disaster
Assistance
Network
(FLAPDAN)

Hurricane Michael resources available
FEMA REGISTRATION:
If you have damage from Hurricane Michael, register for FEMA assistance at
DisasterAssistance.gov or call 800-621-3362 (TTY: 800-462-7585)
HURRICANE MICHAEL HOME CLEANUP HOT-LINE:
From now through November 2, 2018, call the number below for help with home
cleanup. As they are able, reputable and vetted relief agencies may assist you and
your neighbors cut fallen trees, remove drywall, insulation, flooring, furniture,
appliances, tarp roofs, etc. All services are free, but service is not guaranteed due
to the overwhelming need.

To request help, CALL: 1-800-451-1954
NOTE: this hotline CANNOT assist with social services such as food, clothing,
shelter, insurance, or questions about FEMA registration. Volunteers work free of
charge and provide the tools and equipment necessary to complete the work.

By
Kathy Broyard,
Executive
Director

DISASTER DISTRESS HELPLINE
1-800-985-5990, is a 24/7, 365-day-a--year, national hotline dedicated to
providing immediate crisis counseling for people who are experiencing emotional
distress related to any natural or human-caused disaster. This toll-free,
multilingual, and confidential crisis support service is available to all residents in
the United States and its territories. Stress, anxiety, and other depression-like
symptoms are common reactions after a disaster. Call 1-800-985-5990 or text
TalkWithUs to 66746 to connect with a trained crisis counselor.
FLORIDA LEGAL SERVICES
Disaster Recovery Hotline number for any disaster-related legal issues or legal
information, including navigation of government assistance such as FEMA, SBA,
and local benefits, is 888-780-0443.
DAMAGED CHURCHES AND NON-PROFITS:
If you are located within the following Florida counties, you should register for
possible FEMA assistance: Bay, Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf , Holmes,
Jackson, Jefferson, Leon, Liberty, Madison, Wakulla, Washington.
Register at: FloridaPA.org
https://floridapa.org/site/rpasubmission.cfm

Start making plans now to attend! Contact Lisa Wilder at Wilddce@aol.com.
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BOP offers church employees emergency assistance

T

he storm has
cleared, but the
damage assessments
have only just begun.
Board of Pension
personnel hold you, your
families and the
churches in Florida and
Flint River Presbyteries
close in prayer, but the
Board is also prepared to
help with emergency
grants where needed.
These grants are for
up to $1,000 for ANY
church employee who
receives a paycheck
from the church who has
suffered storm damage.
They do NOT have to be
recipients of Board of
Pensions benefits. The
grants are intended to
provide immediate shortterm relief until more
help from insurance and
other entities kicks in.
Grants are paid by paper
check and only in lump
sum form.

Employees of
Presbytery of Florida
churches in Hurricane
Michael-affected areas
may obtain a grant
application form by
contacting the
Presbytery office at
office@presbyteryof
florida.com. The
completed form should
then be returned to the
Presbytery office for the
required authorization
for submission to the
Board of Pensions.
The grants are
available through the
Assistance Program of
the Board of Pensions,
which provides financial
and vocational assistance
to eligible workers in the
Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.)., as well as
critical financial and
housing assistance to
qualifying retired
members of the Benefits
Plan. Rooted in a 300-

Fighting Hate
Teaching Tolerance
Seeking Justice

2200 N. Meridian Rd.
Tallahassee, FL

year-old tradition, the
Assistance Program
embodies the
connectional Church at
its best. As the
Assistance Program
relies for its funding not
on dues but on voluntary
gifts, legacies,
endowments, and onehalf of the Christmas Joy
Offering, it provides a
way for caring
Presbyterians to support
those who serve the
Church during their
times of need.
Assistance is granted
for needs that lie beyond
the scope of the Benefits
Plan. Recipients are not
expected to repay any
grants received, although
they are encouraged to
promote support for the
Assistance Program in
their congregations and
mid councils.

From the
Board of
Pensions of the
Presbyterian
Church
(U. S. A.)
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From the
Dogwood Acres
Ministry Team

By
James Vance,
Volunteer
Coordinator

Dogwood Acres Volunteer Work Day planned Nov. 12

U

pon arrival at
DWA two days
after the storm, one of
our first thoughts was,
putting our camp back
together is going to take
a lot of effort on the
part of a lot of people!
There have been
moments when the
challenge looked
overwhelming, with
hundreds of trees down
and multiple buildings
damaged. But two
weeks have gone by
since that first visit, and
there is already a big
change on the ground.

As shown above, powerful winds,
water and hundreds of fallen trees
damaged numerous structures at
Dogwood Acres.

The camp finally got
power restored…no
more generators!
We have hired tree
removal companies,
and their first couple
days have made a big
improvement. We have
funds for only a few
more days of their
services, and then we
will welcome
volunteers. We have
had to wait to bring in
volunteers because of
safety concerns while
large equipment and
professional crews
were at work, but this
week, we will be
shifting gears and soon
will be glad to have all
the helping hands we
can find. We are so
thankful for all the
inquiries from folks
who want to help!
Our initial work will
be to continue cutting up
downed trees and
putting the debris in
piles next to Harmony
Road (our entrance
road) for eventual
removal. We will work
in small teams, clearing
and cleaning the cabin
area, office area, trails,
and Challenge Course.
We welcome volunteers
of all skill levels, with
each small team
consisting of a chainsaw
operator and several

people to load and move
branches to larger piles,
as well as raking and
general cleanup. Youths
are welcome, but must
be supervised by an
accompanying adult.
DWA Team members
will be stretched thin
and won’t be able to
offer extra youth
supervision.
Soon we will begin
repairs on our
boardwalks, which need
light carpentry skills.
We would also
welcome anyone who
would like to help us
get our cabins and
kitchen/dining hall back
in shape for upcoming
retreats that had to be
postponed. If you have
a love for Dogwood
Acres and would like to
help we would be very
appreciative, and
encourage your on-theground support!
James Vance will be
coordinating the volunteer
efforts. Please email him at
jvance49@comcast.net or
call him at 850-933-3985 to
inquire about workdays or to
offer your services. Also,
regular updates are being
posted on
www.dogwoodacres.org.
A work day is planned for
Monday, Nov. 12
(Veterans Day).
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We are in a World of Hurt

T

he second week in
October, two lifechanging events
occurred. They were so
shocking that I wanted
to curl up in a ball and
pull the covers over my
head. Hurricane
Michael, a record
powerful storm hit the
panhandle, and the U.
N.’s Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) issued
its most shocking report
to date. Unfortunately,
curling up in bed is not
an option for any
of us, because both
these events cannot
be ignored.
Hurricane Michael
appeared out of
nowhere, quickly grew
to a Category 4
hurricane, just 1 mph
short of a Category 5
hurricane ,and roared a
shore in the Panhandle,
destroying Mexico
Beach and much of
Panama City, causing a
world of hurt to
Tallahassee and
Georgia. The Weather
Channel called Michael
an “American Disaster”.
Survivors are saying it is
the worst thing they
have ever been through.
My heart goes out to
everyone affected.
Michael is the third
hurricane in three years
to hit the Panhandle. I
am beginning to dread

the fall, knowing that yet
another hurricane may
be drawn to our area. As
a hurricane approaches, I
lose sleep and become
anxious for the safety of
my family, knowing that
as it travels through the
abnormally warm Gulf
of Mexico it will become
more powerful.
Scientists are confident
of the connection
between our warming
world and the rapid
intensification of
hurricanes. September
and October were record
warm months and fueled
Michael into a record
monster storm.
On October 8, 2018,
IPCC issued a report
making it clear that time
has run out for us to
ignore the warming of
the planet. The
countries of the world
“require rapid, far
reaching and
unprecedented changes
in all aspects of society”
in order to limit global
warming to a rise of 1.5
degrees C. The chilling
part of the IPCC report
is that these changes
must take place within
the next 12 years. Will
we respond to the
enormity of this life
changing problem or
will we curl up in a ball
and pull the covers over
our heads?

The church is our
hope, because it can
transform society.
Science has provided us
with unimaginable
advances in
understanding the
consequences of our
actions, but it does not
teach us how to value or
respond. The church
must do this. It must
begin with
acknowledging that the
world has changed in a
very dangerous way and
use its powerful voice to
push society to keep our
planet livable. It can
transform the fears and
apathy of our members
into urgency and
courage to demand that
our country cut its
carbon emissions at an
unimaginable speed and
scale.
As always, comments
and questions to
pammcvety
@hotmail.com.

Caring for
Creation
Notes

By
Pam McVety,
Presbytery
Stewardship
of Creation
Enabler

“Scientists are pretty
confident of the
connection between
our warming world
and the rapid
intensification of
hurricanes..”
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PRESBYTERY
OF FLORIDA
Mailing address:
P. O. Box 7
Chipley, FL 32428
Physical address:
3320 Harmony Rd.
Phone: 850-535-2335
or 850-535-2440
Toll-free Fax: 844-361-9448
E-mail:
office@presbyteryofflorida.com
Website:
www.presbyteryofflorida.com

Presbytery
Committee/Team Chairs
Budget, Finance
and Stewardship (BFS)
Williams O. Bell
wobell3@gmail.com
Commitment to
Representation (CRT)
Leslie Yandle
Leslie.yandle@gmail.com
Committee on Ministry
(COM)
Rev. Mark Broadhead
minister@fpc-crestview.org
Committee on Preparation for
Ministry (CPM)
Rev. Emily Proctor
Emily.rose.proctor@gmail.com
Congregational
Mission Support (CMST)
Rev. Dr. James Huffaker
jhuffaker35@gmail.com
Disaster Preparedness
and Response (DPR)
Nolan Raybon
Nolan@aw-gc.com
Dogwood Acres Ministry
(DWAMT)
Dr. Linda T. Lovins
artsedlin@gmail.com
Personnel
Rev. Dr. Richard Connor
garic1951@yahoo.com
Presbytery Leadership Team
(PLT)
Suzanne Burke
Suzannegilmoreburke
@gmail.com
Self Development of People
(SDOP)
Rev. Stephen Graves
lpchurch1@outlook.com

Save the date:
In November

Looking ahead

Friday, Nov. 9
6:30 p.m. EST

Campfire Jam
Christ, Tallahassee

Saturday, Nov. 10
6:30 p.m. EST

UKirk Tallahassee
Tailgate Party

Sunday, Nov,.11

Veterans Day

Monday, Nov. 12

Dogwood Acres
Volunteer Work Day

Tuesday, Nov. 13
9:30 a.m. CST

Committee on Ministry
meets, Presbytery office

Wednesday, Nov. 14
6 p.m. EST

Fighting Hate, Teaching
Tolerance, Seeking Justice
Faith, Tallahassee

Wednesday, Nov. 14
6:45 p.m. CST

Jazz for the Soul
Gulf Beach,
Panama City Beach

Sunday, Nov. 18
10 a.m. CST

Old-Fashion Hymn Sing
Gulf Beach,
Panama City Beach

Tuesday, Nov. 20

Deadline for
Panhandle Presbyterian
December edition
submissions to office
@presbyteryofflorida.com

Thursday, Nov. 22 – Presbytery office closed
Friday, Nov. 23
for Thanksgiving
Tuesday, Nov. 27

Giving Tuesday

Wednesday, Nov. 28
7 p.m. EST

Ugandan Kids Choir
Christ, Tallahassee

Sunday, Dec. 2

First Sunday of Advent

Sunday, Dec. 16
10 a.m. CST

Old-Fashion Hymn Sing
Gulf Beach,
Panama City Beach

Thursday, Dec. 20

Deadline for
Panhandle Presbyterian
January edition
submissions to office
@presbyteryofflorida.com

Sunday, Dec. 23

Christmas Joy Offering

Monday, Dec. 24 – Presbytery office closed
Tuesday, Dec. 25
for Christmas
Wednesday, Jan. 9
6:45 p.m. CST

Jazz for the Soul
Gulf Beach,
Panama City Beach

Thursday, Jan. 17
10 a.m. CST

Christian Educators/Youth
Workers’ Gathering,
Presbytery office

Saturday, Jan. 26
9 a.m. CST
Registration at
8 a.m. CST

Winter Stated Presbytery
Meeting
1st, Ft. Walton Beach
with Co-Moderator
Cindy Kohlmann

Sunday, Jan. 27

Trinity United, Tallahassee
65th Anniversary
Celebration

