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From General Presbyter Roy Martin

F

all is upon us! Or at
least as much as
Florida will allow us to
experience. Having grown
up in Virginia and having
spent the last four years
there, I have an inbred
appreciation for colorful
leaves, crisp air,
pumpkins, and apple cider.
And, although you can get
the last two in abundance
in Florida, it’s just not the
same.
Nevertheless, Florida
has its own kind of charm
in the Fall if one wants to
experience it. Here, Fall
means lovely strolls on the
beach, less hot mornings
and evenings and, yes,
pumpkins and apple cider.
Among other things,
Florida has provided me
with an opportunity to
view and experience Fall
differently.
At our upcoming
meeting of presbytery on
October 30th, I will be
presenting my
recommendations for
moving our presbytery
forward in structure and
program. I do so after
conducting regional
gatherings, talking with
presbytery leaders,

pastors, elders and
members of
congregations; also after
much prayer and
reflection. Of course, it is
my fervent hope that those
present to vote on these
recommendations will see
the value in them and will
vote to set them in motion.
Having done this sort of
thing before in another
presbytery, I am aware
that it is possible not
everyone will be, shall we
say, enthusiastic about
what I propose. Some
may think I don’t go far
enough; some will think I
go too far.
But the bottom line is,
are we open to the
possibilities? Are we open
to letting go of what we
consider tried and true
ways of doing things for
the sake of trying and
truing new ways of doing
them? In other words, are
we open to seeing and
doing things differently?
I am excited about the
possibilities that exist to
assist our congregations in
growing their mission and
ministry as well as
growing the mission and
ministry of our presbytery!

I am
excited
about
working
to increase
our efforts
The Rev. Dr.
to share
Roy Martin
the love
and justice of Jesus Christ
together! What a great Fall
this can be!
Your General Presbyter,

The Rev. Dr.
Roy A. Martin, Jr.

Presbytery
of Florida

FALL STATED
MEETING
Tuesday, Oct. 30
Gulf Breeze
Presbyterian
Church
Registration at
8 a.m. CDT
9 a.m. EDT
Meeting begins at
9 a.m. CDT
10 a.m. EDT
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Two hunger ministries receive 2 Cents a Meal Grants
From the
he Presbytery’s
September meeting,
Tallahassee”, a countyCongregational
Congregational
CMST granted a total of
wide pilot program
Mission
Mission Support Team
$4,000 to the following
aimed at reducing the
Support Team (CMST) is honored to
two congregations for
amount of food waste

T

partner with
congregations that seek to
alleviate hunger
throughout the bounds of
Florida Presbytery. At its

and improving food
recovery from food
trucks, schools, and
restaurants.
Grace Presbyterian
Church, Panama City,
for its ministry “Grace
Cares.” The grant will
allow Grace Cares to
By
distribute holiday food
Rev. Lisa Martin,
gifts during
Pastor,
Thanksgiving and
First Presbyterian
Christmas.
Church of
In all, CMST has
Lynn Haven
granted $7,500 in 2018.
Availability of funds
comes from the 2-Centsa-Meal Offerings
received by
congregations within the
presbytery. Thank you
Shown above, First Presbyterian Church of Crestview invites volunteers for giving generously so
to serve at its soup kitchen and food distribution program, providing an that we may give
average of 55 meals each Friday. The program received a $3500
generously in return!
Presbytery of Florida Two Cents a Meal Grant earlier in 2018.

From the
Budget,
Finance and
Stewardship
Team

M

inisters, clerks of
session,
stewardship chairs,
treasurers and other
congregational leaders
are encouraged to attend
one the following
upcoming district
Stewardship Gatherings.
At the meetings,
participants will receive
documents to assist
sessions in developing the
mission giving portion of
their budget for the
coming year.

their creative hunger
ministries:
First Presbyterian
Church, Tallahassee, for
”Sustainable

West District Gathering
Thurs., Oct. 18, 5:20 p.m.
CDT, Trinity Presbyterian
Church, 3400 Bayou
Blvd., Pensacola. Please
RSVP by Thurs., Oct. 11,
to (850)535-2335 or office
@presbyteryofflorida.com.
East District Gathering
Sun., Oct. 21, 2 p.m. EDT,
Faith Presbyterian Church,
2200 N. Meridian Rd.,
Tallahassee. Please RSVP
by Wed., Oct. 17, to (850)
535-2335 or office
@presbyteryofflorida.com

Central District Gathering
Sun., Nov. 11, 4 p.m. CST,
Parkway Presbyterian
Church, 505 S. Tyndall
Parkway, Panama City.
Please RSVP by Wed.,
Nov. 7, to (850)535-2335
or office
@presbyteryofflorida.com.
The Budget, Finance and
Stewardship Team thanks
you for your faithful
participation and support of
our Presbytery and its
ministries.
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850 Tally-Ho events unite Tallahassee-area Presbyterian youth

Y

outh from several
Tallahassee-area
Presbytery of Florida
churches gathered
Sept. 16 for fun,
fellowship and mission
work at an 850 Tally-Ho
event at Christ
Presbyterian,
Tallahassee. Among
their activities were
Hunger Games intended
to help them get
acquainted while raising
awareness for hunger in
the community and the
world.
The participating
churches take turns
hosting quarterly 850
Tally-Ho gatherings with
varying emphases for
their youth. For
example, Faith
Presbyterian is planning
a Tally-Ho Night of
Service the Sunday
before Thanksgiving, to
include a total of eight
service projects. Then,
First Presbyterian of
Quincy and Fellowship,
Tallahassee, will hold a
Capture the Flag bonfire
in January, and First
Presbyterian of
Tallahassee and
Fellowship will offer a
Spring Study.
Previously, 850 TallyHo youth have taken part
in Tallahassee’s CROP
Walk, with lunch and a
study before.
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About our
Connectional
Churches
Shown at left,
Recent 850 TallyHo Hunger Games
help acquaint
participants while
raising awareness
of community and
worldwide hunger.
(Photo courtesy of
Christ Presbyterian
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From
the Committee
on Ministry

The Panhandle Presbyterian

Meet our ministers: John and Katherine Kupar

T

he Presbytery of
Florida welcomes
John and Katherine
Kupar as ministers now
serving in the presbytery.
John was ordained as a
Minister of Word and
Sacrament and installed
as associate pastor at First
Presbyterian Church of
Pensacola in a special

service Sept. 9. His wife,
Katherine, a PC(USA)
minister who preached
during the service, now
serves as Presbytery
pulpit supply within 1.5
hours of Pensacola and
has been certified by the
Arkansas Presbytery as
ready to receive a call.
John and Katherine

both are 2018 graduates
of Louisville
Presbyterian Theological
Seminary. They met in
New Orleans in 2014
while serving in the
Presbyterian Mission
Agency’s Young Adult
Volunteer (YAV)
Program. They were
married in May of 2018.

In the left photo below, at center, John Kupar receives the laying on of hands during his ordination
and installation. Flanking him, from left, are his wife, Rev. Katherine Kupar; his father, Rev. Greg
Kupar; Presbytery of Florida General Presbyter Rev. Dr. Roy Martin; and Presbytery of Florida
Committee on Ministry Chair Rev. Mark Broadhead.

Pictured above, Katherine Kupar
preaches. (Photos courtesy of
First Presbyterian Church of Pensacola)

Your input is welcomed!
Have an idea, information, article, photo,
poem, reading or hymn to share,
or a question or suggestion for us?
Please email
office@presbyteryofflorida.com
or call (850)535-2335.
Please limit to no more than 250 words.
Accompanying color photos with captions
are encouraged. Please submit content by
the 20th for the following month.
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Open our Hearts to Children in a Changing World

A

s we prepare to
return to
Tallahassee after another
summer on Lake George
in northern Wisconsin,
my focus is on my
grandchildren who I
can’t wait to see.
Nobody warned me that
the intense wholehearted and
overpowering love you
feel for your children
extends to your
grandchildren. I imagine
it is the kind of love
Jesus felt for all of us
that led him to sacrifice
his life on the cross.
Today, too many
children in our
community and world
suffer from violence,
abuse, neglect, poverty,
hunger and now from
the extreme weather
caused by our warming
planet. The Pentagon,
called climate change a
threat multiplier,
meaning that it makes all
our existing problems
worse.
In the church, we
say that climate change
intensifies all forms of
injustice, but especially
towards our beloved
children. Already there
are way too many days
when it is too hot for our
children to play outdoors
in the summer. This
summer, after an
evening bike ride, both

my grand boys were red
faced and sweaty. This
can be dangerous, but
fortunately, they can
cool off inside with air
conditioning, cold
showers and cool drinks,
but there are millions of
children who can’t.
These are the same
children who are
suffering and dying from
climate related hunger.
The United
Nations* reported a year
ago the that world
hunger is again on the
rise, driven by conflict
and climate change.
Nearly 815 million
people, or 11 percent of
the global population,
are now hungry, putting
millions of children at
risk from malnutrition.
Some 155 million
children aged five and
under are stunted, while
52 million suffer from
wasting, meaning their
weight is too low for
their height.
The report singles
out conflict compounded
by climate change as one
of the key drivers behind
the resurgence of hunger
and malnutrition. More
specifically, crops are
dying from climate
change enhanced high
temperatures, droughts
and floods.
All of this should
set off alarm bells that

we cannot afford to
ignore, especially in the
church. I know there
isn’t a person reading
this who doesn’t want
the best for their
grandchildren and by
extension, the best for all
God’s children.
We must open our
hearts. There is so much
pain and injustice in the
world, that many of us
have sanitized ourselves
from all the pain. Jesus’s
heart was unguarded,
and so must our hearts
be. We must
acknowledge the pain
our children are
experiencing and the
damaged world we are
leaving them.
I pray that each of
us will embrace the
dangerous reality of our
warming world or at
least acknowledge that
something is terribly
wrong. However grim
our situation, God gives
us the strength and love
to confront the climate
crisis that is harming our
children and robbing
them of a safe future.
As always, please
feel free to contact me.
pammcvety@hotmail.com.
*The State of Food Security
and Nutrition in the World.
2017. UNICEF, WHO, FAO,
IFAD and WFP.

Caring for
Creation
Notes

By
Pam McVety,
Presbytery
Stewardship
of Creation
Enabler

“Nearly 815 million
people, or 11 percent
of the global
population, are now
hungry, putting
millions of children
at risk from
malnutrition.”
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Save the date:
In October
Sunday, Oct. 7

Looking ahead
World Communion Sunday
Peace & Global Witness
Offering

Thursday, Oct. 11
10 a.m. CDT

Presbytery Committee on
Preparation for Ministry
meets, Presbytery office

Friday, Oct. 12 –
Sunday, Oct. 14

SpiritFest Youth Retreat,
Dogwood Acres Camp and
Conference Center

Friday, Oct. 12

Deadline for submitting
2019 employer agreements
to Board of Pensions

Saturday, Oct. 13
10 a.m. CDT

Presbytery Leadership Team
meets, Presbytery office

Thursday, Oct. 18
5:20 p.m. CDT

West District Stewardship
Gathering,
Trinity, Pensacola

Saturday, Oct. 20
11 a.m. CDT

Presbytery Congregational
Mission Support Team
meets, Presbytery office

Saturday, Oct. 20

Deadline for Panhandle
Presbyterian November
edition submissions to office
@presbyteryofflorida.com

Sunday, Oct. 21
10 a.m. CDT

Welsh Revival all-girls
Celtic Ensemble in Concert,
1st, Ft. Walton Beach

Sunday, Oct. 21
2 p.m. EDT

East District Stewardship
Gathering,
Faith, Tallahassee

Sunday, Oct. 21

Children’s Sabbath

Tuesday, Oct. 23

Project Regeneration
(Presbyterian Foundation
workshop),
Grace, Panama City

Wednesday, Oct. 24
10 a.m. EDT

All Souls Day Service of
Remembrance,
Westminster Oaks

Presbytery Leadership Team
(PLT)
Suzanne Burke
Suzannegilmoreburke
@gmail.com

Sunday, Oct. 28

Reformation Sunday

Monday, Oct. 29 –
Friday, Nov. 16

Board of Pensions
Open Enrollment for 2019

Tuesday, Oct. 30

Self Development of People
(SDOP)
Rev. Stephen Graves
lpchurch1@outlook.com

Registration
8 a.m. CST/9 a.m. EST

Presbytery Fall Stated
Meeting, Gulf Breeze

Personnel
Rev. Dr. Richard Connor
garic1951@yahoo.com

Sunday, Nov. 4

Daylight Saving Time ends

Saturday, Nov. 10 UKirk Tallahassee
Tailgate Party
6:30 p.m. EST
Sunday, Nov,.11
4 p.m. CST

Central District
Stewardship Gathering,
Parkway, Panama City

Sunday, Nov,.11

Veterans Day

Tuesday, Nov. 13
9:30 a.m. CST

Committee on Ministry
meets, Presbytery office

Tuesday, Nov. 20

Deadline for Panhandle
Presbyterian December
edition submissions to
office
@presbyteryofflorida.com

Thursday, Nov. 22 Presbytery office closed for
– Friday, Nov. 23 Thanksgiving
Tuesday, Nov. 27

Giving Tuesday

Westminster Oaks
invites you to

All Souls Day
Service of
Remembrance
Oct. 24  10– 11 a.m. EDT
Maguire Center,
Westminster Oaks
4449 Meandering Way
Tallahassee Florida 32308
On this occasion, we will
read the names and
light a candle in honor of each
of our residents who has
entered the Church
Triumphant
throughout the
past 12 months.
All are welcome.

