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Directions to Westminster Oaks, 4449 Meandering Way, Tallahassee
From US-98

From I-10
• Driving from the east or west, take exit
209A to merge onto FL-10/Mahan Dr,/
US-90 E toward Tallahassee (3.6 miles)
• Turn right at Dempsy Mayo Rd. (.07 miles)
• Turn right at Meandering Way –
Destination will be on the left (.06 miles)

• If driving from the east, turn right,
or if from the west, turn left,
at FL-363/ Woodville Hwy. (13.2 miles)
• Turn right at Capital Circle SE/FL-263/
US-319 – Continue to follow
Capital Circle SE/US-319
• Turn right at FL-10/Mahan Dr./US-90
(7.9 miles)
• Continue straight on FL-10/Mahan Dr./US-90
(3.6 miles)
• Turn left at Dempsey Mayo Rd. (.07 miles)
• Turn right at Meandering Way – Destination
will be one the left (.06 miles)

Upon arrival at Westminster Oaks
When you drive into Westminster Oaks’ brick entrance, you
will be on Meandering Way. Follow the road past houses, the
pool and apartments on either side until you reach the Parry
Building. Drive past the Parry Building into the visitor's
parking lot and look for the building with the American
flagpole. Walk up the hill go through the sliding glass doors,
which is the main entrance. Sign in, and the meeting will be
to your left, with restrooms just down the hall.
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LUNCH MENU
Provided courtesy of Westminster Oaks

Fried catfish
Corn pudding
Baked sweet potato
Green beans
Capri’s vegetable
Rye dinner rolls

Also available:
Plain catfish
Vegetable lasagna
Full salad bar
Beverages: Iced tea, regular or decaf coffee, hot tea
Desserts: Lemon bar, Boston cream pie,
vanilla or chocolate frozen yogurt
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Guidelines for Presbytery Meetings
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Thank you for your service as presbyters — and a special welcome to those who
are first-time commissioners! Our work together as a Presbytery is a great
privilege. We represent different points of view, interests, and levels of
knowledge, but we all share a love for our church and a commitment to mission.
Each one of us is valuable and stands to offer important perspectives on the issues
before us.
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When we meet, our goal is to make the best possible decisions for the life and
ministry of our Presbytery. Therefore, to ensure that all points of view are heard
and that we use our time well in the course of the day, the following points should
be born in mind:
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1. Please use the microphones. This applies to everyone. You may think that
you can project your voice and that you have no difficulty being heard, but
there will always be someone who cannot hear what you want to say. As
Moderator, I will ensure that the body waits for you and does not engage in
debate while you make your way to a microphone.
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2. When you speak to the assembly, please identify yourself by name, as
minister or elder commissioner, and by church. Many people at a Presbytery
meeting know each other well and see each other frequently, but there are
others who are new and do not know those in attendance.
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3. Please do not shout, “Call for the question!” when you want to move to limit
debate. Instead, go to a microphone, wait to be recognized, and say, “I move
the previous question.” This motion is not debatable, does not require a
second, and requires a two-thirds majority.
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4. If you wish to make a point of order, ask a question of privilege, or bring up a
matter of business that cannot wait, you do not need to wait at a microphone.
Please stand at your place and say, “Moderator, I rise to a point of order,” or
“Moderator, I rise to a question of privilege.” The Moderator will recognize
you, ask you to state your question or concern, and will deal with it
immediately.
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5. If you are not sure how to word a motion, please go to a microphone, wait to
be recognized, and then explain to the Presbytery what you want to do. The
Moderator will help you frame your motion.
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Remember that Roberts Rules of Order is designed to be a help, not a hindrance
— so don’t let it stand in the way of your full participation in the Presbytery
meeting. Again, welcome — and God’s blessings to all as we undertake the work
and ministry God has given us!
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Joan H. Wooten, Moderator
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Section 1
Adoption of Docket/Announcements
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Proposed: DOCKET OF THE PRESBYTERY OF FLORIDA
Summer Stated Meeting
Westminster Oaks, Tallahassee, Florida
Joan Wooten, Moderator

Tuesday, September 8, 2009
10:00 a.m. (EDT)
Terry Dyer, Stated Clerk

9:00 – 9:50 ……………………………………………...................................................................... Registration
10:00 ………………………………………………………………….. Summer Presbytery Meeting Convenes
1. Declaration of Quorum …………………………………………………………… Joan Wooten, Moderator
•

Welcome from Westminster Oaks ……………………………………………………….. Taylor Phillips

•

Adoption of Docket and Announcements Section 1 ........................................... Terry Dyer, Stated Clerk

10:10 - 11:00 …………………………………………………………………………………… Opening Worship
•

Rick Gernhardt, Candidate for Ordination/Pastor-elect of Covenant Presbyterian Church

11:10 -12:45…………………..……………………………………………………………………….. Workshops
•

Evangelism

•

Goals of the Presbytery of Florida

1:00 - 1:45……………………………………………………………………………………….………… Lunch
2. Introductions ………………………………………………………………………. Joan Wooten, Moderator
•

Visiting Ministers, First-time Elders, Corresponding Members

3. Special Presentation…………………………………………………... South Korean Partnership Delegation
4. Communications to Presbytery Section 2…………………………………………….…………… Terry Dyer
5. Report of the Treasurer Section 3 ………………………………………..……….................. Russell Owens
6. Council Report Section 4 ……...………………………………………………………………. Ruth Hempel
7. Report of the Mission for Dogwood Acres/Outdoor Ministry Section 5………….……….. Christy Williams
8. Report of the Mission for Disaster Preparedness/Response Section 6……………………… Hugh Hamilton
9. Report of the PC (USA) Ministries Section 7…………………………………………………………………
a. Committee on Ministry ……………………………………………………………. Roger Nicholson
b. Committee on Preparation for Ministry…………………………………………….. Brant Copeland
c. Nominating Committee…………………………………………………….. Martha Jean Woodward
10. Report of the Ministry of Administration Section 8 …………………..……………………. Randy Jackson
11. Report of the Mission for Outreach Section 9……….…………………………….............. Ruth Mashewske
12. Report of the Mission for Spiritual Development Section 10 ………………….………...... Huw Christopher
13. Report of the Wakulla Administrative Commission Section 11 …………………………………. John Lown
14. Presbyterian Women Report Section 12 …………………………………..…………… Mary Gene Fleming
15. New Business …………………………………………………………………………………………………
16. ADJOURN
NEXT PRESBYTERY MEETING
FALL STATED MEETING – November 10, 2009
Location: Fellowship Presbyterian Church, Tallahassee, Florida
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Workshop
Goals

9

Church Development and Evangelism
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Our Vision:
The Church Development and Evangelism Committee, in alignment with
the Great Commission of Jesus to his disciples, will provide evangelism
resources to the entire presbytery, provide long-term support for
congregational transformation, and support the establishment of new
worshipping communities in which each congregation is on an ongoing
spiritual journey – one that empowers them to travel strategically in the
direction of their own full kingdom potential in response to God’s will.
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Our Mission:
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Our Functional Goals:

The CD & E Committee is responsible for the promotion &
implementation of church development and for supporting the
transformation of existing congregations.

To lead to our vision & follow our mission, the CD & E Committee
establishes the following functional goals:

Goal

Financial Implications

New Church Development
To support, recommend and/or
provide appropriate resources to new
church developments and/or nontraditional church starts within the
bounds of the Presbytery.

1 Year
$3,400.00

3 Years
$85,000.00
(includes minimal
start up costs for a
new church
development)

Existing Church Transformation
To establish and communicate
criteria under which congregations
can receive assistance from
Presbytery’s CD & E Committee.

$7,000.00

Little or no change

Existing Church Transformation
To determine, recommend and/or
provide appropriate resources to
assist congregations in their
transformation.

$9,100.00

$30,000.00
(to provide for
coaching with
transformation teams)

CDE Committee Training
To ensure ongoing competencybuilding for the CD & E Committee
so that it can faithfully fulfill its
mission in service to the church of
Jesus Christ in the Presbytery of
Florida.

$12,500.00

$15,000.00

Summer Stated Presbytery

10

September 8, 2009

Dogwood Acres Task Force

Short Term Goals (1 year):
GOAL

INFO

FINANCIAL IMPLICATION

Hire a full
time
director

1. The camp will generate more revenue and
have less surprise maintenance issues if there is
someone consistently living in the director’s
house monitoring and managing the camp.
2. There is currently $20,000 in regular budget
for this purpose.
3. The AEP staff’s time could be used for other
areas and not for DWA
4. If this person were a church professional or
ordained, they may be able to work as a stated
supply or at a nearby PCUSA church in some
capacity to revitalize the church, as well.

Roads

Almost done- The tractor was purchased from
the DWA development fund and there is still
money to purchase the materials to fix the
roads

Small
Church
Incentive

Invite small churches to come for a weekend or
overnight retreat and encourage them by
offering to give them free lodging but they pay
for their food. This would include up to 5
churches in our presbytery over three weekends

Two possible scenarios:
 A cash salary of $25,000 + (BOP,
travel, CE & FICA)= $39,950.
 $30,000 cash salary + (see above) =
$46, 900.
Of course, the director would also get
housing.
*Also note that S. Alabama Presbytery
may be willing to offer our Presbytery
up to $10,000 to be designated for
DWA and their use of the camp. This
could go towards the camp’s consistent
management
The Operations committee is working on
first fixing the roads and then coming up
with a schedule for the maintenance for
both aesthetics and safety. Some funds
have already been allocated using the
development fund.
Materials - $30,000
Initial cost to camp:
$150. x 3=$450. for the weekend host
$100. x 3 for utilities
$100. x 3 for cook’s pay/ travel = $1050.

Long – Term Goals (3 years):
Re-do/re-build the
kitchen facility

We need a more sealed kitchen area with a floor
that is mop-able, stainless steel work tables,
shelves instead of cabinets and a single serving
window.

$25,000

New programs and
initiatives for adults,
children and youth

More people using the facility and being part of
the presbytery’s ministry

Could be no costs since
fees would be collected
for events

Gut and refurbish the
old bathhouse

This building needs roof work done and then the
inside gutted but then it could be used as another
indoor meeting space for adults or a gathering
place for campers with ping pong table and tables
for board games, etc., for rainy days or evenings.

$15,000. – depending on
what is found as we start
to gut the building

Install solar panels where possible, solar lights,
create a nature center, educate campers and users,
recycle, compost, look at food served and carbon
neutral status

Depending on how much
we do on this determines
the cost –
Solar panels will be
more than just doing
solar lighting.
$10,000 - $50,000

DWA as an
environmental model
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Section 2
Communications to the Presbytery
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Communications to the Presbytery of Florida
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1)

Office of General Assembly – Constitutional Musing #13 relative to
G-8.0700
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2)

Office of General Assembly – Advisory Opinion #9 relative to Per Capita
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3)

Columbia Theological Seminary – Announces New President

6

4)

Ecumenical News Articles
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5)

FLAPDAN Drills for Hurricane Preparedness
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6)

Board of Pensions – Updates from Clark Simmons
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7)

Samford Turner/South Alabama Presbytery – relative to the camp

8)

Clark Simmons – Board of Pensions – requests 5 minutes on the November
docket

9)

Letter – Northminster Presbyterian Church/Rev. Dr. Walk Jones, Pastor
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10) Letter – Pam McVety, Stewardship of Creation Enabler
11

11) Presbyterian News Service article
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CM - Note 13 - Three Actions Taken at Reunion in 1983
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In the last few months, the Office of the General Assembly has been called
upon to differentiate among three distinct, unrelated actions taken by the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s General Assembly at the time of reunion i in 1983
regarding church property:
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1. The 195th General Assembly (1983) of the newly formed PC(USA) approved
the trust clause at G-8.0201. ii Virtually identical clauses existed in the Book of
Order of the United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America
(UPC) iii and the Book of Church Order of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States (PCUS). iv These earlier clauses were a direct response to an
invitation in 1979 by the United States Supreme Court. v (But this was the
second time the United States Supreme Court had studied our polity as it
related to church property. In 1871 the Court noted an implied trust in
connectionalism vi found in our Form of Government.)
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2. The same assembly also adopted G-8.0701, which permitted former PCUS
congregations to deal with their property as they had under the PCUS Book of
Church Order. By the time of reunion in 1983, Chapter 6 of the PCUS Book
of Church Order contained a trust clause vii that allowed PCUS congregations
to encumber their property without the presbytery's permission. With reunion,
such PCUS congregations had to vote within an 8-year window (ending in
1992) to continue to operate under Chapter 6 and the presbytery had to be
informed of that decision and record it in its minutes. G-8.0701 preserves the
right of those congregations that took the election to encumber real property
without seeking the permission of the presbytery (this is the ONLY exception
covered by G-8.0701.) UPC congregations never had such a right.
Summer Stated Presbytery
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3. The 1983 assembly also adopted Article 13 as part of the Articles of
Agreement viii , which provided former PCUS congregations a one-time
window to leave the PCUSA with their property. That window closed in
1992. ix There are NO "Article 13 churches" remaining in the PCUSA.
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Advisory Opinions: Note 09
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Per Capita Apportionments
Per capita apportionments are an opportunity for all communicant members
of the Presbyterian church through the governing bodies to participate equally,
responsibly, and interdependently by sharing the cost of coordination and
evaluation of mission and of performing ecclesiastical, legislative, and judicial
functions that identify a Reformed church, while at the same time strengthening
the sense of community among all Presbyterians.
Yet, since its inception, the notion of per capita has generated disagreements.
Sessions have claimed such payments were absolutely voluntary; presbyteries
have insisted they were obligations. No General Assembly or General Assembly
Permanent Judicial Commission has declared that withholding per capita to
further political/theological agendas is ever justified. Nor has any General
Assembly or General Assembly PJC ever declared that presbyteries had the legal
right to enforce payment of per capita as a legal obligation. In fact, each
declaration by the assembly and its commission always notes both as true.
From our study, we conclude three principles:
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1. The Book of Order does not mandate the payment of per capita
apportionments by sessions.
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2. The Book of Order provides no right on the part of sessions to withhold
per capita as a form of protest.
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3. When faced with a session that is withholding per capita, the presbytery
is obligated to:
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a. remit per capita when it has funds available
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b. visit with the session to determine the cause of the withholding.

30

We believe these principles have guided the church throughout its history.
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Medical Plan Changes
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At their June meeting, the Board of Directors approved modifications to the
Medical Plan, as detailed in the Summer 2009 issue of The Board Bulletin. The
majority of the Plan design changes are the result of the federally mandated
“mental health parity.” There is a detailed chart of the changes in co-payments,
deductibles, reimbursement limits, etc., effective January 1, 2010.
In addition, “habilitative” services for children with congenital developmental
disabilities, such as Down syndrome and autism, will be covered under the
Benefits Plan, effective January 1, 2010. This new coverage is the result of the
expansion of the definition of “medical necessity” in the Plan.
And effective October 1, 2009, a dependent coverage waiver has been added
to the Medical Plan. This new provision allows active Plan members to waive
coverage for their eligible spouses and/or dependent children if they have
Summer Stated Presbytery
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comparable medical coverage through other employer or military services-related
group healthcare plans.
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Communication from Presbytery of South Alabama
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Dear Terry,
At its May 2009 meeting, the Presbytery of South Alabama voted to cease
using Camp Pinetreat at the end of 2009 and to enter into agreements with Florida
Presbytery and the Episcopal Diocese of the Gulf Coast to use their camps,
Dogwood Acres and Beckwith Camp and Conference Center, for our Outdoor,
Camping and Conferencing Program.
We had been in conversation with both Florida Presbytery (through Jean
Silva) and with the Diocese through the Beckwith Board before this
recommendation was made. The following is the recommendation that was
approved by South Alabama:
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VISIONING DIVISION
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Norman McCrummen gave the report of the Visioning Division, which was a
reiteration of the recommendation that Visioning Division gave to the Presbytery
at the February 2009 meeting, and the Commissioners were asked at that time not
to vote on the recommendation, but to prayerfully consider it and go back to their
churches and engage their churches in prayerful consideration about this
recommendation.
Visioning Division recommends to the Presbytery that, at the end of 2009,
we no longer do outdoor and camping ministry at Pinetreat. Beginning in 2010,
we will do outdoor, camping and conferencing ministry at both Beckwith Camp
and Conference Center (Episcopal), located on Weeks Bay in south Baldwin
County, and Dogwood Acres, the Camp of the Presbytery of Florida, located west
of Panama City (about two hours from Spanish Fort). A description of these two
facilities accompanies this report.
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The motion carried.
In our conversations both with the Board of Beckwith and with Jean
(about Dogwood Acres), we asked for our children, youth adults and churches to
be considered as if they were members of the Episcopal Diocese and Florida
Presbytery as to fees for usage of the two facilities. We also asked that our older
youth be considered for counselor and counselor-in-training positions. We offered
that our pastors might be considered for pastors in residence for summer camps.
In addition, since the fee schedules would be different from those at Camp
Pinetreat, the Presbytery of South Alabama would offer scholarship money to
make up any differences for our children and youth. In addition, since what both
Beckwith and Dogwood Acres was offering to us would exceed the monetary
value of fees for children and youth, South Alabama would give an amount of
money to Beckwith and an amount of money to Dogwood Acres, above and
beyond any use fees.
The amount proposed for Dogwood Acres, but not acted upon, at our May
2009 meeting is $10,000.
We are in the process of establishing a new Outdoor, Camping and
Conferencing Ministry Committee. These people will be elected at out October
2009 Presbytery Meeting. At that time, a final decision will be made about the
Summer Stated Presbytery
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$10,000 for Dogwood Acres. I have pushed for this, as has our Visioning
Division (two members of our Visioning Division grew up in Florida Presbytery
and went to camp there). I believe this will be the amount given to Dogwood
Acres in 2010.
We will enter into these two agreements (with Dogwood Acres and with
Beckwith) for 2010 because the two facilities are very different – and we like the
idea of what Dogwood Acres provides, as a place apart surrounded by the
wonders of God's creation.
I hope this will work for Florida Presbytery and be a mutually beneficial
arrangement. Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
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Samford Turner
EP and Stated Clerk
South Alabama Presbytery
251-370-7576 (cell.)
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From the Presbyterian News Service:

Lightning destroys Florida church
50-year-old building a total loss
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BY JERRY L. VAN MARTER, PRESBYTERIAN NEWS SERVICE
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LOUISVILLE - A lightning strike Thursday night, Aug. 20, set First
Presbyterian Church of DeBary, FL, ablaze, destroying the 50-year-old building.
No one was reported injured in the blaze, which burned for more than three hours.
The estimated cost of damages was not immediately known.
Witnesses told the Associated Press they saw numerous lightning flashes
shortly before the DeBary church caught on fire. Local weather officials said
there were more than 1,100 lightning strikes across Florida between 7 and 11 p.m.
Thursday.
The 238-member First Presbyterian Church of DeBary is a member of Central
Florida Presbytery. The pastor is the Rev. John W. Pope. The Rev. Lewis W.
Bullard is pastor emeritus.
(Article available on the Web at http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09717.htm)
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Request for Action on Federal Energy
Legislation
To:
Presbytery of Florida
From: Pam McVety, Stewardship of Creation Enabler
Subject: Request for Action on Federal Energy Legislation (HR 2454) and
Background Information on Its Provisions
Included in this document:
I. Introduction
II. Needed Action
III. Outline of the House climate and energy bill as discussed on a
teleconference with the National Council of Churches [notes from Leslie
Woods, Presbyterian Church(U.S.A.)]
IV. Talking points for those who think the bill is too weak
V. Assessment of the bill through the lens of the Faith Principles on Global
Warming prepared by the National Council of Churches
VI. Sample Letter to Senators
I. Introduction
Federal energy legislation to reduce our carbon emissions to combat
climate change and reduce our dependence on fossil fuels has passed
the federal House of Representatives and is now pending in the Senate.
It is important to get our carbon emissions down quickly to avoid
catastrophic climate change. Atmospheric carbon dioxide levels
already exceed what some climate scientists consider a safe level to
avoid runaway climate change.
This legislation although falling short in a number of categories is a
good start for our country and it is critical that we support its passage
in the Senate and work to strengthen it in areas where it is weak.
Special interests are lobbying hard for this bill to not pass and/or to be
weakened. Failure of the U.S., as the largest overall carbon emitter to
show leadership on this issue before the December 2009, meeting in
Copenhagen of world leaders to negotiate a new international
agreement to reduce carbon emissions is believed to doom this effort.
The information included in this document outlines what was included
in the House passed climate and energy bill, as well as how the bill
meets the National Council of Churches Faith Principles on Global
Warming.
Note: This is a lot to read and digest, but think of it as the details in
your property insurance policy, that you wished you had read prior to
your house burning down or being hit by a hurricane.
II. Needed Action: The National Council of Churches is asking people of
faith to speak out publicly on the importance of addressing climate
change sooner rather than later. Suggested possible actions include:
Church members and Presbytery staff contact our Senators either by
phone, email or letter asking them at a minimum to support and pass
Summer Stated Presbytery
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HR 2454. A sample letter is below. Any push to strengthen the
legislation is appropriate. Each church session pass a resolution asking
for the passage of HR 2454 in the Senate before December.
III. Outline of the House climate and energy bill – HR 2454
This outline was prepared by our own Leslie Woods in the Presbyterian
Washington Office. It Compares the House bill to three faith based priorities:
1) emissions reductions 2) protection for low-income consumers and 3)
protection for vulnerable developing nations
•

Emissions reductions:
o The House bill requires 20% emissions reductions below 2005
levels by 2020 and 83% by 2050; however, covered entities are
really only required to reduce their emissions by 17% by 2020 and
80% by 2050.
o For those who are familiar with the UN Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC)’s recommendations of 25% below
1990 levels by 2025 and 80% by 2050, the House bill’s shorts term
goal translates to about 7% percent below 1990 levels by 2020.
 Falling pretty short of the necessary short term goal.
 These calculations do not take into account other sections
of the bill, like the energy provisions, but rather only deal
with the climate sections (full analysis isn’t really available
yet)
o The reductions called for in the House bill also will not limit the
rise in earth’s temperature to 2 degrees C.
o So, overall, we really need stronger emissions reductions out of the
Senate, in order to bring up these low targets from the House.

•

Protection for low-income consumers (In the U.S.)
o The House bill does pretty well here – it includes a strong
provision to hold harmless those living in the bottom income
quintile in the U.S. – that’s families with incomes up to about $4045K per year. (that’s 15% of the auction allocation)
 The delivery mechanism is good – using systems already in
place like the Earned Income Tax Credit and the Electronic
Benefit transfer (debit card) used for SNAP, the program
formerly known as Food Stamps.
 Of course, there will still be populations in the U.S. who
are left out of accessing this benefit due to the imperfection
in our systems and the ways that we fail to enroll everyone
who is eligible. Overall, however, this program looks
good.
o The House bill also includes 0.5% allocation for domestic
adaptation, which would be used to help vulnerable communities
in the U.S. adapt to the actual impacts of climate change, such as
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sea level rise, changing weather patterns, etc. (as opposed to the
cost implications of the bill to address the root problem)
•

Protection for Vulnerable and Developing Nations
o The House bill establishes a good international adaptation program
that can be used in bilateral and multilateral agreements that meet
the needs of the UN treaty.
 The bill allocates 1% allocation for this program, which is
estimated to come to about $550 million starting in 2012.
 Reports estimate that the U.S. will need to provide at a
minimum $7 billion to assist in international adaptation,
given the size of the U.S. contribution to climate change.
 So, this program is good, but the funding falls very short.
o The House bill also establishes two other programs that benefit the
international community: clean technology transfer and
deforestation mitigation.
 Deforestation contributes 20% of the world’s carbon
emissions. It is believed that $1 billion can prevent 1/10 of
the world’s deforestation; the House bill provides about
$2.5 billion in year 1 for deforestation.
 Together, the three programs are good, but overall they
need higher funding.
o These international commitments are especially important as the
U.S. goes to the UN climate negotiations in Copenhagen this
December. We must have strong international commitments to put
on the negotiating table.

IV. Talking points for those who say the bill isn’t strong enough
a. While this bill is far from perfect, HR 2454 provides a much
needed step in the right direction, ensuring that the US will begin
to address climate change in the near future
b. This bill does have some strong components that the faith
community is supportive of:
i. Protection for those living in poverty from the increase in
energy costs that will result from this legislation – 15% of
the resources in the bill are dedicated to this provision
ii. Establishment of program for international adaptation
assistance for those living in vulnerable developing nations
– strong program but not enough funding
iii. The US must take action now – we can’t wait any longer to
begin addressing climate change otherwise we really will
not be able to prevent the worst impacts
iv. If we are unable to make progress on climate change this
year, there is a strong likelihood that we will have to wait
Summer Stated Presbytery
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until 2013 (or even later) to bring up this issue again. It will
be like the healthcare debate which took center stage in the
early ninetie; it’s taken us 15 years to take another look at
health care reform.
V. Assessment of HR 2454 (House bill) through the Faith Principles on
Global Warming
FAITH PRINCIPLES ON GLOBAL WARMING
Prepared by the National Council of Churches
**Please note that this commentary does not reflect Titles I, II, and III of HR
2454 and only addresses the titles that deal specifically with climate change;
comments on other sections have been included only when appropriate**
(Commentary on the bill appears in italics while the original “Faith Principles on
Global Warming” appear in regular typeface.)
Justice: Strive for justice and acknowledge that global warming’s societal impact
already falls, and will continue to fall, most heavily on the people around the
world who are least able to mitigate the impacts—poor and vulnerable
populations in the U.S. and in developing countries. As a leading industrialized
nation that has disproportionately contributed to greenhouse gas emissions, it is
incumbent upon us to rectify this injustice. To reach our goal of justice, we
require that legislation:
o Include mechanisms that mitigate the impacts of global warming
particularly for vulnerable populations in the U.S. and abroad.
 ACES includes 0.5% for domestic adaptation which can be
use to help low income and vulnerable communities
prepare for and adapt to the impacts of climate change;
there is no consistent suggestion for how much money is
needed for domestic adaptation
 ACES also includes 1% (approx. $491,000,000) starting in
2012 for international adaptation assistance that can be
used in bilateral and multilateral agreements that meet the
needs of the UN treaty; various reports suggest that at
minimum the US should provide $7 billion
 The bill also establishes a health protection and promotion
fund for researching the impacts of climate on personal
and community health; this is funded at 0.5% throughout
the bill
o Prevent further harm to human health and all of God’s creation by
utilizing clean energy sources when addressing global warming and
carbon pollution.
 ACES provides
• 9.5% for renewable energy and energy efficiency
(year 1)
• Financial support for CCS research
• 3% for clean vehicles and transportation research
• 1% for clean technology transfers to emitting
developing countries
o Focus on a fair and equitable distribution of total benefits and costs
among people, communities, and nations, and in particular rectify the
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disproportionate impact that low-income communities have and will
experience as the climate continues to change.
 ACES provides money that will directly offset the energy
cost increases for those living in the bottom quintile, who
are more vulnerable to financial impacts of any climate
legislation
 ACES provides 3 opportunities for international financial
assistance – deforestation money, clean technology money,
international adaptation assistance money
 More than 55% of the allocations are given to utility
companies; though many of them are intended to help offset
consumer costs, the way the system is set up means that
certain consumers will benefit and the long term costs will
be forced on others
o Enable our brothers and sisters now living in poverty to have both
economic independence and stability and to eliminate the devastating
impacts that global warming has and will continue to have on those
people in the U.S. and around the world living in poverty.
 Economic independence for those living in poverty is not
something specifically addressed in the bill
 Economic stability is provided for those living in the
bottom quintile in the US however this does not cover
everyone living in poverty
 Economic stability is not ensured for those living in
developing nations, particularly those whose jobs and
livelihoods are suffering as a result of the impacts of
climate change
 The next principles will explore emissions reductions
o Take action now to avoid placing the burden of carbon reduction
unduly on our children’s children.
 ACES provides “action” though does not lift the burden
entirely from our children
o Endorse policies that place a high priority on allowing all people to
live in God’s abundance and with dignity by ensuring that basic
human needs and worker justice are not adversely impacted by the
effects of global warming or future efforts to address global warming.
 ACES provides incentives for worker transition and
encourages gree jobs in a number of sectors
 ACES also protects workers from the impacts that
legislation may have on their jobs by providing specific
industries with support, particularly those whose jobs may
be sent overseas
Stewardship: Heed the call to be faithful stewards and caretakers of God’s
creation by limiting the future impacts of global warming on God’s Earth.
Already, global warming has damaged the precious balance of God’s creation,
including increasing the number of threatened species, causing long-term drought,
and melting Arctic ice. To reach our goal of stewardship, we require that
legislation:
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o Follow recognized scientific guidelines and recommendations in order
to protect all of God’s creation and prevent catastrophic damage to
God’s Earth and God’s people. Following their recommendations,
legislation must include comprehensive, mandatory, and aggressive
emission reductions that aim to limit the increase in Earth’s
temperature to 2 degrees Celsius or less. Legislation should focus on
the short term goal of reducing U.S. carbon emissions to reach a 25-40
percent reduction in carbon by 2020 with a long term vision to achieve
carbon emissions that are 80 percent below 2000 levels by the year
2050.
- ACES requires 20% emissions reduction by 2020 and 83%
emissions reduction by 2050, however, covered entities are
required to reduce emissions by 17% by 2020 and 80% by
2050 (2005 baseline)
- ACES does not meet the scientific recommendations for
emissions reductions which call for 25% (minimum) reductions
below 1990 baseline by 2020 and 80% emissions reduction
below 1990 baseline by 2050
- Emissions reductions that take into account all aspects of the
bill have not been done (this would include the RES and EERS
and other provisions)
- The reductions included in ACES will not limit the rise of the
Earth’s temperature to 2 degrees Celsius
o Avoid catastrophic global warming, which would devastate God’s
creation, put more pressure on disaster and relief responses, and
endanger the future of the planet. Although global warming impacts
are already being felt, we must ensure that God’s people and planet are
protected from the catastrophic effects that may occur if we fail to
significantly curb our carbon emissions.
- ACES provides funding for natural resources and wildlife
adaptation in the US with money to prevent deforestation
abroad.
- There is no consistent price tag on natural resource adaptation
- Deforestation is 20% of historic emissions and it is believed $1
billion can prevent 1/10 of the world’s deforestation (in year 1
deforestation gets about $2.5 billion)
o Call on major emitters to take responsibility for their actions and work
to significantly reduce their carbon emissions.
- There are a number of ways to look at this
• National level – bill addresses US emissions, trade
regulations incentivize emissions reductions in other
countries and also provides clean tech to higly emitting
developing countries (ie China)
• Sector approach – the bill does not force utilities to
reduce their emissions and incentivizes continued use of
electricity; will force reduction in miles driven and put
a large cost on food transportation
• In the end, the consumer will pay for the majority of the
changes that are put in place as we seek to internalize
the cost of carbon
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Sustainability: Ensure that efforts to curb global warming prevent further
environmental and societal tragedies. As people of faith we are guided by the
value of sustainability. Sustainability requires that we enable biological and social
systems that nurture and support life not be depleted or poisoned. To reach our
goal of sustainability, we require that legislation:
o Maintain God’s good creation by preventing policies that place the
burden of our lifestyles on one aspect of creation and encouraging
policies that sustain and restore vibrant eco-systems with economic
justice so that communities of life can flourish for generations to
come.
- ACES provides financial assistance that is designed to help
with ecosystem protection ACES continues to support
traditional electricity production, which has proven to be
problematic and places a heavy reliance on coal
o Respond to global warming in a way that reflects the interdependence
of all of God’s creation.
- ACES provides funding for 3 different international
components – international adaptation, clean technology and
deforestation however many consider the total funding for
these 3 programs to be too low
-

Support energy sources that are renewable, clean, and avoid
destruction of God’s creation. In ACES the only money that
goes for energy development is for renewable energy (this is
not the case in the energy provisions of the bill that has
ambiguous language about clean energy)

Sufficiency: In a world of finite resources, for all to have enough requires that
those among us who have more than enough will need to address our patterns of
acquisition and consumption. We cannot achieve significant reductions in global
warming emissions unless we make changes in our lifestyles and particularly in
our energy consumption. To support the goal of sufficiency, legislation must:
o Encourage energy conservation in our homes, our communities, and
our places of worship.
 Energy conservation is encouraged through higher energy
prices (there are also building efficiency and retrofit
standards in the initial titles of the bill)
o Encourage energy conservation in national transportation and
distribution systems and commercial enterprises.
 ACES includes funding for clean vehicles but does not
specifically refer to the expansion of public transit
 It also provides funding for energy efficiency programs
o Encourage the federal government to lead through research and
example in the practice and implementation of energy conservation.
 There is money in ACES for clean energy innovation
centers which are designated with coming up with next
generation technologies
 There are no incentives for the government to reduce its
energy use and expand its conservation programs
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VI. Sample Letter to Senators
Martinez, Mel - (R - FL) Note: Even though he has resigned, he remains our Senator
until replaced by Governor Crist.
356 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-3041
Web Form: martinez.senate.gov/public/?p=EmailSenatorMartinez
Nelson, Bill - (D - FL)
716 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-5274
Web Form: billnelson.senate.gov/contact/index.cfm

This letter is just one example of what you can send. Please write your own
letter and let our Senators know that this is a serious issue for you, as a person of
faith. Senators represent all of us, not just the special interests who they are
hearing from, but they can’t help us if they don’t hear from us. Your letter will
make a difference.
Dear Senator ___________
Say something about who you are in the first sentence.
Example 1: We are a family of four living in north Florida and are concerned
about the impacts of climate change that our children and grandchildren are
facing.
Example 2: I am a _____ year old widow living on a fixed income and am
concerned about the legacy we are leaving our grandchildren with a warming
world.
Example 3: I am a retired _______living in Florida and am dismayed to see all
the signs of climate change occurring in my beloved state.
Example 4: I am a high school student who has been reading about the effects
of climate change and am worried that adults are leaving us a world with
unsolvable problems that will cause extensive hardships.
I would like your support and and prompt passage of HR 2454, the American
Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009. Although this bill falls short of the
needed reductions in carbon emissions required to avoid catastrophic climate
change, it is a good start and sends a message to the international community that
the US is serious about doing its part to reduce carbon emissions.
As a person of faith, there are three top priorities for this legislation. The first
is to reduce carbon emissions quickly to 1990 levels (not 2005 levels as in the
House bill) by 25% by 2025. The second priority is to protect low income
consumers in the US and the House bill does pretty well here. The third priority
is to protect vulnerable and developing nations and the legislation does this, but
falls short in funding, allocating 1% for an international adaptation program,
which is estimated to come to about $50 million starting in 2012.
I hope that you will strengthen the bill where needed to be just and fair to all ,
but especially to meet the carbon emission reductions that climate scientists say
are needed to avoid catastrophic climate change, and vote for its passage prior to
the December 6 – 18, Climate Conference in Copenhagen. It is hard for the rest
of the world to make sacrifices if we, who have put more carbon emissions in the
atmosphere than any other country, are not making them.
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Section 3
Report of the Treasurer

Summer Stated Presbytery

26

September 8, 2009

Presbytery Budget versus Actual - FY 5/1/2009 - 4/30/2010
For the Month Ended June 30, 2009
% Annual
Budget
Received/
Used

Budget
5/1/2009
to 4/30/2010

Actual
5/1/2009
to 4/30/2010

Actual
1/1/2009
to 4/30/2009

$ 462,974.00
97,632.00
3,038.07

$ 65,025.73
4,411.82
-

14%
5%

$ 148,285.52
81,690.01
-

8,619.22
4,200.00

1,436.54
-

17%
0%

2,873.08
4,200.00

90,000.00
2,050.00
9,500.00

13,277.75
155.36
419.77

15%
8%
4%

36,745.90
808.42
4,225.12

$ 678,013.29

$ 84,726.97

12%

$ 278,828.05

$ 50,036.40
11,797.20
51,462.69
8,136.00

$

9,044.17
8,577.12
1,356.00

18%
0%
17%
17%

$ 32,287.50
7,612.50
22,000.00
2,712.00

3,000.00
14,000.00
750.00

500.00
2,333.34
125.00

17%
17%
17%

2,084.04
4,582.60
500.00

8,800.00
139,406.00
52,170.00
9,900.00
60,310.00
220,000.00
10,600.00
37,645.00

5,000.00
28,181.97
1,846.38
498.71
8,922.70
37,491.97
1,291.29
7,679.78

57%
20%
4%
5%
15%
17%
12%
20%

0.02
35,095.47
3,452.29
335.39
21,704.50
79,929.14
1,380.78
12,035.12

Total Expenses

$ 678,013.29

$ 112,848.43

17%

$ 225,711.35

Budget & Actual Surplus/(Deficit)

$

Support:
Support from Churches
Unified Mission Giving
Per Capita
Anticipated Church Support
Support from Grants
Partnership Funds/Synod
HAE Grant
Other Sources
Dogwood Acres Camp
Hunger Program
Interest Earned

Total Support
Expenses:
GA & Synod
Per Capita GA ($9,044.17 paid for 2008)
Per Capita Synod
Mission Giving GA
Synod Giving
Institutions/Other Missions
Campus Ministry FAMU
Campus Ministry FSU
Villa International
Division Expenses
Mission for Disaster Preparedness & Response
Mission for Dogwood Acres & Outdoor Ministry
Mission for Outreach
Mission for Spiritual Development
Ministry of Administration
Ministry of Administration Personnel Committee
PC (USA) Ministries
Governing Body
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Presbytery Mission Receipts
01/01/09 – 6/30/09
NUMBER CHURCH

UNIFIED
PLEDGE

UNIFIED
YTD

SPECIAL
OFFERING

OTHER
DESIGNATED

0020032 Blountstown
0020036 Chipley First
0020037 Crestview
0020038 DeFuniak Spgs Bethel
0020039 DeFuniak Spgs Euchee Valley
0020040 DeFuniak Spgs First
0020062 Defuniak Sprs Pleasant Grove
0020042 Destin First
0020043 Ft Walton Beach First
0011652 Ft Walton Beach Korean
0020044 Freeport
0020045 Gretna
0020046 Gulf Breeze
0020047 Havana First
0020048 Laurel Hill
0020049 Lynn Haven First
0020051 Marianna First
0020052 Milton First
0020054 Monticello First
0011479 Navarre
0011478 Pace
0011822 Panama City, Agape NCD
0010879 Panama City Grace
0020056 Panama City Parkway
0020057 Panama City St Andrews
0020055 Panama City Beach, Gulf Beach
0020059 Pensacola First
0011480 Pensacola Korean
0011172 Pensacola Northminster
0020060 Pensacola Trinity
0020061 Pensacola Westminster
0020063 Port St Joe First
0000221 Minister/Individual Donations
0020064 Quincy First
0020065 Sawdust
0020066 Red Bay
0020067 Shalimar
0023372 Sunny Hills
0011171Tallahassee Christ
0020068 Tallahassee Covenant
0020069 Tallahassee Faith
0023329 Tallahassee Fellowship
0020070 Tallahassee First
0011856 Tallahassee Korean Comm NCD
0020071 Tallahassee Lafayette
0004051 Tallahassee Trinity United
0020073 Wewahitchka First
TOTALS

450.00
360.00
2,500.00
0.00
0.00
1,000.00
520.00
18,400.00
21,282.00
5,000.00
4,200.00
7,800.00
4,600.00
4,180.00
3,445.00
15,000.00
6,254.00
1,200.00
2,600.00
200.00
2,633.00
0.00
6,000.00
2,500.00
12,288.00
0.00
21,500.00
5,500.00
14,300.00
73,030.00
0.00
2,700.00
N/A
38,500.00
5,000.00
0.00
2,400.00
1,872.00
6,000.00
6,500.00
78,520.00
16,500.00
51,000.00
0.00
16,640.00
250.00
350.00
462,974.00

450.00
180.00
875.00
500.00
400.00
1,000.00
520.00
7,166.65
10,641.00
833.34
4,200.00
3,900.00
2,300.04
2,000.00
3,445.00
8,500.00
1,563.50
500.00
0.00
100.00
1,746.41
1,918.68
2,492.50
1,450.00
6,144.00
0.00
10,750.02
2,833.62
7,153.35
42,600.81
564.75
1,350.00
800.00
21,499.98
2,766.00
300.00
0.00
936.00
500.00
1,625.00
28,133.60
8,250.00
8,500.00
2,400.00
8,322.00
1,000.00
200.00
213,311.25

377.00
238.44
490.53
500.00
665.67
876.00
195.00
1,606.15
300.00
400.00
366.83
300.00
898.36
1,202.00
0.00
872.35
389.00
91.91
867.00
390.60
602.44
0.00
556.79
1,283.00
281.00
211.99
2,229.72
0.00
2,150.39
14,256.84
0.00
470.48
214.12
1,002.60
0.00
373.46
51.65
74.62
745.25
646.40
4,258.95
1,170.99
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
35.00
41,642.53

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
87.00
0.00
85.00
2,824.46
0.00
0.00
0.00
50.00
450.00
0.00
0.00
187.50
0.00
1,300.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
200.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
499.98
4,240.00
0.00
100.00
2,025.90
1,100.02
0.00
200.00
205.00
0.00
621.53
0.00
4,610.37
86.00
0.00
100.00
1,162.50
0.00
25.00
20,160.26
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PER
CAPITA
2009
180.00
876.00
1,644.00
0.00
816.00
1,572.00
84.00
1,176.00
3,084.00
1,044.00
816.00
360.00
1,612.50
924.00
0.00
2,544.00
2,664.00
396.00
828.00
816.00
600.00
N/A
1,778.35
1,644.00
900.00
0.00
9,360.00
780.00
2,868.00
9,684.00
0.00
420.00
N/A
5,280.00
444.00
228.00
888.00
252.00
3,336.00
1,584.00
14,490.98
2,688.00
4,788.00
N/A
3,012.00
0.00
144.00
86,605.83

Presbytery Mission Receipts
01/01/09 - 7/31/09
UNIFIED
PLEDGE

UNIFIED
YTD

0020032 Blountstown
0020036 Chipley First
0020037 Crestview
0020038 DeFuniak Spgs Bethel
0020039 DeFuniak Spgs Euchee Valley
0020040 DeFuniak Spgs First
0020062 Defuniak Sprs Pleasant Grove
0020042 Destin First
0020043 Ft Walton Beach First
0011652 Ft Walton Beach Korean
0020044 Freeport
0020045 Gretna
0020046 Gulf Breeze
0020047 Havana First
0020048 Laurel Hill
0020049 Lynn Haven First
0020051 Marianna First
0020052 Milton First
0020054 Monticello First
0011479 Navarre
0011478 Pace
0011822 Panama City, Agape NCD
0010879 Panama City Grace
0020056 Panama City Parkway
0020057 Panama City St Andrews
0020055 Panama City Beach, Gulf Beach
0020059 Pensacola First
0011480 Pensacola Korean
0011172 Pensacola Northminster
0020060 Pensacola Trinity
0020061 Pensacola Westminster
0020063 Port St Joe First
0000221 Minister/Individual Donations
0020064 Quincy First
0020065 Sawdust
0020066 Red Bay
0020067 Shalimar
0023372 Sunny Hills
0011171Tallahassee Christ
0020068 Tallahassee Covenant
0020069 Tallahassee Faith
0023329 Tallahassee Fellowship
0020070 Tallahassee First
0011856 Tallahassee Korean Comm NCD
0020071 Tallahassee Lafayette
0004051 Tallahassee Trinity United
0020073 Wewahitchka First

450.00
360.00
2,500.00
0.00
0.00
1,000.00
520.00
18,400.00
21,282.00
5,000.00
4,200.00
7,800.00
4,600.00
4,180.00
3,445.00
15,000.00
6,254.00
1,200.00
2,600.00
200.00
2,633.00
0.00
6,000.00
2,500.00
12,288.00
0.00
21,500.00
5,500.00
14,300.00
73,030.00
0.00
2,700.00
N/A
38,500.00
5,000.00
0.00
2,400.00
1,872.00
6,000.00
6,500.00
78,520.00
16,500.00
51,000.00
0.00
16,640.00
250.00
350.00

450.00
210.00
1,687.50
500.00
400.00
1,000.00
520.00
10,033.31
12,414.50
833.34
4,200.00
4,550.00
2,683.38
2,000.00
3,445.00
9,750.00
3,127.00
700.00
0.00
100.00
1,746.41
1,918.68
2,991.00
1,450.00
6,144.00
0.00
12,541.69
3,278.01
8,345.02
42,600.81
1,129.50
1,350.00
900.00
24,333.31
3,364.00
300.00
0.00
1,092.00
500.00
3,250.00
33,760.32
9,625.00
17,000.00
2,400.00
9,709.00
1,000.00
200.00

377.00
277.06
682.53
500.00
697.67
876.00
195.00
1,806.15
350.00
400.00
592.98
300.00
898.36
1,202.00
0.00
1,202.19
1,303.89
115.91
867.00
390.60
602.44
0.00
556.79
1,283.00
281.00
211.99
2,229.72
0.00
2,150.39
14,256.84
0.00
470.48
214.12
1,002.60
0.00
373.46
51.65
129.37
773.25
655.40
4,258.95
1,228.23
0.00
0.00
387.00
0.00
35.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
87.00
0.00
85.00
3,216.12
0.00
0.00
0.00
50.00
450.00
0.00
162.50
437.50
0.00
1,550.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
200.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
583.31
4,240.00
0.00
100.00
2,701.08
1,266.69
0.00
200.00
205.00
0.00
671.53
0.00
5,527.04
86.00
0.00
100.00
1,162.50
0.00
25.00

180.00
876.00
1,644.00
0.00
816.00
1,572.00
84.00
1,176.00
3,084.00
1,044.00
816.00
360.00
1,881.25
924.00
228.00
2,544.00
2,664.00
396.00
828.00
816.00
600.00
N/A
2,134.02
1,644.00
900.00
0.00
9,360.00
780.00
2,868.00
9,684.00
432.00
420.00
N/A
5,280.00
444.00
228.00
888.00
252.00
3,336.00
1,584.00
14,490.98
2,688.00
4,788.00
N/A
3,012.00
432.00
144.00

TOTALS

462,974.00

249,532.78

44,186.02

23,106.27

88,322.25

213,311.25
36,221.53

41,642.53
2,543.49

20,160.26
2,946.01

86,605.83
1,716.42

Last Month Totals
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Presbytery of Florida Balance Sheet
Year-to-Date through July 2009
Assets

Accounts
CURRENT OPERATING ASSETS
00101 - D/A Petty Cash

200

00102 - Petty Cash

75

00110 - Wachovia/Farmers Merchant Banks

198952.82

00205 - Reserve (Pres Foundation)

38482.05

Total CURRENT OPERATING ASSETS

237709.87

MANAGEMENT FUNDS
CAPITAL CITY CHECKING
00210 - Exec Auto Replacement

12704.71

00213 - Office Equipment Fund

1504.83

Total MANAGEMENT FUNDS

14209.54

DESIGNATED MISSION FUNDS
CAPITAL CITY CHECKING/BOA CD
00214 - Candidates Aid Fund

17310.27

00215 - 2 Cents A Meal

5165

00216 - Stewardship of Creation Grants Fund

628.85

00217 - Peacemaking Fund

5594.09

00218 - New Church Deve Fund

50422.52

00219 - South Africa Miss Partner

11138.89

00220 - Ministers Emerg Asst Fund

2084.67

00222 - Youth Triennium Fund

3181.22

00225 - Small Church Pastor Grant Fund

8660.1

00226 - Emergency Relief Acct

6494.88

00228 - Church Redevelopment

56789.9

00229 - Youth Development Scholarship Fund

2454.31

00231 - Self Dev of People

524.59

00233 - Hispanic Ministry Fund

2202.14

00234 - Disciplefest Fund

5619.5

Total DESIGNATED MISSION FUNDS

178270.93

DOGWOOD ACRES FUNDS
FARMERS MERCHANT CHECK/BOA CD
00301 - Dogwood Acres Dev Fund

25489.22

00302 - Dogwood Acres Timber Mgt

1971.58

00303 - Dogwood Acres Trk & Tract

10.7

00305 - D/A Campership Fund

903.98

00352 - Dogwood Acres Cabins 3466

745.01

00353 - D/A Wish List Items 3466

5913.27

00355 - D/A Handicap Bathroom 3466

1039.45

00360 - D/A Circle of Friends

923.8

Total DOGWOOD ACRES FUNDS

36997.01

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND
INVESTING IN THE FUTURE
00401 - Presbyterian Foundation

54306.17

Total CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND

54306.17

MISC ASSETS & FUNDS (INT ONLY)
00510 - D/A Endowment(Presb Found)

36488.39

00512 - Brian Monroe Fd (Presb Found)

48925.82

00521 - D/A Campership (New Cov)

25460.46

00525 - D/A Youth Camping & Retreat Sch

15434.16

00570 - Prepaid Insurance

Summer Stated Presbytery

23664.48
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00574 - Refundable Deposits
00576 - Prepaid Expenses-Other

180.45
936.56

00588 - Korean Church Agape

130,675.03

00589 - Korean Church FWB

211,759.12

Total MISC ASSETS & FUNDS (INT ONLY)

$ 493,524.47

FIXED ASSETS
00600 - Presbytery Executive Auto

12,650.00

00601 - Presbytery Assoc Auto

12,650.00

00605 - Office Building

293,832.45

00607 - Office Equipment

21,048.98

00609 - Dogwood Acres Building

149,957.26

00610 - Dogwood Acres Auto

11,651.00

00611 - Dogwood Acres Land

91,644.25

00613 - Dogwood Acres Mobile Home

20,570.90

00615 - Dogwood Acres Equipment

216,931.98

00616 - D/A Swimming Pool

60,976.30

00617 - Dogwood Acres Bath House

40,500.00

00619 - Univ. Blvd. Pensacola, FL

108,000.00

00622 - NCD Modular Building

140,615.22

00623 - D/A Mgr's House/Pole Barn

86,431.05

00626 - NCD Land - Agape

442,191.00

00627 - NCD Land - Ft Walton Beach

537,000.00

Total FIXED ASSETS

$ 2,246,650.39

Total Assets

$ 3,261,668.38

Liabilities, Fund Principal
and Restricted Funds

Liabilities
CURRENT LIABILITIES
00730 - Deferred Income

1.00

00735 - Deferred Rev Capital Camp

51,882.95

00745 - Deferred Revenue Other

123,776.77

00750 - Salary Reduction

18.18

00770 - Loan Payable Agape Property

114,263.57

00771 - Ft Walton Beach Property Loan

211,759.12

00779 - Rollover Per Capita

9,915.24

00781 - Obligation to Transfer Property

979,191.00

00790 - Peoples 1st Loan (Modular

52,315.11

Total CURRENT LIABILITIES

$ 1,543,122.94

FUND PRINCIPLE
00805 - Fund Balance Restricted

84,398.28

00807 - Fund Bal Res Brian Monroe

74,779.15

00820 - Foundation Mkt Value Adjustment

(70,462.85)

Total FUND PRINCIPLE

$

Total Liabilities

88,714.58

$ 1,631,837.52

Fund Principal
00800 - Fund Principle Account

##########

00803 - Fund Balance Temporarily Restricted

447,237.71

Excess Cash Received

(25,570.24)

Total Fund Principal and Excess Cash Received

$ 1,629,830.86

Restricted Funds
Total Temporarily Restricted

-

Total Permanently Restricted

-

Total Restricted Funds

$

Total Liabilities, Fund Principal, & Restricted Funds
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-

$ 3,261,668.38
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Presbytery of Florida
Financial Statements – Modified Cash Basis
Years Ended December 31, 2008 and 2007
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Section 4
Council Report
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1

Council Report

2

September 8, 2009

3

For information:

4
5
6
7

1) The communication relative to Dogwood Acres from the Presbytery of
South Alabama was referred to the mission for Dogwood Acres, with a
request that a recommendation be given at the October Council
meeting.

8
9

2) Clark Simmons was granted five minutes on the docket at the
November 2009 meeting of the Presbytery of Florida.

10
11
12

3) The delegation from South Korea was granted between 10 – 15
minutes on the docket at the September 8, 2009, Presbytery of Florida
meeting.

13
14

4) The following individuals were invited to be the preachers at the
respective Presbytery of Florida meeting:

15
16

•

September 8, 2009 – Rich Gernhardt, candidate for ordination and
pastor-elect for Covenant Presbyterian Church, Tallahassee,

17
18

•

November 10, 2009 – moderator of the Presbytery of Florida, Joan
Wooten,

19
20

•

January 30, 2010 – Brian Clark, keynote speaker and workshop
leader at Disciplefest 2010.

21
22
23

5) A Council retreat will be held in conjunction with its October meeting
– from 9:30 am (CDT) on Monday, October 19 – 12:00 (noon) (CDT)
on Tuesday, October 20, at Dogwood Acres.

24
25
26

6) Approved Melissa Morgan (Administrative Assistant) and Joann Slay
(elder at First Presbyterian Church, Chipley) to be authorized signers
on the Presbytery of Florida checking account at the Wachovia Bank.
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Section 5
Report of the
Mission for Dogwood Acres/Outdoor Ministry
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Mission for Dogwood Acres and Outdoor Ministry

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

The mission met on August 20, 2009 at Dogwood Acres to hear a final report
on the summer camping program from our Summer Director, Kevin Veldhuisen.
The mission was impressed with the eight page report Kevin provided for us. He
has done a thorough job of outlining the many strengths of our camp as well as
some of the challenges we have to meet as we move into the future. It was so
refreshing to hear Kevin talk about the excellent state of our camp facility and
program compared to some of the 50+ camps he has visited and studied during
the last two years as an independent study course at seminary. Kevin was also
thrilled with the level of support and encouragement he received while working
here within our Presbytery.

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Program:
The main issue the program committee has had on their plate has been the
summer program. Here are some statistics from Kevin about the program:
• Total registration was up from last year. In 2009 we had 183 campers. Week
8 of camp had 52 campers and was the biggest camp session since Week 6
of 2006.
• 46 campers received some scholarship to attend camp.
• Campers came from 22 towns/cities in the panhandle.
• 115 of the campers were from a PC(USA) church but 8 other denominations
were also represented. 22 campers had no church background!!

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

Full time summer staff included:
(Assistant director) Lynne Harman, FPC Milton
Stephanie Barker, Jacksonville Fl
Grant Cook, Tallahassee, Fl
Rachel Hood, Faith, Tallahassee
Joe Kostansek, Pensacola, Fl
Stephen McFarren, Pace, Fl
Lindsay Sarbeck, Faith, Tallahassee, Fl
Kara Woodson, Pace, Fl

33
34
35
36
37

Part-time counselors:
Mark McCloud, Tallahassee, Fl
Bill Minor, Gulf Breeze, Fl
Nick Taylor, Bonifay, Fl
Megan Thompson, PC, Fl

38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

Summer chaplain and nurses who volunteered:
Audrey Allman, FPC Quincy FL
Susie Barber, FPC Marianna, Fl
Brant Copeland, FPC Tallahassee, FL
Jean Silva, Grace PC, PC, FL
Huw and Rachel Christopher, FPC Marianna, Fl
Mary Bevis Schmidt, FPC Marianna FL
Jennifer Rollins, UMC, Lynn Haven, FL
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1
2
3

Christy Williams, FPC, Tallahassee, FL
Brittany Harrold, Faith, Tallahassee FL
Mary Wannermaker, Sunny Hills -Chipley FL

4
5

As of Aug 10, 2009, almost all the budget lines for summer camp were under
budget due to Kevin finding ways to re-use materials and cut down on costs.

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

DWA was able to “green-up” by:
• Selling reusable stainless water bottles that kept the camp from using more
paper cups or plastic water bottles while keeping the campers more
hydrated.
• Changing the cleaning solutions in the cabins to vinegar and water
• Using the stainless utensils and trays for cookouts instead of paper and
plastic products
• Eliminated the use of shaving cream cans on the last day of camp

14
15
16

Other program items were the deep cleaning and purging of the craft hut and
the addition of a new beach volleyball court. It was a great summer of camp, and
many lives were touched by our Presbytery’s ministry.

17
18
19

Operations:
This committee has been very busy!! The tractor is being used in many ways.
Robert and the camp operations committee are so pleased to have it!

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

Projects completed:
• Beach volleyball court installed (money used was $500. from the wish list
fund and $200. from the program fund). Donations from Brant Copeland
and the PW of Gulf Breeze PC completed the project with a professional
net, ball and storage system
• Bruce Neu installed a metal roof over the pool’s physical plant
• Robert enclosed this area with a fence in order to keep it to code
• Washer and dryer donated from FPC Quincy was installed in Laurel Oak
Lodge
• Dan Hooker made improvements to the roof and front and back steps of
Laurel Oak
• Dan Hooker and crew from FPC Quincy installed a new roof on the chapel
(roof was damaged in a recent storm)
• FPC Marianna donated a new commercial grade projection screen for the
chapel which has been installed so it can be used in the chapel or the Bearss
bldg.
• A safety fence has been installed by Robert and Dan Hooker along the
prayer trail
• Bruce Neu painted and installed new trail signs all over camp
• Kevin and his wife donated a wireless router to the camp and now there is
wireless capability in the house/office, Laurel Oak and the Pole Barn.

41
42
43

There are plans for the fall to finish the roads with an emphasis on the road down
to Kelly field.
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1
2
3
4
5
6

The fall and winter dates for camp use are rolling in, so if your church wants to
book a weekend for a retreat or overnight event, please contact Jean Silva at the
Presbytery office now.
Many thanks are given to Kevin, Robert and Tracy for their work this summer
to ensure that all the campers who passed through our gates had a faith-filled,
exciting and renewing week.
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Section 6
Report of the
Mission for Disaster Preparedness/Response
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Section 7
Report of the PC(USA) Ministries
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1

Report of the PC(USA) Ministries

2

Nominating Committee

3
4
5
6
7

For action:
1.) Recommends that Gerry Yandle, First Presbyterian, Milton, Florida,
be elected to the Church Development and Evangelism Committee,
Class of 2010

Committee on Ministry

8
9

For information:

10
11

Received Minutes of Commission to Install – Mark Broadhead as Pastor
of First Presbyterian Church, Crestview

12
13

1.)

Received Minutes of Commission to Install – Mark Broadhead as
Pastor of Laurel Hill Presbyterian Church, Laurel Hill

14
15
16
17

2.)

Approved the Church Information Form with changes for St.
Andrews Presbyterian Church, Panama City, and granted
permission for the PNC to be activated and begin their active
search for a pastor.

18
19

3.)

Released the Reverend Dan Ottaviano to the Presbytery of Greater
Atlanta

20
21
22

4.)

Received updates on the search process going on at the First
Presbyterian Church, DeFuniak Springs and the Euchee Valley
Presbyterian Church, Euchee Valley

23
24

5.)

Approved the Ordination Commission for Adam Copeland and his
release to the Presbytery of Northern Waters.

25

For action:

26
27
28
29

1.)

Recommends that the sermon and examination of Rick Gernhart be
sustained in part and as a whole and that the commission for his
ordination and installation be approved by the chair of the
Committee on Ministry once it is finalized.
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Statement of Faith (2009)

Rick Gernhardt

I believe in grace and hope and life and truth. I believe that the light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness will never overcome it. I believe that even things that
were meant for evil will one day work together for good. I believe that the love of
God is far greater than the wickedness of men. I believe these things because I
trust in the Lord God Almighty – the maker of the heavens and the earth - and I
know that his faithfulness endures forever.
I trust in the Lord because he has shown himself to be trustworthy: a God of
love and compassion, slow to anger and abounding in grace. Out of his great love
for us he created the world and gave us life. He formed man and woman in his
image and gave us the capacity to see and know and understand. He crowned us
with the ability to love: first to love him with all our heart, and mind, and strength
and then to love each other as he has loved us.
Even when we betrayed his trust and broke faith with him, the Lord remained
faithful to us. When we renounced the goodness of God and set our hopes on
ourselves – clinging to a lie and enslaving ourselves and creation itself to the
power of sin and death – the Lord did not turn his back on us. God responded to
our rebellion with the promise of redemption. One day he would send his Son –
born into the dust and despair of human history, born without an earthly father,
born of a virgin – to stand by our side, to show us the way, to bear our sin, to
suffer our condemnation, and to conquer death on our behalf. Our redemption
would not rest in our hands; it would be God’s doing, a gift from God so that no
man could boast.
Down through the ages the promise unfolded. From Noah to Abraham, from
Moses to David, from Isaiah to Malachi, the Lord set apart a people for himself
and called them to be holy even as he is holy. Despite the sin and shortcomings
of his people, his loving kindness endured and, in the fullness of time, he revealed
his Son and the light shone forth into the darkness.
And so I trust in God because he has shown himself to be a loving and merciful
Father: a Father who loves his children so much that even after we had
squandered his great gifts in sordid and sinful living, he poured out the bounty of
his kingdom for the sake of our redemption: a Father who loves his children so
much that when one of us falls by the wayside he drops everything to seek and to
save that one who is lost: a Father who loves us so much that he did not spare his
one and only Son but gave him up for us that we might know life instead of death.
I trust in God because he has revealed himself in his Son Jesus Christ to be
our savior, our redeemer, and our friend. In Jesus Christ God is with us. In
Jesus Christ the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, standing by our side and
coming to our rescue. He became like us in every way, bearing our sin and
shouldering our inequity that one day we might become like him. Tempted like
us but without sin, he went to the cross to suffer and die, and even as sin was
unable to master him in life so the grave was unable to hold him in death. On the
third day he rose again from the dead. Vindicated by the Father and victorious
over the power of sin and death, he appeared bodily before his disciples and
Summer Stated Presbytery
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commanded them to go forth into the world to proclaim the good news that he
was risen. The promised redemption had arrived.
In Jesus Christ God reconciled the world to himself. In the life, death, and
resurrection of his Son, God offers forgiveness freely to all people and thrusts
open the gates of the kingdom to all who would repent and believe. Jesus Christ
calls forth men and women from death to life, to repent of their sin and follow
him. He alone has the authority and the right to say, "I am the way and the truth
and the life, no one comes to the Father except through me," for he is the only one
who has conquered sin and death, and he is the only mediator between God and
man. Jesus ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father as
our advocate – our redeemer, our God, and our friend. At the sound of his name
every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord of lords,
and King of kings.
I trust in God because he has revealed himself through his Holy Spirit. Just
as in creation God gave life to all things, in redemption the Holy Spirit breathes
life into those he calls to repentance and faith, empowering us to repent of our sin,
enabling us to respond to his gracious call, and allowing us to call God “Abba,”
Father. Even as Jesus promised, the Holy Spirit comes alongside us and leads us
into all truth. By the Holy Spirit God gave us his Word so that all scripture is
God-breathed and useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in
righteousness. It is the Holy Spirit that comforts us, convicts us of sin, and
conforms us into the image of the Son. The Holy Spirit seals us until that glorious
day when the sons and daughters of God will be revealed – when creation itself
will be set free – and when the Lord Jesus Christ will return to restore his
kingdom and reclaim his people.
I trust in this Triune God who has revealed himself to be Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit because from generation to generation he has shown himself to be
trustworthy and true. One God in three persons working for our redemption that
we might enter into communion with him and that we might enjoy the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit – the great birthright of the saints - for all eternity.
I trust in God because he ministers to me through the body of Christ, the
church. In his body, I find brothers and sisters who comfort and encourage me in
my faith, who challenge me to grow and call me to account. In the life of the
church, I see the heart of my Lord. I witness his hands and feet at work in the
world. I hear his Word proclaimed to those who are far off and those who are
near. In the communion of the saints, I stand with my brothers and sisters as a
people redeemed, forgiven, and free, and together we joyfully worship and give
thanks to the one who has given us life and hope and peace.
I trust in God because he alone is trustworthy and true. And one day he has
promised that the trumpet will sound and the dead in Christ will rise. In that day
he will separate the wheat from the chaff, and he will call his children to himself.
In that day there will be no more crying and no more tears. In that day we will no
longer see as in a mirror dimly, but we will see face to face. The Lord God will
be our God, and we will be his people. To God be the Glory! Hallelujah, Amen.
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RICK GERNHARDT
103 Norwood St.
Redlands, CA 92373
(909) 991-5398
rickgernhardt@gmail.com

Ecclesiastical Status:
(USA)

Candidate for Ministry in the Presbyterian Church
Presbytery of Santa Barbara, California

Formal Education:

Princeton Theological Seminary (Princeton, NJ)
Master of Divinity (2003)
Westmont College (Santa Barbara, CA)
Double Major - Philosophy & Religious Studies
Bachelor of Arts (1996)

Continuing Education: Pastoral Leadership Conference, Zephyr Point (2004)
Princeton Forum on Youth Ministry, PTS (2003)
Profiles of Ministry Pilot Program, PTS (2000-2001)
Europe Semester, Westmont College (1995)
Leadership Development Program, Westmont College
(1993)
Position types you would consider:
I am seeking a full-time position as a Solo Pastor or Head of Staff.
Community types you would consider:
Rural
Village
X Suburban X Urban
X Recreation X Retirement

X Town
X Inner City

X Small City
X College

Church sizes you prefer:
X Under 100 members
X 401-650 members
members

X 101-250 members
X 651-1000 members

X 251-400 members
X 1001-1500

Primary Skill Choices:
Preaching
Teaching
Communication (Written/Oral)
Corporate Worship/Sacraments
Administration of Programs
Leadership Development
Pastoral Care Spiritual Development
Congregational Fellowship
Group Facilitation/Dynamics
Development of New Educational Experiences
Minimum Effective Salary: $40,000
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Experience:
2008-2009

Bethany Reformed Church (Redlands, CA)
Adjunct Staff (Membership 250)

2005-2009

Real Estate Broker (Redlands, CA)

2004-2005

Mercedes Benz - Penske Motorcars (West Covina, CA)
Sales Consultant

2002-2003

Nassau Presbyterian Church (Princeton, NJ)
Pastoral Care Intern (Membership 2,000)

2001-2002

Bensalem Presbyterian Church (Bensalem, PA)
General Pastoral Intern (Membership 100)

1998-2000

Valley Christian High School (San Jose, CA)
High School Teacher, Old and New Testament/Apologetics
(Student Body 1,100)

1997-1998

El Montecito Presbyterian Church (Santa Barbara, CA)
Director of Junior High Ministry (Membership 550)

1996-1997

El Montecito Presbyterian Church (Santa Barbara, CA)
Interim Youth Director (Membership 550)

1993-1995

Westmont College Homeless Outreach (Santa Barbara, CA)
Co-Leader Off Campus Ministry

1994
(Summer)

First Presbyterian Church (Orlando, FL)
High School Intern (Membership 5,579)
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1
2

Florida Presbytery
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

3

Pastoral Call

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

The Covenant Presbyterian Church of Tallahassee, Florida, belonging to Florida
Presbytery, being well satisfied with your qualification for ministry and confident that we
have been led to you by the Holy Spirit as one whose service will be profitable to the
spiritual interests of our church and fruitful for the Kingdom of our Lord, earnestly and
solemnly calls you,
____Richard Gernhardt____
(name)
to undertake the office of

15
16
17
18

That you may be free to devote full-time (part-time) to the ministry of Word and
Sacrament among us, we promise and obligate ourselves to pay you in regular monthly
payments the following effective salary and following vouchered expenses (fill in those
which are agreed to):

________Pastor_________
of this congregation, beginning _September 1, 2009_, promising you in the discharge of
your duty all proper support encouragement and allegiance in the Lord.

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Effective salary
Cash Salary
Fair rental value of manse
Housing Allowance
Utilities Allowance
Deferred Compensation
Other allowances
Total

$20,000.00
$________
$20,000.00
$________
$________
$________
$________

27
28
29
30
31
32

Reimbursable expenses (by voucher)
Automobile expense (___ per mile)
Business/professional expenses
SECA Supplement (up to 50%)
Continuing Education
Other allowances

$________
$________
$ 3.060.00
$ 3,450.00
$________

33

Moving Costs (up to)

34
35
36
37

Full medical, pension, disability, and death benefit coverage under the Board of
Pensions = 12,600.00
Paid Vacation
_________
Paid Continuing Education _________

38

Total

$____yes_

$59,110.00

39
40

We further promise and obligate ourselves to review with you annually the adequacy of
this compensation.

41
42
43

In the seventh year of service, the congregation will provide for a three-month Clergy
Renewal Leave, continuing the salary and benefits for that period, and providing for
pulpit supply in the pastor's absence.

44

In testimony whereof we have subscribed our names this _____day of ______________,

45

20___.
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1

________________________

________________________

2

________________________

_________________________

3

________________________

________________________

4
5
6
7

Having moderated the congregational meeting which extended this call for ministerial
services, I do certify that the call has been made in all respect according to the rules laid
down in the Form of Government, and that the persons who signed the foregoing call
were authorized to do so by vote of the congregation.

8
9

Vote of the congregation at the meeting was _______ in favor of the candidate and
_______opposed.

10
11

(signed) _____________________________________
moderator of the meeting
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1

Committee on Preparation for Ministry

2
3
4

Report to Presbytery’s Council
Committee on Preparation for Ministry
August 4, 2009

5

For information:

6

The following are in good standing with the CPM:

7
8
9
10
11

Inquirers:

Scott Perry (First, Lynn Haven)
Glenn Hodges (First, Tallahassee)
Kelly Fitzgerald (Faith, Tallahassee)
Mike Frandsen (Faith, Tallahassee)
Victor Adams (Trinity, Pensacola)

12
13
14
15
16
17

Candidates:

Adam Copeland (First, Tallahassee)
Myong Kim (Northminster)
Keith Leach (Faith, Tallahassee)
Laura Palmer (Trinity, Pensacola)
Shelley Sanders Zuckerman (Trinity, Pensacola)(
Diana Bell (Northminster)

18
19

The CPM received Lori Prettyman (Trinity, Pensacola) as an Inquirer at its
meeting on August 3, 2009.

20
21

The CPM is in conversation with the following who have indicated interest in
becoming Inquirers:

22
23
24

Frank Wood (Christ)
Carl Merrill (Northminster)
Trip Porch (First, Pensacola)

25
26
27
28

The CPM anticipates a request from the Presbytery of the Northern Plains to
ordain Adam Copeland, pending his successful examination for reception with a
call to serve as stated supply pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Hallock,
MN.

29
30

The CPM is in the process of revising its policies and procedures in the light of
recent changes in the Book of Order.
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Section 8
Report of the Ministry of Administration
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1

Report of Ministry of Administration

2

Budget, Finance, and Stewardship Report

3

For information:

4
5

1.

Added Melissa Morgan (Administrative Assistant) to sign checks for
the Presbytery of Florida.

6
7

2.

Added Joann Slay (Elder, First Presbyterian, Chipley) to sign checks
for the Presbytery of Florida.

8
9
10

3.

Add general liability on the five acres of property that is under contract
in Wakulla County – the portion of the property formerly associated
with Wakulla Presbyterian Church.

11
12
13
14

4.

Plans are underway to develop a financial policy for the acceptance of
land and stock transfers. Churches with similar policies are asked to
send a copy to the Presbytery of Florida office, Budget, Finance, and
Stewardship, for us to have a starting point – Thanks.

15
16

5.

Received, reviewed and approved the audit of the Presbytery of
Florida

17
18
19
20
21
22

For action:
1.)

Recommend to the Presbytery of Florida approval for Christ
Presbyterian Church, Tallahassee, to be granted permission to secure a
mortgage of approximately $200,000.00 in lieu of its line of credit for
the money owed on the facility. It is anticipated that the mortgage is
being sought as a five (5) year fixed or fifteen (15) ARM.

Personnel Committee Report

23
24

For information:

25
26

1)

Accepted the resignation of Jennifer Joiner, with regret, as the
Administrative Assistant effective, June 15, 2009, for family reasons

27
28
29
30
31
32

2)

Hired M. Melissa Morgan, effective July 27, 2009, as the
Administrative Assistant for the Presbytery of Florida. Melissa lives in
Graceville, has a BA in Mass Communication from Auburn University
at Montgomery, Alabama,and has completed the Educator Preparation
Institute Teacher Preparation Program from Chipola College in
Marianna.
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Report of the Mission for Outreach
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1
2

Mission for Outreach

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

The various committees have met several times since the last Presbytery
meeting to continue their work. The following minutes outline how the
committees have endeavored to accomplish the work the Presbytery set has set
before them.
Compassion/Social Justice has continued to develop the Lifestyle Integrity
Challenge and will begin their evaluation process in the fall.
Church Development/Evangelism has continued working with several
churches while developing an action plan to present to Presbytery.
International Partnerships/Mission Activities hosted a small group from
South Africa and begun to make plans to host an overseas missionary in October.
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Church Development and Evangelism Committee
Minutes of Tuesday, May 12, 2009, Presbytery Office, Chipley
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Present: Bill Brundydge, David Darrow, William Green, Cherie Isakson,
Walt Reese, Bill Bess and Jerry Blacklaw. Also: Ruth Mashewske, Chair of
Mission for Outreach and Jean Silva, Associate Presbytery Executive. Absent
and Excused: Bob Henning (having resigned)
The meeting was opened with prayer at 9:30 a.m. by Ruth Mashewske.
Since our last meeting, John Lown had announced his resignation as a
member and as chair of the CD&E committee. In light of this, it was decided to
elect a person to serve as vice-chair until a replacement can be made by the
Nominating Committee. A motion was made to elect Cherie Isakson as vicechair. This was approved unanimously. David Darrow was then elected to serve
as the Secretary of the Committee. This also passed unanimously.
The agenda for the day was adopted with an additional item pertaining to
payment to Dogwood Acres for expenses related to our recent workshop with Ed
White. This will be brought up under “Other Business.”
Item 1 – Decide on a definition for “transformation.” After a time of
discussion, it was decided to amend and use a definition attributed to Rev.
George W. Bullard to read “Congregational transformation is an ongoing
spiritual journey that empowers congregations to travel strategically in a
direction of their unique full kingdom potential in response to God's
call.”
Item 2 – Discuss Columbia Seminary Intern program. Columbia Seminary
has a program where they send an intern to work with a congregation(s) for
one year between their second and third year of studies. We discussed the
desirability of having such a student intern come to this presbytery to work in
the areas of church transformation and New Church Development. Jean Silva
will contact Doug McMillan of Columbia Seminary to explore this option
further.
Item 3 – Report on gathering of Western District Cluster. Cherie Isakson
reported that the Western District Cluster would be meeting on June 7. This
meeting will focus on discerning their agenda for training and to see if they
have a common agenda among the group. Cherie asked for approval to begin
this process. Approval was granted by common consent.
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Item 3b – Cherie Isakson reported that Elder David Dodson of the Shalimar
church was interested in forming an Emergent Church group in their area.
The Shalimar Session has given approval for him to undertake this endeavor.
CDE received this information with enthusiasm. Jerry Blacklaw agreed to
serve as a liaison from this committee to the Emergent group.
Item 4 – Updated emailing list from smaller church conversations. Cherie
Isakson suggested that we pass along helpful articles concerning
transformation to our colleagues on this committee. Jean Silva will get the
updated list onto the computer.
Item 5 – The updated bibliography from Ed White has been sent by Jean
Silva to all of the members of this committee.
Item 6 – Mini-book reviews. It would be helpful to hear from others about
helpful books they have read dealing with issues of transformation and
church growth. Chérie recommended Hammett’s book Reaching People
Under 40 While Keeping People Over 60.
Item 7 – People resources – Leslie Yandle and Henry Kelley and others. Jean
has spoken to Leslie Yandle. Mrs. Yandle has expressed an interest in
consulting with pastors of transformation churches. Chérie Isakson wants to
invite them to the Western District Cluster meeting and will discuss their
model further with them.
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Other Business:
Workshop at Dogwood Acres Expenses – Expenses incurred from the recent
Workshop at Dogwood Acres need to be billed to the CD&E committee. A
motion was approved to spend up to $1,000.00 to cover these expenses. The line
item containing the rest of the Small Church Grant will be billed for its
remaining funds and the balance will be billed to an appropriate line item in
our operating funds.
Request from Worship and Theology for an Evangelism Workshop at the fall
meeting of Presbytery. After a time of discussion concerning this request, a
motion was made to offer a one-hour workshop on Evangelism at the fall
meeting of Presbytery on September 8. This motion was approved. Jerry
Blacklaw was asked to convene several representatives from this committee to
engage in a conversation related to this request.Walt Reese, Bill Bess, Cherie
Isakson and Ruth Mashewske expressed an interest in participating in this
conversation. We will leave open the possibility of hosting a follow-up
Evangelism Workshop on October 3 if it is deemed needful by the CD&E
committee. Jean Silva is asked to mark the date on the Presbytery calendar.
It was decided to postpone our discussion of 1) Work on Strategic Plan for
Church Development in the Presbytery and 2) Request from Training and Retreats
Committee for workshops on church development/evangelism in each time slot at
Disciplefest 2010 until our next meeting.The next meeting of the CD&E
Committee will be held on Tuesday, June 9, beginning at 9:30 a.m. CDT at the
Presbytery Office.
The meeting was adjourned with closing prayer offered by Cherie Isakson at
noon.
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Church Development and Evangelism Committee
Minutes of Tuesday, June 9, 2009, Presbytery Office, Chipley

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46

Present: Bill Brundydge, David Darrow, William Green, Cherie Isakson, Bill
Bess and Jerry Blacklaw. Also: Ruth Mashewske, Chair of Mission for Outreach
and Jean Silva, Associate Presbytery Executive. Absent and Excused: Walt Reese
and Bob Henning
The meeting was opened with prayer at 9:30 a.m. by Cherie Isakson. The
minutes from the previous meeting were approved with one correction. The date
of the Western Cluster meeting will be June 14 instead of June 7.
Cherie passed out a chart that listed past goals and objectives of the CD&E
committee to be used as a starting point for discussion. Ruth Mashewske read our
Mission Statement from the Presbytery Operations Manual. We went through the
chart, and numerous changes were made to the wording of various phrases. This
revised document was approved to be forwarded to Jean and Ruth to develop the
financial implications; once approved, it will go to Presbytery Council. (The
Action plan will be presented to Council at the August meeting.)
We discussed the upcoming Evangelism Workshop our committee is
scheduled to present at the next Presbytery Meeting on September 8 at
Westminster Oaks in Tallahassee. Jerry Blacklaw volunteered to start the
discussion with some “State of the Church” data. He then suggested that three
other committee members speak to the issues as they see them. After these
presentations, those in attendance will be asked to divide into groups in order to
discuss the implications of what has been discussed. At the conclusion of the
group discussions, we will reconvene for a concluding reflection to be offered by
David Darrow.
The next item for discussion was the upcoming seminar by Rev. Brian Clark
to be presented at Disciplefest, 2010. Several suggestions were made concerning
topics for Rev. Clark to present. Jean will carry these to Training and Retreats.
A motion was made to donate $1,000.00 from CD&E budget line item
#70710 to be used for funding the Keynote Speaker at Disciplefest, the Rev. Brian
Clark. This motion was passed.
It was reported that information has been sent out regarding the Gulf Coast
Small Church Conference to be held April 12 – 14, 2010, at Blue Springs
Conference Center in Marianna.
Cherie reported that David Dodson of the Shalimar church has been busy
with school and therefore has not had an opportunity to meet with Jerry Blacklaw
about the Emerging Church group forming in the Shalimar area. However, this
meeting should take place soon now that his school obligations are completed.
Cherie asked the committee to read the handouts concerning Columbia
Seminary’s New Leadership Initiative before our next meeting.
It was noted that the Presbytery Web site has a new template that will enable
our committee to have a page where we can list resources for churches to access.
Jean Silva asked for feedback concerning content for the page(s) as well as the
possible creation of a “Smaller Church Network.”
The next meeting will be held on September 15 at 9:00 a.m. CT at the
Presbytery Office.
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Minutes of Compassion and Social Justice Committee
May 5, 2009
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The Compassion and Social Justice Committee met at the Presbytery office
in Chipley on May 5, 2009. Those present were Tracy Curenton, Mary Hahn,
Mary Howard Edwards, Jean Silva and Ruth Mashewske.
The primary focus of this meeting was the peacemaking program. We spent
some time preparing a flyer for the Pelican Pouch to promote the Peacemaking
Offering in October.
Committee members should continue to make contacts with individual
churches to promote the peacemaking program.
As a scriptural theme for our local peacemaking efforts we chose 2
Corinthians 5:17-18, which speaks of being “ambassadors of reconciliation.”
The Lifestyle Integrity Challenge topics have been completed. The last topic
will be released in September/October. We spoke briefly about what kind of
evaluation we will do in November/December. This may be a letter to the
churches asking whether they used the Challenge, how they used it, what items
were their favorites, etc.
Items to be discussed at the next meeting include:
1. Identification of a local group for the Presbytery’s portion of the
Peacemaking offering.
2. Further promotion of the Peacemaking offering.
3. Peacemaking contacts in the Presbytery.
4. Lifestyle Integrity Challenge evaluation.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 4, 2009, at the Presbytery
office.
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International Partnerships/Mission Activities
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While the committee has not met, it has been in contact regarding the visitors
from South Africa and a pending invitation for a delegation to South Africa in
2010.
The committee requests 10 – 15 minutes on the Summer Presbytery of
Florida Docket for the delegation from South Korea to bring greetings.
We have agreed to participate with other Presbyteries in hosting one of our
international missionaries in October 2009. Arrangements are still in flux, but it
has been decided that we will have a missionary in our Presbytery the week of
October 11.
These minutes are submitted by the chairs of each committee: Cherie
Isakson, CD & E, Tracy Curenton, Compassion/Social Justice, Paul Caro, and
International Partnerships/Mission Activities. My thanks to the committee
secretaries and chairs who really do the work and made this report possible.
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Respectfully submitted,
Ruth Mashewske, chair
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Report of the Mission for Spiritual Development
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Report of the Mission for Spiritual Development
September 2009
Huw Christopher, chairperson, huwc@embarqmail.com
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Adult Committee – Joyce Kelly, chairperson,
jkelly1@panhandle.rr.com
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This committee has not met recently.
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Children’s Committee – Rachel Christopher, chairperson,
rachelc25w@embarqmail.com

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

1. Proposed leadership for Disciplefest 2010
a. Rachel Christopher will lead the Children’s Track on Friday evening
and all
day on Saturday
b. Workshops will include
(1) Experience and Learn (Lab workshop in conjunction with the
Children’s Track). Adults will be invited to observe/participate in
the first hour of a session of the Children’s Track, followed by a 30
minute session for the adults to debrief and share thoughts and
questions – to be offered on Saturday morning.
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(2) Rotation Model for Sunday School coordinated by Linda Pitts
– to be offered on Saturday afternoon.
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2. The Children’s Committee plans to continue the practice of providing a
resource for children at the Presbytery Meetings during the year. The resource for
the April Presbytery meeting centered on “Prayer,” and the resource for the
September Presbytery meeting will be on “The Lord’s Supper.” There will be one
packet of information for each church; please remember to pick it up for your
church.
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3. Children’s Day at Dogwood Acres will be held on Saturday, October 10, for
children
kindergarten age through 5th grade. The children’s committee hopes to work
closely with the Dogwood Acres Committee in the planning and execution of this
retreat, since we see this not only as a gathering for the children of the Presbytery,
but also as a way of acquainting younger children and their parents with all the
possibilities at Dogwood Acres. Please see the flyer and registration form that are
part of this packet.
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Training and Retreats – Duane Underwood, chairperson,
duaneu@bellsouth.net
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The Committee has met on several occasions to make plans for Disciplefest
2010. This will be held in conjunction with the Presbytery meeting on Friday,
January 29, and Saturday, January 30, 2010, at the Grace Presbyterian Church in
Panama City, with the The Rev. Brian Clark, organizing Pastor of the Riverside
Presbyterian Church in Sterling, Virginia as the keynote speaker, workshop leader
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and preacher. The theme will be “Making Disciples the Presbyterian Style: Our
Strengths, Our Challenges, Our Future.”
Please see the flyer with information about the Rev. Brian Clark and other
workshops to be offered at Disciplefest. A complete brochure and registration
forms will be available at the November 10 Presbytery meeting.
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Worship and Theology, Tom Borland, chairperson,
tom@faithpcusa.org
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September Presbytery Worship and Workshops: Tom Borland will coordinate
the service with the candidate for ordination who will preach. There will be two
workshops: (1) Relating to the task forces on the Goals for the Presbytery and (2)
relating to Evangelism. The respective task forces and Committee on
Development and Evangelism are responsible for the workshops.

13
14
15
16

November Presbytery Worship and Workshops: Joan Wooten will preach, and
Mary Vance will work with her to plan the service. Tom Borland will coordinate
a workshop on “sharing our journeys,” which will include breaking into small
groups.
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Disciplefest Worship: Mary Vance will plan Friday evening worship in
conjunction with the keynote speaker, Brian Clark. Tom Borland will ask Bill
Bess and Walk Jones about planning a creative worship service for Saturday
morning in conjunction with their workshop. (See below) The service will be
coordinated with Grace Presbyterian (host church) and Brian Clark and will
include installation of the new moderator of Presbytery.
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Disciplefest Workshops: Bill Bess and Walk Jones have been asked to present a
“Creative Worship” workshop. Tom Borland will present a workshop on biblical
interpretation/reformed theology.
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Clergy/Educator/Spouses Retreat: The 2010 retreat is scheduled to take place at
Dogwood Acres with scheduled events beginning Monday, February 22, and
concluding with morning worship on Wednesday, February 24. The facilities will
be reserved beginning Sunday afternoon, February 21 for an optional time of
fellowship and relaxation. Tom Borland will talk to Roger Nicholson about
sharing the cost of the retreat with the Committee on Ministry and inviting Paul
Hooker to be the guest speaker. Tom will then move forward with contacting and
inviting Paul. To warrant this commitment from Paul, we will need a minimum of
25 attendees registered by January 21.
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Next Meeting: Thursday, September 10, 2010, noon at Faith Presbyterian,
Tallahassee.
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Youth Committee, Leigh Welch, chairperson,
gbpc_leigh@bellsouth.net
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The Presbytery Youth Council is back on track again with a mandatory retreat
at Dogwood Acres August 21 and 22. This will be a time for those senior highs
interested in joining, as well as current members, to gather for leadership training
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and Spiritfest planning. Interested youth need to apply (application is on the
Presbytery Web site) or contact Jean Silva for more information.
Spiritfest, a retreat for middle school-aged youth, is scheduled for September
25 through 27. Information has been mailed to the churches for registration.
November 6 and 7 will be the first of a series of retreats (to be held twice
annually) called “Heart Talks.” These retreats will open communication between
adults and youth willing to dive deeper into issues that swarm teens with difficult
decisions. ach retreat will be focused on one topic, with a goal of developing
some important resources and contacts for area churches to utilize when
addressing such issues with their youth. Our topic for this November will be
Sexuality. We will look at the Presbyterian curriculum, discuss different
approaches for teaching within our home churches and provide a list of qualified
leaders for developing and teaching this curriculum, as well as create some of our
own resources for future use. Future topics may include Divorce, Death,
Homosexuality, and Addictions. We do not gather to seek answers to all the tough
questions revolving around these issues, rather, we meet to open discussion on
how we can nurture our youth into making prayerful and informed decisions when
faced with the pressure of peers, society and technology.
Though the Disciplefest location has changed, the youth track is still holding
strong. We will have our Youth Lock-in the same weekend, diving into topics of
Youth Evangelism and Leadership. Our PYC will lead one workshop on
recreation, while area youth leaders will work together facilitating two other
workshops on Youth Outreach.
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A special time for children
of the Presbytery
to explore the wonders
of God’s Creation
at our Presbytery Camp

Sponsored by the Children’s Committee
of the Mission for Spiritual Development.
For additional information contact
Rachel Christopher at
rachelc25w@embarqmail.com
Presbytery Docket
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Exploring the Wonders of God’s Creation
Children’s Day at Dogwood Acres
October 10, 2009
10 a.m. until 3 p.m.
(Registration beginning at 9:30)
Kindergarten – 5th Graders
Cost: $5
Deadline to register: Monday, October 5

: Complete the Church Registration form listing participants’ names and
return this form by Monday, October 5, so that sufficient food and program
supplies may be purchased. This information can be faxed or emailed if
that is more convenient. (Check information below.)

: Payment ($5) is due upon arrival for each young person and adult
attending. If paying by check, please write “Children’s Day,” followed by
your church’s name on the check and make checks payable to
“Presbytery of Florida”.

: Be sure to obtain and bring with you Medical Release Forms for all
children in your group who will not be accompanied by a parent.

: If you have any questions or concerns about Children’s Day, feel free
to call or email Rachel Christopher, Registrar, at (850) 482-8118 or
rachelc25w@embarqmail.com.
Return registration forms to:
Children’s Day at Dogwood Acres 2009
Attention: Rachel Christopher
First Presbyterian Church
4437 Clinton Street
Marianna, Florida 32446
Rachelc25w@embarqmail.com
Fax: (850) 482-7745
Telephone: (850) 482-8118
Presbytery Docket
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Church Registration Form
Church Name: ____________________________________________
Church Address: ___________________________________________
Contact Person: ____________________________________________
Telephone _______________ Email Address _______________
Adults (Advisors and Parents) Attending: Number ________
Advisor/Parent Names

Children Attending: Number ________
Children’s Names/Home Addresses

Presbytery Docket
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Gender
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Report of the Wakulla Administrative Commission
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Presbyterian Women Report
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The highlight of the summer for Presbyterian Women was our Triennial
Churchwide Gathering which was held in Louisville, Kentucky July 11-15,
2009. This was truly a church-wide event. There were women from at least 32
countries all over the world. Total attendance was close to 3,000.
We had nine women from Florida Presbytery in attendance. All of us were
very excited to be there and enjoyed getting to visit with so many women from so
many places. Florida Presbytery had two voting delegates – myself (Mary Gene
Fleming) and JoAnne Bergman from Westminster Church in Pensacola.
The business meetings were from lunch at 11:30 until 5:30 on Sunday, July 12
and from 11:30 lunch until the business was completed on Monday. There were
many of the worldwide visitors present to observe our procedures.
The major item of business was the presentation and voting on the
incorporation of the Presbyterian Women Presbyterian Church (USA). We had an
information session on incorporation on Saturday afternoon, which helped many
of us understand what was the purpose of incorporation.
The following rationale given for this recommendation was given:
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“The certificate of Incorporation establishes Presbyterian Women in
the Presbyterian Church(USA), Inc. as a cooperation that will qualify as a taxexempt public charity by virtue of being a publicly supported
integrated auxiliary related to the PC(USA). Incorporation gives Presbyterian
Women the flexibility to operate as a business. In order to ensure
good stewardship of PW funds in the economic environment, it is important that
PW establish clear and separate accounting practices. PW will continue to be in
a covenant relationship with the PC(USA).”
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This presentation was approved by a large number of "aye" votes. There
were no vocal "no" votes and few abstainers. I have copies of the Certificate of
Incorporation and the Bylaws if anyone would like to make a copy for your own
information.
The other major business was the adoption of the budget which was about
the same as in any other business meeting – a lot of talk and finally accepting the
proposed budget.
The major events of the gathering, to me, were the Plenary sessions, with
lots of music and really interesting and informative sermons. We were privileged
to witness the installation of 10 new missionary families, which was very
inspirational.
Now, back home to our first PWP Coordinating team meeting at Chipley
First Presbyterian Church at 9 a.m. on Saturday, August 22, 2009. We are inviting
the local PW moderators to come to this meeting. If you know your local
moderator, please be sure that they know that they are invited. Ask them to email
me at marygfleming1@att.net or call me at 850-476-4810.
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i

Both the General Assemblies and a majority of the presbyteries of both predecessor
denominations approved the Plan for Reunion in separate votes.
ii
"All property held by or for a particular church, a presbytery, a synod, the General Assembly, or
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), whether legal title is lodged in a corporation, a trustee or
trustees, or an unincorporated association, and whether the property is used in programs of a
particular church or of a more inclusive governing body or retained for the production of income,
is held in trust nevertheless for the use and benefit of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)."
iii
Form of Government, Chapter XLII, Sections 1 - 5 (72.00-.05).
iv
Sections 1 - 5 (72.00-.05), section 6-3.
v
Jones v. Wolf, 443 U.S. 595, 1979.
vi
Watson v. Jones, 80 U.S. (13 Wall.) 679 (1871).
vii
PCUS, 1981, 90ff., 224ff., (became explicit part of Book of Church Order in 1982).
viii
The Articles of Agreement provided "... the means by which the confessional documents,
members, officers, judicatories, courts, agencies, institutions and property of those churches shall
be and become the confessional documents, members, officers, judicatories, courts, agencies,
institutions and property of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)." (From the Preamble to the articles.)
ix
"13.4 Any petition for dismissal with property filed later than eight years from the
consummation of union shall be handled under the appropriate provisions for such a request in the
Form of Government."
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